LGBTQ Family Books Database Tops 2,100 Entries
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Families and educators looking for LGBTQ-inclusive books now have more than 2,100 entries to explore in the Mombian Database of LGBTQ Family Books. The searchable collection spans picture books, middle-grade titles and parenting resources, alongside music, toys and other media. Its milestone is welcome news for readers seeking age-appropriate stories, particularly as debate over access to LGBTQ-inclusive books continues.
Essential Takeaways
A growing collection: The database has passed 2,100 entries, up from just over 500 when it launched in January 2021.
Books for different ages: It includes more than 1,000 picture books, over 600 middle-grade titles and more than 100 early readers and chapter books.
More than books: Families can also find parenting titles, children’s music, toys, games and documentaries.
Use the reviews: A listing isn’t necessarily a recommendation; reviews discuss a title’s strengths and weaknesses.
A clear inclusion policy: The database excludes works created with generative AI and titles that aren’t affirming or of adequate quality.
A bigger bookshelf, with room to search
More than 2,100 entries make this a sizeable resource, but the useful detail is how readers can narrow the field. The Mombian Database covers children from birth to age 12, books for adults and related media, giving families and educators more than a single broad list to sift through.
Its categories include more than 1,000 picture books, including over 100 board books, and more than 600 middle-grade titles. There are also over 100 early readers and chapter books, as well as books for grown-ups; category totals overlap, so they don’t add up neatly to the full database count.
Find the right book for this reader
The live catalogue lets users filter by age group, format, topic, identity, family structure, creator and publication date. That means a reader can search for something quite specific, such as a board book about queer parents or a story featuring a transgender child, rather than relying on a general recommendation list.
The database also covers subjects including adoption, assisted reproduction, pronouns, disability and LGBTQ history. Reviews add another useful layer: as Mombian explains, inclusion in the catalogue doesn’t automatically mean a book is recommended, and some titles are included alongside guidance to assess them carefully.
Why the collection keeps growing
The database launched in January 2021 with just over 500 entries. Most of its growth has come from books published since then, though older titles have also been added, making the resource useful both for new releases and for filling gaps in a family bookshelf.
There are limits to what it covers. Mombian focuses on resources for parents and children up to age 12, rather than young-adult books, and says titles must be affirming and of adequate quality. The database also excludes books made using generative AI, reflecting the creator’s concern about the impact on writers and illustrators.
Book challenges make access matter
The milestone arrives amid continued pressure on LGBTQ-inclusive books. The Movement Advancement Project’s state maps show how laws and policies restricting discussion of LGBTQ topics in schools vary across the US, while the American Library Association reported 4,235 unique titles challenged in 2025. The ALA said 1,671 of those titles, or 40 per cent, represented the lived experiences of LGBTQIA+ people and people of colour.
A Supreme Court ruling adds another point of debate. In Mahmoud v. Taylor, the Court considered LGBTQ-inclusive storybooks used in elementary-school lessons and the removal of a parental opt-out option; its decision concerned classroom instruction, not a requirement to remove books from libraries. Meanwhile, Book Riot’s Kelly Jensen has discussed how censorship may shape publishing and library choices beyond the titles directly challenged.
Stories still have a place on the shelf
The outlook is complicated, but the database’s growth offers a practical reminder: LGBTQ-inclusive children’s books exist across a wide range of ages, subjects and formats. Mombian notes that publishing has continued, even as concerns about censorship and its effects on the wider book ecosystem persist.
For families and educators, the best starting point may be a specific reader or question, then a combination of filters and reviews. It’s a thoughtful way to find books that feel relevant without assuming every title will suit every child.
Browse the reviews and filters to find a resource that fits the reader in front of you.
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