Brisbane Pride’s LGBTQIA+ youth formal celebrates belonging
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Brisbane Pride’s free LGBTQIA+ youth formal brought around 100 young people to Brisbane City Hall for an evening of food, games and live entertainment. The annual event offers a welcoming alternative for those who can’t attend, or don’t feel comfortable at, a school formal, while a first Gold Coast Pride Formal is set to extend that invitation to more young people.
A City Hall formal filled with community spirit
Around 100 young people gathered at Brisbane City Hall for Brisbane Pride’s latest formal, with some travelling from as far as Maryborough and Kilcoy. Volunteers from Dykes on Bikes helped prepare the venue and welcome guests, giving the evening a warm start before the celebrations got under way.
The programme paired a two-course meal with games and entertainment from local performers. Drag hosts Ivvy Monroe, Gia Von She and Ja’mie Displays helped make the formal feel like a celebration on its own terms.
Brisbane Pride president James McCarthy said the event was about more than a night out: it was a way for young people to feel accepted, visible and supported by their community.
Why the annual formal matters
Brisbane Pride has run the free formal since 2017, creating a space for LGBTQIA+ young people who might not be able to attend their school event or feel comfortable doing so. Brisbane Pride’s event information notes that discrimination, exclusion, anxiety or restrictions on bringing a same-sex partner can all affect whether a student feels welcome.
That context gives the evening its particular meaning. A meal, music and a chance to dress up may sound like familiar formal ingredients, but being able to celebrate alongside people who accept you can change the experience.
The event is open to Queensland school-age students up to 21, including LGBTQIA+ young people, allies and friends. Brisbane Pride describes it as a drug- and alcohol-free celebration supported by the local community and Brisbane City Council.
The Gold Coast is planning its first Pride Formal
The Gold Coast Pride Collective is preparing to host its inaugural Pride Formal at QT Gold Coast on Saturday 21 November 2026. The free event is intended for LGBTQIA+ young people, with allies and friends also welcome.
The plan has faced a discouraging obstacle: some people registered for free tickets as a joke, without intending to attend. QNews reported that organisers released additional tickets and said they would go ahead regardless of attendance numbers.
Still, the reason for holding the event is clear. Organisers want young people to have a place to celebrate in a setting where they can feel safe, accepted and supported.
What makes a youth formal feel welcoming?
The Brisbane and Gold Coast events share a simple idea: a formal should be a celebration, not a test of whether someone fits in. Brisbane Pride’s programme includes dinner and performances, while the Gold Coast event is planned as a party-style gathering with activities and entertainment.
For young people considering the Gold Coast event, it’s worth checking the organiser’s latest information before making plans, particularly for ticket availability and event details. Community members can also look into ways to support the event, as organisers have invited donations and other forms of help.
A welcoming formal doesn’t need to be complicated. It needs to give young people room to show up as themselves, and to know they’re not doing it alone.
Two formals, one shared message
Brisbane Pride’s latest gathering shows how an annual event can offer both a joyful night and a sense of connection. The Gold Coast initiative brings that same intention to a new setting, even after the ticket registrations created a setback.
There’s something quietly powerful about making space for young people to celebrate without having to explain who they are or why they belong. These formals are built around that promise.
A night of celebration can mean more when everyone is welcome to be themselves.
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