Dallas Rainbow Crosswalks: Why the City Wants Them Back
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Dallas officials are asking governor-elect Gina Hinojosa to reconsider the state directive that led to rainbow and Black Lives Matter crosswalks being removed. The request has stirred debate over public priorities, local control and what these markings mean to the communities around them. For Oak Lawn residents, the issue is about more than colour on the road.
Essential Takeaways
A request, not a repainting plan: Dallas council member Chad West has asked the city to contact Hinojosa’s office about revisiting the directive.
Several crossings were affected: The markings include rainbow designs in Oak Lawn and Black Lives Matter crossings in Fair Park.
The removal followed state action: Dallas took down the designs after a state directive and an unsuccessful effort to secure an exemption.
The debate is about belonging and authority: Supporters see the designs as signs of community recognition, while critics question their place on public roads.
Hinojosa’s term has not begun: She is scheduled to take office at noon on 19 January 2027.
Dallas is asking for a change, not promising one
The immediate development is a request for a new state administration to reconsider the rules behind the crosswalk removals. NBC 5 reports that council member Chad West wrote to City Manager Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, asking the city to contact Hinojosa’s office. That’s an appeal for a review, not confirmation that the crossings will be painted again.
The designs included rainbow markings along Cedar Springs Road in Oak Lawn, as well as other decorative crossings around Dallas. Audacy’s KRLD reports that the request covers about 30 crossings in two council districts, including Black Lives Matter markings in Fair Park.
How the crosswalks came down
The dispute traces back to Governor Greg Abbott’s 2025 direction to remove roadway markings considered political messaging or distractions. According to Audacy’s KRLD, the state said cities that failed to comply could risk transportation funding.
Dallas removed the crossings in March and April 2026 after the Texas Department of Transportation denied an exemption request, Audacy’s KRLD reports. The city had argued that the designs had community value and did not create a measurable safety problem.
There was an effort to adapt the rainbow designs to meet roadway standards, but it didn’t prevent their removal. Autostraddle reports that local residents and businesses had raised money for changes, while Oak Lawn United Methodist Church later painted rainbow colours on its privately owned steps.
For residents, the markings mean more than decoration
LGBTQ Nation describes the rainbow crossings as symbols of visibility, belonging and recognition in a neighbourhood with a longstanding LGBTQ+ community. For residents who valued them, their disappearance carried a message about whether LGBTQ+ people and their pride were welcome.
That helps explain why the argument doesn’t stop at paint and traffic rules. The request also raises a question about how much control city governments should have over their streets. In its reporting, NBC 5 frames West’s proposal as a bid for a new state administration to revisit the directive, rather than a decision already made.
Online reactions split over priorities and local control
The proposal has drawn different responses online. The Reddit discussion reviewed by Reddit users includes arguments both for restoring the designs and for keeping road markings standardised. Some commenters focus on local authority and community identity; others question whether decorative crossings belong on streets.
Those comments show a range of individual views, not a representative poll. Still, the divide reflects the broader tension at the heart of the story: some see the crossings as a visible sign of welcome, while others see them as a distraction from more pressing concerns.
What happens next for Dallas’s crosswalks?
Hinojosa is scheduled to take office at noon on Tuesday, 19 January 2027, according to FOX 7 Austin. Until then, she remains governor-elect, and the city’s request has not produced a confirmed decision to restore the crossings.
So for now, Dallas is asking the incoming administration to reconsider the policy that led to their removal. Whether that request results in rainbow designs returning to the streets remains unresolved.
For Oak Lawn residents, the question is not only what a crosswalk looks like, but what it says about the place around it.
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