Transgender Day of Remembrance: Events Across Aotearoa
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Communities across Aotearoa are gathering on Friday 20 November to mark Transgender Day of Remembrance, with events in Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch. From origami roses placed on Carmen Rupe’s peacock chair to a private community vigil and a picnic, each offers a different way to remember transgender and gender-diverse people lost to violence and discrimination.
Essential Takeaways
Three cities, three gatherings: Events are planned in Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch on Friday 20 November.
Wellington tribute: Visitors can place origami roses on Carmen Rupe’s peacock chair at Te Waka Huia Wellington Museum.
Auckland vigil: GendAffirm’s 6.30pm gathering welcomes trans people, whānau, friends and allies; the location is shared with invited attendees.
Christchurch picnic: A free gathering is planned for 5.30pm at South New Brighton Domain, weather permitting.
Check before travelling: Confirm event details with organisers, particularly where a venue is shared privately or plans depend on the weather.
Three cities make space for remembrance
A rose on a peacock chair, a name spoken aloud, or a picnic blanket spread beside others: the gatherings planned for Transgender Day of Remembrance offer different ways to pause and remember. The international observance honours transgender, non-binary and gender-diverse people whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender violence and prejudice.
The day also turns attention to discrimination, safety and belonging. For friends and whānau, remembrance can be intensely personal; for allies, it’s an opportunity to listen and show support. Across Aotearoa, this year’s events invite people to come together in a spirit of care and solidarity.
Wellington honours Carmen Rupe with roses
At Te Waka Huia Wellington Museum, visitors can place origami roses on Carmen Rupe’s peacock chair during the Arohanui, Carmen xx exhibition. The museum says the gesture remembers people who have lost their lives to anti-transgender violence and reflects the exhibition’s theme, “aroha ki te tangata”, or love for the people.
The commemoration runs from 10am to 3pm on Friday 20 November, and exhibition admission fees apply. Visitors can also spend time in the WHESA room, where tea or coffee and a biscuit are available for those who want a quiet moment to reflect.
Carmen Tione Rupe was born in 1936, grew up in Taumarunui and arrived in Wellington in 1967. Wellington Museum’s exhibition brings together outfits, photographs, archival material and new works inspired by her life. Te Papa’s collection also documents her 1977 campaign for Wellington mayor, which called for changes including the decriminalisation of prostitution, abortion and homosexuality.
Auckland vigil keeps the location private
GendAffirm’s community vigil begins at 6.30pm on Friday, providing a space to remember trans whānau and friends, share their stories and say their names. Trans people, friends, whānau and allies are welcome.
The exact location is shared with invited attendees rather than published publicly. Anyone interested in going, or wishing to remember someone during the vigil, should contact the organisers at kiaora@gendaffirm.org.nz to request an invitation.
Christchurch picnic offers a gentler gathering
In Ōtautahi Christchurch, a free picnic is planned at South New Brighton Domain from 5.30pm to 7pm. Organisers Marie and Zane invite people to bring a picnic blanket and spend time together remembering those who came before.
The event depends on suitable weather, so check for updates before setting off. Qtopia’s events page is a useful place to look for community information in Christchurch and Canterbury, but it advises visitors to follow current listings for the latest details.
Earlier services lead into Friday
The Friday gatherings follow remembrance events held during Trans Awareness Week. Moana Vā announced a service at Knox Church in Christchurch on Sunday 15 November, from 10am to midday, to acknowledge the trans community and remember people lost to transphobia and anti-transgender violence.
Gender Minorities Aotearoa’s 2026 events guide brings together activities around the country, including GendAffirm’s Auckland vigil. It’s worth checking the guide or contacting organisers before travelling, especially when event access details are shared privately.
Different ways to show up
Not everyone will mark the day in the same way. A museum tribute, a vigil and an informal picnic each make room for remembrance, connection and reflection, while keeping the focus on lives lost and communities still facing discrimination.
For anyone attending, practical details matter: check the time and venue, follow any invitation process, and look for weather updates. For those unable to join, listening, learning and standing alongside trans communities remain meaningful ways to offer support.
A rose, a shared name or a quiet hour together can all make space for remembrance.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [4], [5]- Paragraph 2: [2], [4], [5]- Paragraph 3: [2], [3]- Paragraph 4: [2]- Paragraph 5: [3], [7]- Paragraph 6: [4]- Paragraph 7: [4]- Paragraph 8: [5]- Paragraph 9: [6]- Paragraph 10: [4]- Paragraph 11: [2], [4], [5]- Paragraph 12: [2], [4], [5]
Bibliography
1. https://gayexpress.co.nz/2026/11/aotearoa-to-honour-trans-lives-with-remembrance-events-across-three-cities/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/transgender-day-of-remembrance/ - Te Waka Huia Wellington Museum’s event page describes its Transgender Day of Remembrance commemoration on Friday 20 November, from 10am to 3pm, as part of the Arohanui, Carmen xx exhibition. Visitors are invited to place origami roses on Carmen Rupe’s peacock chair in remembrance of people who have lost their lives to anti-transgender violence. The page connects the gesture with the exhibition’s theme, “aroha ki te tangata”, or love for the people, and presents Carmen’s life and actions as an expression of care for others and her communities. Visitors may also go to the museum’s WHESA room to have tea or coffee and a biscuit, and sit quietly to reflect. The page confirms the event’s date, hours, museum venue and that exhibition admission fees apply. It supports the article’s central description of the Wellington gathering, including its roses, chair, reflective space and connection to Carmen Rupe’s exhibition. The event is framed as both a memorial and an invitation to learn about the people remembered and the legacy celebrated in the exhibition. The museum page is the primary source for these specific event arrangements, rather than a general calendar or an independent retelling.
https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/arohanui-carmen-xx/ - Museums Wellington’s exhibition page introduces Arohanui, Carmen xx, an exhibition at Te Waka Huia Wellington Museum running from 3 October 2026 to 18 February 2027. It describes Carmen Tione Rupe’s background, including her birth in 1936, childhood in Taumarunui and arrival in Wellington in 1967. The page explains that she operated a range of businesses in the city, such as coffee lounges, nightclubs, tearooms, curiosity shops and brothels, and that these places could provide a sense of belonging. It also records her advocacy for sex workers’ rights, decriminalisation, abortion, homosexuality and safe sex, as well as her 1977 campaign for Wellington mayor. The exhibition brings together outfits, photographs, archival material and new works inspired by her life. Visitors can see items associated with Carmen’s history, including a replica of her International Coffee Lounge, a gifted korowai and her mobility scooter. This source supports the article’s account of Carmen as an influential Wellington figure and the exhibition’s role in presenting her story. It provides useful background to the museum’s remembrance activity: the roses placed on her peacock chair take place within a wider exhibition about Carmen’s life, work, community spaces and lasting legacy.
https://genderminorities.com/2026/11/11/taw-events-2026/ - Gender Minorities Aotearoa’s 2026 Trans Awareness Week events guide lists activities around Aotearoa, including commemorations connected with Transgender Day of Remembrance. Its Auckland listing describes GendAffirm’s vigil on Friday 20 November at 6.30pm. The guide says the gathering is for remembering trans whānau and friends who are no longer physically present, carrying their stories forward and saying their names. Whānau, allies and supporters are welcome, and people wishing to attend or remember someone are asked to contact GendAffirm for an invitation. The exact Auckland location is shared with invitees. The guide also includes other events around the country and identifies the week’s wider programme, providing context for community gatherings leading into the remembrance day. It supports the article’s details about the Auckland vigil, its purpose, the invitation process and privacy of the venue. Since this is an event directory, its most useful contribution is practical: dates, times, locations or access arrangements and organiser contacts. Readers should check the listing or contact organisers for any changes before travelling, particularly because some event information may be updated. The guide complements individual organiser pages by bringing multiple events together in one place.
https://www.qtopia.org.nz/groups-events - Qtopia’s events and groups page explains that the organisation runs community events in Ōtautahi Christchurch and across Waitaha Canterbury. It describes celebration, connection and participation as central to its kaupapa, and points to a varied programme that can include regular gatherings, Pride events, markets, marches, panels and learning opportunities. The page directs visitors to Qtopia’s social media for the latest event details and provides a general contact route. It is relevant to the article’s Christchurch picnic because the article identifies Qtopia as a source for community event information and gives a Qtopia contact address for enquiries. The webpage is an organisational events hub rather than a detailed account of the picnic’s purpose or every practical arrangement. Readers looking for a particular event should therefore use the page’s current listings and follow any linked event information, rather than relying on a general description alone. The page also notes that Qtopia’s social groups are currently on hold, which illustrates why checking current updates is useful. Overall, this source establishes Qtopia’s role in facilitating LGBTQIA+ community connection in Christchurch and Canterbury, and offers a route for finding event information. It does not itself provide independent evidence for every picnic detail, such as weather contingency or the organisers’ names.
https://www.moanava.org/event-details/transgender-day-of-remembrance-service - Moana Vā’s event page announces a Transgender Day of Remembrance service at Knox Church in Christchurch on Sunday 15 November 2026, from 10am to midday. It describes the service as a gathering to acknowledge the trans community, and gives the venue address on Bealey Avenue. The page explains that Transgender Day of Remembrance falls on 20 November and is an annual international observance honouring transgender, gender-diverse and non-binary people whose lives have been lost to transphobia and anti-transgender violence. Its event details support the article’s account of an early Christchurch observance during Trans Awareness Week, before the Friday remembrance gatherings. The page provides practical information, including the event time, location and contact details for enquiries. It presents the service as an opportunity for fellowship and acknowledgement, rather than as a substitute for the international observance itself. The source is particularly useful for verifying the date and basic character of the Knox Church gathering. Its description also supports the article’s broader point that remembrance events can take place in varied community settings, including faith communities, and can bring people together to recognise transgender lives lost to violence and prejudice.
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/object/719750 - Te Papa’s Collections Online entry documents a 1977 election advertisement for Carmen Rupe’s Wellington mayoral campaign. The museum identifies Carmen as a transgender performer, business owner and anti-discrimination activist who became a cultural icon in New Zealand and Australia. The entry notes that she was born near Taumarunui in 1936, moved to Auckland and Sydney, and later established businesses in Wellington, including cafés and a nightclub. It records that her 1977 campaign called for the decriminalisation of prostitution, abortion and homosexuality, and that she placed fourth. The collection record provides a museum-based historical source for the article’s claims about Carmen’s birth year, public life, business activity and mayoral candidacy. It also shows that her campaign survives in the national collections as printed ephemera, a reminder of her public presence and social advocacy. This record is focused on one object and does not describe the 2026 remembrance event or the Arohanui, Carmen xx exhibition. Its value is as corroboration for historical details, while the Wellington Museum event and exhibition pages provide the current event context. Together, the records establish Carmen’s cultural significance and explain why her legacy is central to the Wellington tribute.
image1.jpg




