Greater Hartford PRIDE Giving Circle Makes Community Giving Personal
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A new PRIDE Giving Circle in Greater Hartford is designed to do more than raise money for LGBTQIA+ communities. The initiative brings residents into shared learning and grant decisions, with membership options intended to make participation more accessible. Its model offers a practical way to connect local giving with the people and organisations closest to community needs.
Essential Takeaways
A new community fund: Greater Hartford Gives has committed $250,000 to seed its PRIDE Giving Circle.
A say in grantmaking: Voting members pool contributions, learn about local needs and help decide which organisations receive grants.
More than one way to join: The Foundation lists a $365 annual Voting Membership, a pay-what-you-can Supporting Membership and a $730 PRIDE Champion option that sponsors another participant.
A model with a track record: The Foundation’s Catalyst circle has made 68 grants totalling $1.1 million; its circles have awarded more than $1.75 million combined, according to Connecticut Voice.
Giving circles turn donations into shared decisions
A giving circle changes the feel of charitable giving. Instead of sending a donation and stepping away, members pool money, learn about local needs and take part in decisions about where grants go.
That mix of funding and involvement is central to the idea. The Center for High Impact Philanthropy at the University of Pennsylvania describes collective giving as a way for donors to share influence and learn from organisations and community leaders. The PRIDE Giving Circle is being developed with that broader purpose in mind: supporting LGBTQIA+ communities while building understanding and connection.
Why Greater Hartford is creating a PRIDE circle
Connecticut Voice reported that the initiative grew from community requests and survey feedback, particularly around support for LGBTQIA+ young people. Greater Hartford Gives committed $250,000 to establish the fund, giving the new circle an initial base for its work.
The Foundation describes the PRIDE circle as its fourth giving circle, alongside Catalyst, Latino and Black. Its announcement says the initiative aims to strengthen LGBTQIA+ organisations through equity-focused giving, engagement and shared learning, with attention to underserved communities.
Membership is designed to leave room for different budgets
According to the Foundation’s giving-circle information, a Voting Membership costs $365 a year and includes participation in grantmaking. A Supporting Membership is pay-what-you-can, while the $730 PRIDE Champion option sponsors another person’s participation.
Those choices make the circle more flexible than a single entry price. They also distinguish between supporting the work and having a vote on grants, so prospective members can check which option best fits their means and the level of involvement they want.
Learning is part of the grantmaking
Members are expected to do more than choose a recipient. Connecticut Voice reported plans for educational programming that could bring in nonprofit leaders, elected representatives and other community figures, helping participants understand the issues and organisations under discussion.
That approach fits a recognised strength of collective giving. Fidelity Charitable notes that giving circles can combine pooled contributions with shared learning and local connections, while the Center for High Impact Philanthropy highlights the value of listening to community knowledge when funding decisions are made. The aim is not simply to make a grant, but to make a more informed one.
Local relationships can widen who gets heard
The Foundation says its Community Funds cover 29 towns, giving organisers a regional network through which to share information about the circle. Connecticut Voice also reported that the steering committee wants to reach people beyond the usual networks by connecting through trusted local contacts.
That matters because a welcoming structure only works if people know it exists. For anyone considering joining, the useful first step is to decide whether they want a voting role, a supporting role or to sponsor another member, then contact the Foundation for current details.
A chance to shape community giving together
The PRIDE Giving Circle brings money, learning and local decision-making under one roof. Its promise will rest not only on the resources it raises, but on whether people across the community can take part and help guide where those resources go.
If you’re interested, explore the Foundation’s membership options and find the role that suits you.
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