Delray Beach St Patrick’s Day Parade: Can Private Sponsors Save It?
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Delray Beach says it won’t organise or fund its 2027 St Patrick’s Day Parade or Pride event, citing Florida’s new restrictions on local government involvement in diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. But the city’s withdrawal isn’t a ban on celebrations: private organisers may still step in, and the mayor says efforts to find supporters are under way.
Essential Takeaways
City support is ending: Delray Beach says it won’t organise, fund, sponsor or promote the 2027 parade or Pride event.
The law takes effect on 1 January 2027: Florida Senate Bill 1134 restricts certain local government actions and spending related to DEI.
Private events remain possible: The city’s notice says private organisations or individuals can organise and sponsor celebrations independently.
A parade plan isn’t confirmed: WPTV reports that potential sponsors and organisers have come forward, but discussions are still at an early stage.
The city is stepping back, not closing the door
For parade-goers, the announcement may sound like the end of a familiar celebration. But Delray Beach’s notice draws a key distinction: the city says it won’t run or support the 2027 St Patrick’s Day Parade or Pride event, while leaving room for private groups to take them on.
The city’s parade website says its decision follows a review of Florida Senate Bill 1134. It says officials believe the law prevents municipal funding, sponsorship and promotion of the events, rather than describing the move as a budget cut or a local policy choice.
That difference matters. According to WPTV, the restrictions concern municipal involvement; they don’t amount to a blanket prohibition on privately organised celebrations.
What Florida’s new DEI law says
The Florida Senate’s summary says SB 1134 restricts counties and municipalities from funding, promoting or taking official actions related to diversity, equity and inclusion. The provisions are due to take effect on 1 January 2027, subject to the bill becoming law.
The summary also outlines potential consequences for local officials who violate the restrictions while acting in their official capacity. It says residents may bring legal action against a local government over an alleged violation.
WPTV reports that the law includes exceptions and allows municipalities to issue permits using content-neutral criteria and provide public safety services for events. Those details help explain why the city’s withdrawal of support needn’t mean a privately organised parade or festival cannot go ahead.
Why the parade’s status is being debated
Delray Beach says it believes the law’s provisions reach the celebrations, including programming connected with ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation. WPTV reports that officials concluded the city could not organise, fund or promote the events under the law.
The city’s notice says St Patrick’s Day isn’t a federal holiday and that it considers the parade ineligible for an applicable exemption. Meanwhile, the Florida Senate summary lists exceptions for certain activities, though it doesn’t assess Delray Beach’s specific events.
The disagreement, then, is about how the law applies locally. The Associated Press reports that Governor Ron DeSantis signed legislation restricting local government funding and promotion of DEI initiatives, and that his defence of the measure has drawn criticism. The wider debate is politically charged, but the immediate question for residents is practical: who, if anyone, will organise the celebrations?
Private sponsors may offer a way forward
Delray Beach Mayor Tom Carney is exploring whether private backing could keep the parade running. WPTV reports that he contacted potential supporters, received offers from people willing to help fund it, and saw applications from people interested in organising it.
Carney told the broadcaster that the parade had previously been a private event, and said a similar arrangement might be considered for Pride. But talks are still in the early stages, with no final plan announced for either event.
That leaves room for cautious optimism, not certainty. The city’s notice says private organisations or individuals may independently organise celebrations, while WPTV reports that the mayor expects the parade to take place in 2027. For now, residents will be watching to see whether offers turn into a workable plan.
What residents can check next
If you’re hoping to attend, keep an eye on the parade website and local updates for confirmation of an organiser, event details and any permit information. A private event may have a different sponsor and arrangements from a city-run celebration, so don’t assume the usual details will carry over.
For now, the clearest message is that Delray Beach is withdrawing municipal support, while private organising remains a possible route. The parade’s future depends on whether that possibility becomes a confirmed plan.
The celebration may yet continue, but its next chapter could be organised beyond city hall.
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