Canberra events this week: 6 standout things to do
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Canberra is heading into a busy week, with BMX action, markets, live music and community festivals on the calendar. From Braddon to Tuggeranong, there are options for families, culture fans and anyone keen to get out and explore. Here are six highlights from the city’s packed events programme, with practical details to help you plan.
Essential Takeaways
Free open house: UNSW Canberra City opens its doors on Thursday 19 November, with demonstrations, activities, live music and local food vendors.
BMX in the streets: ACT Jam runs from 20 to 22 November, moving from Braddon to Stromlo Forest Park on Sunday.
A festival in Tuggeranong: SouthFest brings markets, food, entertainment and community activities to the town centre on Saturday 21 November.
Pop culture for all ages: GEEK EXPO: Xmas Edition takes place at Exhibition Park in Canberra on Saturday, with free entry for children under 12.
Pride across the city: SpringOUT’s November programme spans sport, performance, social events and community gatherings.
Canberra has a packed week ahead
There’s plenty to choose from in Canberra this week, but a few events stand out for their mix of spectacle and easy-going, community feel. At ACT Jam, Braddon’s Elouera Street becomes a BMX course before the action moves to Stromlo Forest Park on Sunday. Expect riders taking on best-trick and high-air competitions, with dirt jumps and live bands later in the weekend.
Events Canberra lists ACT Jam as free and suitable for spectators of all ages. The changing setting gives the festival two distinct moods: street-level action in Braddon, then dirt riding at the Hillfire jumps. Paragraph sources: [3]
Get hands-on at UNSW Canberra City
Curious about what happens inside a university’s innovation spaces? The UNSW Canberra City Open House offers a chance to explore facilities and see demonstrations, alongside a Cyber Escape Room, coding challenge and Reverse Shark Tank activity. There’ll also be live music, games and local food vendors.
The event runs from 4 pm to 7 pm on Thursday 19 November at 37 Constitution Avenue, Reid. Events Canberra describes it as free, with a programme that includes demonstrations at ProtoHub and the Large-scale Indoor Robotics Test Arena. Paragraph sources: [2]
SouthFest brings Tuggeranong together
For a family-friendly Saturday outing, SouthFest takes over streets and laneways in Tuggeranong Town Centre. The programme includes market stalls, local makers, food vendors, live entertainment and activities across two stages, giving visitors plenty to browse between performances.
There’s a practical side to the festival, too: Events Canberra says its New Energy Hub will feature electric vehicles, renewable energy and ideas for sustainable living, while a Response, Recovery and Resilience Hub will share information about emergency readiness. SouthFest is free and runs from 10 am to 4 pm on 21 November at 216 Cowlishaw Street, Greenway. Paragraph sources: [4]
Pop culture fans, make a date
GEEK EXPO: Xmas Edition brings comics, collectibles, gaming and cosplay to Exhibition Park in Canberra on Saturday 21 November. The programme is pitched as a family-oriented celebration, so it could suit a mixed-age group with different fandoms under one roof.
Doors are listed as open from 9 am to 5 pm, and children under 12 enter free. Events Canberra also notes wheelchair access and support for visitors with a range of learning and communication needs. Paragraph sources: [5]
Pride events stretch beyond one big day
SpringOUT offers a wider-ranging way to join Canberra’s Pride celebrations, with a November programme covering sport, performance, social events, food and drink, workshops and community gatherings. That variety means the festival isn’t just one date to circle; its listings offer different ways to take part across the month.
The SpringOUT events calendar is the best place to check individual dates and venues, as programme details can change. With events spread across the city, it’s worth checking the listing before setting out. Paragraph sources: [6]
Cheer on the next wave of local musicians
Tuggeranong Arts Centre hosts the Battle of the Bands Finals: Lakeside Jam on Saturday 21 November, from 5 pm to 10 pm. Finalists will perform on the lakeside stage, giving audiences a chance to hear emerging musicians in a relaxed, all-ages setting.
Events Canberra recommends bringing a picnic rug, and notes that food and drink stalls will be available. The event is free, with no alcohol, smoking, vaping or drugs permitted on the premises, making it an easy option for families keen to support local talent. Paragraph sources: [7]
Pick the event that suits your mood, then check its listing before you head out.
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