Fall River Pride Events: Vigil, Friendsgiving and Holiday Parade
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Fall River’s Pride Committee is inviting residents and allies to three November and December gatherings, from a candlelit Transgender Day of Remembrance vigil to a free community Friendsgiving and the city’s holiday parade. The events offer different ways to remember, share a meal or celebrate together, with practical details to help visitors plan ahead.
Three ways to come together in Fall River
A candlelit walk, a shared meal and a place in the holiday parade give Fall River residents three distinct ways to connect this season. The Fall River Pride Committee is organising the gatherings with the Church of the Holy Spirit, whose website describes it as an Episcopal community that welcomes LGBTQ+ people to take part fully in church life.
The programme begins with a Transgender Day of Remembrance ceremony and vigil on Friday, 20 November, from 5pm to 8pm. A free Friendsgiving follows on Sunday, 29 November, and committee members and supporters plan to join the city’s Christmas parade on Saturday, 5 December.
What to expect at the remembrance vigil
The vigil begins at 5pm in the Fall River City Hall Atrium at 1 Government Center, with opening remarks, community speakers and a reading of the mayoral proclamation. From there, attendees will walk together by candlelight to the Church of the Holy Spirit at 160 Rock Street, where candles will be provided.
At the church, the gathering will remember people whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender violence. The programme includes a reading of names, musical reflections and time for shared community support. The event is free and open to all; its indoor portions are wheelchair accessible, while the outdoor walk calls for warm clothing.
The date carries particular meaning: HISTORY.com traces the first Transgender Day of Remembrance to 20 November 1999, when people gathered to remember Rita Hester, a Black transgender woman murdered in Boston in 1998. The annual observance gives communities a chance to honour those lost to anti-transgender violence.
Friendsgiving makes room at the table
On Sunday, 29 November, the committee and church will host a free Friendsgiving from 2pm to 4pm at 160 Rock Street. The Fall River Reporter’s local meal listing confirms that everyone is welcome, and describes the gathering as a potluck where bringing a dish is welcome but not required.
Volunteers can arrive at 10am to help with set-up, serving or tidying up. It’s a practical option for anyone who wants to lend a hand, as well as for people looking for company and a welcoming place to share a meal.
The holiday parade brings pride into the festivities
The committee also plans to take part in Fall River’s holiday parade on Saturday, 5 December, bringing a message of pride, visibility and inclusion to the seasonal celebration. Fall River Now reports that the city’s Children’s Holiday Parade is scheduled for that day at Kennedy Park, though its report doesn’t mention the committee’s participation.
For residents, the parade offers a chance to show support in a public, festive setting. The committee’s events page also lists remembrance gatherings, Friendsgiving and parade participation among its past activities, reflecting a mix of community connection and seasonal celebration.
Check the details before setting out
For the vigil, remember that the candlelight walk takes place outdoors, even though the indoor portions are wheelchair accessible. Warm clothing is recommended, and the organisers say community advocates and support resources will be available during the evening.
The church’s website confirms its Rock Street address and describes its community outreach and inclusive welcome. For Friendsgiving, you can attend without bringing a dish; if you’d like to help, the organisers ask volunteers to arrive at 10am.
A remembrance, a meal or a parade can each be a different kind of welcome, and Fall River’s calendar makes space for all three.
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