Wellington Trans Rights Rally Challenges Gender Definitions Bill
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A crowd of more than 100 trans people and allies gathered at Wellington’s Cuba Street Bucket Fountain to oppose the proposed Gender Definitions Bill. Organised by Queer Endurance in Defiance, the November rally followed a much larger June gathering and sent a clear message to incoming politicians: supporters say they’ll keep standing up for trans rights, whoever holds power.
Essential Takeaways
More than 100 attended: Queer Endurance in Defiance held the rally at Wellington’s Cuba Street Bucket Fountain on 15 November 2026.
A continuing campaign: Organisers described the gathering as a follow-up to a June rally reported to have drawn 2,000 people.
The bill’s proposal: The legislation would add definitions of “woman”, “female”, “man” and “male” to the Legislation Act 2019.
Solidarity was central: Speakers linked trans rights with collective resistance, liberation and workers’ rights.
A rally with a message for incoming politicians
More than 100 people gathered at the Cuba Street Bucket Fountain, with speeches, chants and a striking performance at the heart of the event. The rally opposed the Legislation (Definitions of Woman and Man) Amendment Bill and urged incoming politicians to take notice of the community’s resolve.
According to Scoop, speakers Amal and Millie spoke about political responsibility and the value of standing together. A youth speaker and an open mic were also part of the programme, bringing young voices into a gathering focused on solidarity.
The bill at the centre of the protest
The New Zealand legislation page says the members’ bill would add definitions of “woman” and “female”, and “man” and “male”, to the Legislation Act 2019. It proposes that those definitions apply across legislation unless a particular Act provides otherwise.
That legal detail helps explain why campaigners focused on the bill itself, rather than treating the rally as a general protest. In June, Queer Endurance in Defiance had already organised a public action against the proposal, part of a campaign that continued into November.
From June’s rally to a broader campaign
The November gathering followed a June rally that organisers said attracted 2,000 people. Scoop reported that the earlier event was organised by Queer Endurance in Defiance, while PrideNZ documents a 13 June rally and march in Wellington against the bill, with speeches, chants and a march through the city.
Those June sources establish the campaign’s timeline and themes, but they don’t independently confirm the reported crowd size. Still, the sequence is clear: the November rally was another public show of opposition, not the first time QED had mobilised around the proposed definitions.
A performance made the point plain
One of the day’s most vivid moments involved a performer wearing a papier-mâché Winston Peters head, chased around the stage by young people carrying pride flags as the crowd chanted, “We defy your definitions”. It was theatrical, but the message was direct: young people were not standing alone.
QED member Charlie said the performance showed queer young people that trans adults would stand up for them. Amal also challenged politicians to take a clear position, while Millie connected the fight for trans rights with wider struggles for liberation and workers’ rights. Their remarks framed the rally as both a protest against a specific bill and a call for collective action.
Why solidarity matters beyond one rally
QED describes itself as a group organising actions for queer rights and liberation in Aotearoa. Its background includes a 2021 Wellington rally, opposition to a planned 2023 visit by anti-trans campaigner Posie Parker, and a 2025 hīkoi concerning young people’s access to puberty blockers.
The Ministry of Health says that, after a High Court decision in October 2026, clinicians could prescribe puberty blockers to young people with gender dysphoria or gender incongruence. That policy context is separate from the bill debated at the rally, but it helps show how several issues have featured in QED’s wider activism.
The organisers’ account presents the November gathering as an act of community support as well as protest. That combination can be powerful: a crowd, a chant and messages left in chalk can make a public space feel different, even after the speeches end.
Keep an eye on the bill’s progress, and on the communities making their views heard.
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