Washington Voters Reject Anti-Trans Student Privacy Ballot Measure
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Washington voters have rejected a ballot measure that could have required schools to disclose transgender pupils’ information to parents, including when a young person might be at risk. The result offers a striking contrast with other recent fights over transgender rights, from a court victory for an inclusive sports team in New York to a landmark ruling in Trinidad and Tobago.
Voters say no to forced outing
The clearest result in Washington’s ballot fight was a rejection of Initiative 001: just over 52 per cent of voters opposed it. Had it passed, the measure could have overturned state protections and required school staff to share information about transgender students with their parents.
That wasn’t a small distinction. As LGBTQ Nation reported, legal challenges from Legal Voice and the ACLU of Washington warned that forced disclosure could make it harder for young people to seek confidential help with health care, counselling, sexuality or gender identity. Privacy can be more than a policy detail when a student’s home may not be safe.
The vote sits within a wider rights debate
The initiative was part of a broader national campaign around transgender rights, but Washington voters weren’t asked to decide a single, all-encompassing question. The state also had a separate ballot measure concerning transgender participation in girls’ sports, and voters approved that proposal.
That contrast matters: ballot results can reflect different views on distinct policies, rather than a simple yes-or-no verdict on transgender people’s rights. The rejected measure also followed earlier legislation intended to protect student privacy and access to confidential support.
A New York court backs a trans-inclusive sports team
Meanwhile, a New York appeals court overturned Nassau County’s ban on transgender athletes in women’s and girls’ recreational sports. The case involved the Long Island Roller Rebels, a trans-inclusive roller-derby team, and a separate challenge brought by New York Attorney General Letitia James.
According to LGBTQ Nation, the judges found the county measure conflicted with state law, including protections against discrimination based on gender identity or expression in public spaces. The ruling is a win for the plaintiffs, though the county attorney was reviewing the decision and considering whether to appeal further.
Trinidad and Tobago ruling overturns a criminal ban
In another major legal development, the Privy Council unanimously overturned Trinidad and Tobago’s prohibition on same-sex intimacy. LGBTQ Nation reported that the decision concerned Section 13 of the Sexual Offences Act, which carried a possible prison sentence of up to five years, although the law was reportedly not enforced.
The case began with activist Jason Jones in 2017 and moved through several courts before reaching the Privy Council. The ruling could influence debate elsewhere, but it doesn’t automatically change laws in other territories. That distinction is important: a landmark judgment can travel in its influence, even when its legal effect does not.
Public support takes other forms, too
Courtrooms and ballot boxes aren’t the only places where LGBTQ+ support is visible. Chappell Roan’s two-night Super Graphic Spectacular event in Los Angeles reportedly raised two million dollars for transgender young people, combining performances with a block party and opportunities to connect with local LGBTQ+ organisations.
The fundraiser was organised by Roan’s Midwest Princess Project, established to support trans youth. And for a different kind of milestone, Democrat Victoria Broderick won Tennessee’s Fourth Congressional District by 280 votes after running a campaign that spent less than $100,000, becoming the state’s first openly queer member of Congress, LGBTQ Nation reported.
What these wins do, and don’t, tell us
Together, these stories show several routes to change: voters rejecting a specific proposal, judges weighing laws against existing protections, and community projects directing money towards young people. They don’t erase the continuing disputes or make each legal outcome universal, but they do show why the details of a measure or ruling matter.
For readers following these stories, it’s worth checking exactly what a ballot proposal would have changed, which court decided a case, and where a ruling applies. Those details can turn a headline into a clearer picture of what’s actually at stake.
A close look at the fine print can make a complicated rights story easier to follow.
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