Highland Pride Vigil: What to Know About Inverness’s Trans Remembrance Event
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A quiet gathering in Inverness will bring LGBTQ+ people and allies together to remember those lost to anti-trans violence. Highland Pride’s annual Trans Day of Remembrance vigil is planned for Eden Court’s Playhouse Cinema on Friday, 20 November, with names read aloud and time afterwards for people to support one another.
Essential Takeaways
A local remembrance: Highland Pride’s vigil is planned for Eden Court’s Playhouse Cinema in Inverness.
Names will be read: The event is intended as a quiet space to remember trans people lost to violence.
Allies are welcome: Highland Pride says the gathering is open to LGBTQ+ people and allies.
Time to talk afterwards: Attendees can stay at Eden Court to socialise and support one another.
The global figures need care: TGEU recorded 273 reported murders for the stated October 2025 to September 2026 period, not 354.
A quiet vigil, with room to remember
A name read aloud can make a global loss feel startlingly close. Highland Pride’s annual Trans Day of Remembrance vigil is planned for Eden Court’s Playhouse Cinema, giving people in Inverness and the wider Highlands a space to pause, remember and be together.
The Inverness Courier reported that the evening would include a reading of names and information about people lost during the preceding year. Highland Pride describes a candle-lit Trans Day of Remembrance vigil among its activities, as part of its work to support LGBTQ+ people in the Highlands.
Why Highland Pride makes space for remembrance
The vigil has become part of Highland Pride’s calendar, but its purpose reaches beyond commemoration. In comments to the Inverness Courier, committee member Roz White said the gathering helps keep trans people visible and strengthens a sense of belonging. She also welcomed allies, arguing that wider understanding can help challenge intolerance.
Highland Pride’s official About page describes the charity as volunteer-run and focused on advancing the wellbeing of the LGBTQ+ community in the Highlands. Its events are for LGBTQ+ people and allies, giving the vigil a clear local role: remembrance, yes, but also connection.
What the global figures do - and don't - tell us
There’s an important distinction between the figure in the local report and the monitoring data. The Inverness Courier says 354 names would be read, but TGEU’s 2026 update records 273 reported murders worldwide between 1 October 2025 and 30 September 2026.
Those figures shouldn’t be treated as interchangeable. TGEU says its total covers documented murders, not every death, and warns that gaps in reporting mean the actual toll may be higher. Its detailed name list records reported cases; it isn’t a comprehensive register of all trans people who died, including deaths by suicide.
Allies are part of the invitation
The event listing says the gathering is open to the LGBTQ+ community and allies, with an opportunity to stay and talk afterwards. That informal space matters: a remembrance event can be solemn without leaving people to carry the emotion alone.
For anyone planning to attend, the key details in the listing are Friday, 20 November 2026, at 6.30 pm, in Eden Court’s Playhouse Cinema. Check the event listing before setting out, particularly if you need to confirm arrangements.
A familiar date, with a local purpose
Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed on 20 November. GLAAD describes it as an annual day honouring transgender people whose lives were lost through anti-transgender violence, with the observance tracing back to a vigil organised in 1999.
In Inverness, the gathering brings that act of remembrance into a local setting. As Highland Pride’s comments make clear, inviting allies is part of the point: understanding and support are built not only by reading names, but by showing up for one another.
A quiet hour of remembrance can also be a way to make community visible.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [3]- Paragraph 2: [2], [4]- Paragraph 3: [2]- Paragraph 4: [4]- Paragraph 5: [2], [5]- Paragraph 6: [5], [6]- Paragraph 7: [3]- Paragraph 8: [3]- Paragraph 9: [7]- Paragraph 10: [2], [4]
Bibliography
1. https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/highland-pride-s-annual-trans-day-of-remembrance-vigil-retur-450176/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/highland-pride-s-annual-trans-day-of-remembrance-vigil-retur-450176/ - The Inverness Courier article reports that Highland Pride planned its annual Transgender Day of Remembrance vigil for Friday, 20 November, at Eden Court’s Playhouse Cinema. It describes the gathering as a quiet space to remember trans people killed around the world and to support LGBTQ+ people and allies in the Highlands. The article says attendees would hear names and information about people who had died during the preceding year, then could continue talking together in Eden Court’s foyer. Highland Pride committee member Roz White explains why the vigil matters to the charity and its community: remembering people lost to anti-trans violence, strengthening belonging, and keeping trans people visible. She also welcomes allies, saying that greater understanding can help counter intolerance and phobia. The report presents the event as an established part of Highland Pride’s calendar and notes that the committee’s work has become a shared effort. This is the source for the article’s local event details, its account of the vigil’s aims, and the attributed comments from White. However, the article’s figure of 354 people is not supported by the other current sources listed here: TGEU’s 2026 monitoring update reports 273 documented murders for the stated October 2025–September 2026 period. The article itself could not be independently fetched during link checking.
https://happeningnext.com/event/trans-day-of-remembrance-eid3a0e8xbvjt - This event listing advertises Highland Pride’s Trans Day of Remembrance gathering at Eden Court Theatre and Cinema in Inverness on Friday, 20 November 2026. It gives a start time of 6.30 pm and identifies the Playhouse Cinema as the venue. The listing says Highland Pride SCIO holds a commemorative event each year for members of the trans community who have been lost. It describes the format as reading names and creating a quiet, reflective space for the LGBTQ+ community in Inverness and the Highlands, as well as allies. It also notes that Eden Court’s café and bar area will be available afterwards for people who want to stay and talk. These details support the article’s claims about the date, venue, remembrance format, invitation to allies, and informal social time after the formal event. The listing does not confirm the article’s stated tally of 354 people or provide an independently checked list for the reporting period. It is an event-discovery page rather than an official Highland Pride or Eden Court publication, so its information is best read as supporting event particulars, not as a source for global violence statistics or quotations from the article. The page was accessible when checked.
https://highlandpride.org/about/ - Highland Pride’s official About page describes the organisation as a volunteer-run Scottish charity whose purpose is to advance the wellbeing of the LGBTQ+ community in the Highlands. It states that the charity stages Highland Pride and a candle-lit vigil for Trans Day of Remembrance, supporting the article’s description of the vigil as part of the organisation’s regular calendar. The page also explains that Highland Pride’s events serve LGBTQ+ people and allies in the Highlands and visitors to the region. It says the charity works through information-sharing, signposting, collaboration with allied groups, and public events, providing context for the article’s emphasis on belonging, visibility, and community support. The page names Roz White as Highland Pride’s secretary, corroborating her connection to the committee, although it does not independently verify the quotations attributed to her in the news report. It also describes Highland Pride as volunteer-organised and says its events are supported through donations, sponsorship, and fundraising. This source is useful for checking the charity’s role and stated aims, and for establishing that a Trans Day of Remembrance vigil is among its activities. It does not give the 2026 event schedule, the names to be read, or a death tally; those details require separate sources.
https://www.tgeu.org/trans-murder-monitoring-2026-shows-that-every-32-hours-a-trans-person-was-murdered/ - TGEU’s 2026 Trans Murder Monitoring update reports 273 trans and gender-diverse people murdered worldwide between 1 October 2025 and 30 September 2026. It gives the average as one reported murder every 32 hours and says cases were reported in 35 countries. The report stresses that the figures capture reported murders, not every death, and warns that hostile conditions, reduced civic space, media and state-backed hostility, and funding cuts make monitoring and reporting harder. Its findings include that 95 per cent of recorded victims were trans women or transfeminine people, 75 per cent were Black or Brown, and nearly seven in ten recorded murders occurred in Latin America and the Caribbean. The update is directly relevant to the article’s description of remembering trans lives lost worldwide and to the reporting-period dates. Crucially, it does not support the article’s figure of 354: TGEU’s published total for that exact period is 273. It also specifically counts murders, so it should not be presented as a tally of all deaths by suicide or other causes. The monitoring update provides a more appropriate source for the numerical claim and its limitations, while distinguishing documented cases from the actual global toll, which TGEU says may be higher.
https://tgeu.org/files/uploads/2026/11/2026-TMM-Namelist.pdf - This TGEU PDF is the detailed 2026 Trans Murder Monitoring name list underlying the organisation’s annual update. It contains records of reported cases, with individual entries and source links, and is associated with TGEU’s global monitoring project. The document supports the general point that monitoring organisations assemble names and case information for people reported murdered during the monitoring period. It also illustrates why counts should be attributed carefully: each entry depends on reporting and documentation, and the database includes individual case records rather than a comprehensive register of every trans person who died. Read alongside TGEU’s annual summary, the list relates to the period from 1 October 2025 through 30 September 2026 and supports a reported-murder count of 273, not the article’s stated 354. It therefore does not substantiate a claim that 354 people were killed or driven to suicide during that period. The PDF is a large primary-source dataset and may contain sensitive information about victims and circumstances of death. Its purpose is monitoring documented murders, not serving as an all-cause death list or a definitive measure of violence. It is useful for checking the scope and evidence behind the monitoring total, while the event details and Highland Pride’s local rationale are supported by the separate event and charity pages.
https://glaad.org/tdor/ - GLAAD’s explainer describes Transgender Day of Remembrance as an annual observance on 20 November honouring transgender people whose lives were lost through anti-transgender violence. It traces the observance to 1999, when transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith organised a vigil in memory of Rita Hester, a transgender woman killed in 1998. The page explains that the first vigil commemorated Hester and other transgender people lost to violence, and that the event became an annual tradition. This background supports the article’s explanation of why people gather to read names and remember those killed, and why the date is significant. GLAAD also places the day within a wider effort to raise visibility and acknowledge the continuing effects of anti-transgender bigotry and violence. It does not verify the Inverness event’s venue, schedule, or the names to be read, and it is not a source for the article’s particular tally of 354. The page was found in search results but its full text could not be fetched during checking, so this summary is limited to the indexed description. Use Highland Pride’s own site and the event listing for local details, and TGEU’s 2026 monitoring report for the reporting-period murder figures.
image1.jpg




