Gay Influencers to Follow: From Pop-Culture Historians to Comedians
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Scroll past the quick-hit selfies and you’ll find gay creators building real connections through comedy, travel, queer history and candid conversation. Queerty asked readers about the influencers they keep coming back to, revealing a lively mix of familiar faces and specialist voices. Here’s what makes these creators worth following beyond the algorithm’s next handsome face.
Essential Takeaways
Queer history with a pop-culture lens: Matt Baume explores films and television through LGBTQ+ history and behind-the-scenes stories.
Comedy comes in many forms: Colton Dowling works as a stand-up comedian, writer and actor, while StanChris mixes humour with interviews and other video formats.
Travel is part of the appeal: Henry Jiménez combines photography and travel content with personal reflection.
Influence can reach beyond entertainment: Tyler Oakley’s career spans online video, advocacy, books and a podcast.
The best gay influencers offer more than a good scroll
A striking photograph may catch the eye, but a creator’s point of view is often what makes people stay. That’s the thread running through Queerty’s reader picks: alongside thirst traps and funny clips, followers value queer history, honest storytelling and a sense of connection.
Matt Baume is a good example. His official website describes a Seattle-based writer and video creator who examines films and television from a queer perspective, tracing the people and histories behind familiar cultural works. His projects also extend to books, podcasts and events, so there’s more to explore than a passing video.
Why queer pop-culture history keeps people watching
For viewers who like their entertainment with context, Baume’s work connects familiar scenes and performers to a wider history of LGBTQ+ representation. That can make a recap feel less like a quick nostalgia trip and more like a way into stories that might otherwise be overlooked.
His website lists projects including Hi Honey, I’m Homo!, about queer comedy’s influence on the American sitcom, and Defining Marriage, which follows people involved in campaigns for marriage equality. It’s a reminder that social platforms can be a doorway to deeper work, not just an endless stream of short clips.
Comedy, candour and a community-minded streak
Readers also singled out comedians and creators whose appeal lies in their personality. Colton Dowling’s website identifies him as a gay stand-up comedian, writer and actor, with work at festivals and clubs as well as a podcast. That gives curious followers a route from a funny post to his broader comedy career.
Meanwhile, StanChris brings together humour, travel videos, interviews and advice. His biography says his content grew out of his own experiences after coming out, with the aim of helping queer young people feel less alone. An independent GoPride profile also describes how his work expanded from short-form videos to longer YouTube content, showing how a creator’s voice can develop alongside an audience.
Travel stories can make the feed feel more personal
Henry Jiménez’s profile offers a different kind of escape: photography, travel advice, hotel reviews and reflections on experiences around the world. Media Travelers describes his work as focused on travel and self-love, with personal storytelling alongside destination content.
That mix helps explain why people may follow a travel creator for more than attractive scenery. A place becomes more compelling when the person sharing it also offers a point of view, a cultural detail or an honest reflection. And, as the reader responses suggest, a creator’s vulnerability can be just as memorable as their pictures.
Influence stretches beyond the scroll
Tyler Oakley is a reminder that online fame can grow into a broader public career. Simon & Schuster describes him as a pop-culture figure, social-rights advocate and LGBTQ+ voice on YouTube, with work spanning interviews, live appearances, writing and the podcast Psychobabble.
The common thread isn’t one particular format or look. It’s a distinctive perspective, whether that means explaining queer history, making people laugh or offering a more personal view of travel and LGBTQ+ life. Follow the creators whose work gives you something to enjoy, learn from or feel seen by.
The best follow is the one that leaves you with more than another scroll.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: Lead article only - Paragraph 2: [2]- Paragraph 3: [2]- Paragraph 4: [2]- Paragraph 5: [3]- Paragraph 6: [4], [7]- Paragraph 7: [5]- Paragraph 8: [5]- Paragraph 9: [6]- Paragraph 10: Lead article only
Bibliography
1. https://www.queerty.com/from-thirst-trappers-to-historians-gays-name-their-favorite-influencers-20261115/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.mattbaume.com/ - Matt Baume’s official website presents him as a Seattle-based writer who tells true stories about pop culture history. It describes his video work as exploring films and television from a queer perspective, with attention to the people and behind-the-scenes histories that shaped familiar cultural works. This supports the article’s description of Baume as a creator who supplies historical context for queer representation in popular media. The site also points visitors towards his YouTube videos and weekly bonus material on Patreon, illustrating how his work extends across platforms. His books include Hi Honey, I’m Homo!, about the influence of queer comedy on the American sitcom, and Defining Marriage, which follows people who campaigned for marriage equality over several decades. The site further lists podcasts, speaking engagements and events, showing that his creative activity is not confined to social media. Overall, the page portrays a specialist whose work combines entertainment, historical research and queer cultural commentary. It helps explain why viewers who want more than quick reactions might follow him: his videos and writing place familiar shows, performers and cultural moments into a broader story about LGBTQ+ history and representation. The website is an authoritative primary source for his stated work and projects.
https://coltondowling.com/ - Colton Dowling’s official website identifies him as a gay stand-up comedian, writer and actor. It presents his work as comedy performed at festivals and clubs, and offers visitors links to his biography, tour information, podcast, merchandise and contact details. The biography section lists credits and festivals, including SXSW, Skankfest, Moontower and High Plains, and notes that he has opened for established comedians. This supports the article’s description of Dowling as a stand-up comic, while giving readers a direct place to learn about his professional work rather than relying on an informal social-media profile. The website also features his podcast, Some of This Is Bad, hosted with a rotating cast of guests, and says new episodes are released on Mondays. A mailing-list sign-up offers updates about tour dates and clips. The home page uses an irreverent, self-deprecating voice that fits a comedian’s public persona, but the most useful details are practical: his roles, current projects and ways to follow or book him. The site does not independently verify the article’s judgement that his comedy is crass; instead, it confirms his identity and career as a comic and multi-disciplinary performer.
https://stan-chris.com/about-stanchris/ - This biography page introduces Chris Stanley, known online as StanChris, and outlines his LGBTQ+-focused work across social platforms. It describes a mix of travel vlogs, memes, street interviews and videos featuring his family, as well as his transition from short-form comedy to longer videos, advice, parodies, music and short films. The page says that he began making videos after coming out and experienced rejection from friends in high school; he later drew on those experiences to make content intended to help queer young people feel less alone. It also mentions his collaborations and his advocacy for greater acceptance of LGBTQ+ people. A particularly relevant section discusses his interest in bearish and chubby men and says he has made videos challenging strict body standards in gay culture. That background helps contextualise the article’s description of him as relatable and a supporter of bears. The biography further notes that he includes family members in content, including videos intended to help parents understand their LGBTQ+ children. As this is an official creator biography, follower counts and project details may change over time, but it provides direct information about the themes, formats and motivations associated with StanChris’s work.
https://mediatravelers.com/portfolio-item/henry-jimenez/ - Media Travelers’ portfolio entry profiles Henry Jiménez as a Mexican creator focused on photography and travel. It says his images aim to encourage self-love and inspire followers to discover new places and reflect on experiences around the world. The profile traces his interest in photography to 2009, when he acquired his first camera, and describes documenting travel as a full-time pursuit. It characterises his online output as a combination of photography, travel advice, hotel reviews, cultural details, personal reflection and adventures. This supports the article’s description of Jiménez as a creator whose appeal includes both travel and personal vulnerability, rather than simply his appearance. The page also gives platform audience figures, although those numbers are dated and should not be treated as current; follower totals change frequently. It identifies a range of commercial partnerships and brands associated with his work, illustrating how his creator profile spans sponsored content and travel media. The Spanish-language page is a portfolio supplied by a creator-management and media organisation, so it is useful for understanding how his professional work is presented and what subjects he covers. It offers context for why audiences might follow his travel stories and personal content, not just his photographs.
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Tyler-Oakley/514161186 - Simon & Schuster’s official author page describes Tyler Oakley as a pop-culture figure, social-rights advocate and prominent LGBTQ+ voice on YouTube. It summarises his rise through humorous, direct-to-camera videos, interviews and advocacy, and mentions high-profile conversations with Michelle Obama, One Direction and Ellen DeGeneres. The publisher also notes his live tour and the podcast Psychobabble. This supports the article’s depiction of Oakley as an established online personality whose work extends beyond entertainment into social issues. The page highlights Binge, his collection of personal, witty essays, and frames it as a New York Times bestseller. It also presents Oakley’s writing alongside his public-facing online career, showing how his audience and creative identity cross between video, books, interviews and live appearances. Because it is a publisher page, it is a strong source for bibliographic and career information, though its biographical wording and audience measurements may not reflect the latest changes. It does not independently substantiate the article’s claims about the current frequency of his political posts or the affectionate comment on his appearance. Rather, it verifies the broader foundations of his reputation: a substantial digital following, LGBTQ+ advocacy, humour and a sustained presence in online media.
https://chicago.gopride.com/news/article.cfm/articleid/137331225 - This GoPride interview profiles Chris Stanley, known as StanChris, and describes his work as a creator whose videos centre LGBTQ+ life, humour and interviews. It recounts how a video featuring Stanley and a straight friend went viral, and discusses another popular clip in which he asks straight men to identify a Grindr notification sound. Stanley explains that he began posting on TikTok after high school, found an audience for LGBTQ+-focused videos and then expanded to weekly long-form YouTube content. The article traces his early use of Instagram selfies and thirst-trap photographs, followed by experimentation with Q&As, parody, interviews and more produced projects. It also gives his stated motivation: to offer LGBTQ+ teens a positive example and help them feel less alone, drawing on the support he himself found in online videos after coming out. The piece notes that visibility brings responsibility and sometimes hostile reactions, but says he remains committed to representing the community. It includes personal details and interview quotations that show the evolution of his work and personality. This independent profile complements the creator’s own biography and supports the article’s broader portrayal of StanChris as funny, candid and connected to queer audiences.
image1.jpg




