Houston Gayest & Greatest 2026 Winners: A Community Guide
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Houston’s 29th Gayest & Greatest Readers’ Choice Awards celebrate the people, businesses and organisations readers value across the city’s LGBTQ community. OutSmart’s extensive 2026 results range from arts and dining to healthcare, nightlife and local services, making the list a lively snapshot of community favourites and a practical place to start exploring.
Essential Takeaways
Reader-selected honours: The awards recognise Houston people, businesses and organisations chosen by readers.
A broad community guide: Categories cover arts, food and drink, health, pets, travel, services and much more.
Some shared wins: Several categories have joint winners, including Best Local Equity Theater Company and Favorite Hamburger.
More than a list: OutSmart says proceeds from advertising opportunities support the OutSmart Foundation and its newsroom.
Houston’s favourites span the whole city
A readers’ choice list this large can feel a bit like opening a city-sized directory. But that’s part of its appeal: OutSmart’s 2026 Gayest & Greatest winners range from Archway Gallery and Houston Ballet to the University of Houston, Pearl Bar and Montrose Veterinary Clinic.
The honours cover arts, dining, nightlife, healthcare, community organisations, local businesses and more. For anyone looking for a new restaurant, a service provider or a community resource, the breadth makes the results useful well beyond a quick list of names.
Readers chose the winners, across dozens of categories
OutSmart describes the awards as a reader-selected celebration of Houston’s LGBTQ community, its businesses and its causes. The publication says the programme has run for 29 years, while its ballot information page reports more than 100,000 votes cast in 2025 and over 2,500 nominees.
There’s a telling detail in the ballot guidance: businesses can buy enhanced listings and promotional options, but OutSmart says advertising packages don’t determine the results. Winners and finalists are decided by reader participation, keeping the emphasis on votes rather than visibility alone.
From community theatre to a favourite bar
The results show just how varied local favourites can be. In arts, Pride Chorus Houston won Best Community Performing Arts Organization, Houston Ballet took Best Dance Company, and the Best Local Equity Theater Company award was shared by Alley Theatre and Stages.
Food and drink bring a different kind of local map. Barnaby’s Cafe won Favorite Local LGBTQ-Owned Restaurant, while Gristworkz picked up Best Cocktail and Best Bar for Mocktails. Pearl Bar was named Favorite LGBTQ Bar, a reminder that the awards recognise both places to gather and the people and organisations behind community life.
The honours also put names to local work
Some results offer a useful starting point for learning more about the people behind the recognition. OutSmart’s profile of Bethsheba Johnson adds context to her award as Best Female Physician’s Assistant/Nurse Practitioner, describing her return to direct patient care at Crofoot MD Clinic and Research Center in Houston in February 2026.
The results also name Robert Shipman as winner of Best Wedding/Event Planner and Best Wedding/Event Florist. In a separate profile, OutSmart describes how his approach to celebrations draws on the people being celebrated, as well as influences including art, fashion and memory. That extra context makes an awards result feel less like a title and more like an invitation to discover someone’s work.
A guide, not the last word
OutSmart says readers use the winners lists as a guide to community resources, and its event listing also promotes a celebration where guests can meet winners and finalists. The results can help narrow down where to start, whether you’re choosing a restaurant or looking for an organisation to support.
And because the list is so wide-ranging, it’s worth exploring the categories that matter most to you rather than treating the winners as a one-size-fits-all verdict. Local recommendations are often most useful when they lead you to a place or person you might not have found otherwise.
Use the list as a starting point, then follow your own curiosity around Houston.
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