Pride on the Page brings LGBTQ+ authors to Palm Springs
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Stories take centre stage in Palm Springs as Pride on the Page returns for its fifth year. The free festival brings LGBTQIA+ and affirming authors, readers and allies together at the Palm Springs Cultural Center on Saturday, 14 November 2026, for conversations, book signings and a full day of literary discovery.
A book festival built around being heard
Pride on the Page puts LGBTQ+ writers and their stories in the spotlight, with author conversations and book signings at the Palm Springs Cultural Center. The fifth annual gathering is a celebration of literature and community, not simply a place to browse book tables.
There’s a particular pleasure in hearing a writer discuss the life behind a story. The festival’s programme ranges across memoir, fiction, identity, culture and community, offering readers more than one way into the conversation.
From a local idea to a fifth-year gathering
The festival grew from an idea raised by a local library volunteer, NBC Palm Springs reports. The Palm Springs Public Library Foundation became its presenting sponsor, and organisers say the event has grown over five years.
That growth has helped create a space for authors to share their work and for visitors to discover perspectives they might not otherwise encounter. The Foundation describes the 2026 event as a free, full-day celebration under the theme “Five Years of Pride on the Page: Our Lives, Our Words, Our Stories”.
The programme goes well beyond one genre
The day’s discussions include mother-daughter memoir, collaborative memoir-making and the relationship between lived experience and novels. Other sessions explore queer Black men’s journeys, LGBTQ+ social change through popular culture, and entertainer Murray Hill’s life and work.
Local writers, independent publishers and community organisations are also part of the festival. Visit Palm Springs describes it as a chance to explore writing about identity, relationships, history, culture and personal experience, rather than a programme centred on nightlife or entertainment.
Plan your Pride on the Page visit
The festival takes place on Saturday, 14 November 2026, at the Palm Springs Cultural Center, with free admission. Eventbrite lists the programme as running from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., with doors opening at 9:30 a.m.; registration is required for the daytime and evening programmes.
There’s an evening anniversary reception, with the local NBC Palm Springs report putting its expected finish between about 8:30 and 9 p.m. The Foundation’s event page also notes that some presentations will have a limited number of books to give away, while supplies last. Checking the current programme before heading over is a sensible way to plan around the sessions that interest you.
A shared celebration of books and community
Pride on the Page brings together LGBTQ+ authors, readers and allies, with storytelling as a way to connect as well as to discover new work. That community purpose gives the festival its distinct character: the books matter, but so do the voices and experiences gathered around them.
For a preview, the Foundation’s author biographies offer background on writers and guests across fiction, memoir, poetry, performance and activism. And with local authors and LGBTQ+ presses in the mix, the day could lead you to a book you wouldn’t have found by sticking to the usual bestseller list.
A free day of stories and conversation is a welcome invitation to listen, browse and find a new voice.
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