Somerville Transgender Day of Remembrance: What to Know
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Somerville residents are invited to gather on Thursday, 19 November, to remember transgender and gender-diverse people lost to anti-trans violence. The free evening event offers space for reflection and shared resolve, with guests invited to read names and stories. It takes place the day before the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance, and includes live ASL interpretation.
A community gathering before the day of remembrance
The Somerville gathering is set for 5 to 6 p.m. in the second-floor Council on Aging community room at the Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland Street. The city describes it as a chance to mourn, reflect and renew a shared commitment to a place where people can live safely and authentically.
The event is free and open to all. Guests will be invited to read the names and stories of those who have died, bringing individual lives into focus rather than leaving remembrance as an abstract idea.
Why the date matters
Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed annually on 20 November. The Anti-Defamation League identifies it as a day to memorialise people killed because of anti-transgender hatred or prejudice; Somerville’s event is scheduled for Thursday, 19 November, ahead of the official observance on Friday.
The Trans Remembrance Project traces the day’s beginnings to 1999, when transgender advocate and writer Gwendolyn Ann Smith organised a candlelight vigil for Rita Hester, a Black transgender woman murdered in Boston in 1998. The project’s memorial centres on people’s stories, an emphasis reflected in Somerville’s invitation to read names and accounts aloud.
What to expect at the Somerville event
Mayor Jake Wilson and the Health and Human Services Department are expected to offer brief opening remarks. Live ASL interpretation will be provided, helping make the gathering accessible to more people.
There’s no admission charge, and the programme is open to everyone. If you’re planning to attend and need further accessibility, communication or language support, the city’s event announcement provides information about requesting accommodations.
Remembrance, resilience and ongoing support
Somerville’s event is part of a wider pattern of local gatherings around 20 November. The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center in New York, for example, lists its own remembrance programme for the official date, with a gathering and an altar for quiet reflection and messages. It’s a separate event, but it shares the focus on memory, solidarity and community.
For people who want to explore more than the one-day programme, Somerville’s LGBTQ+ services page points to city information, activities and resources. The Trans Remembrance Project also offers memorial stories and directs visitors towards support resources, recognising that remembrance can bring grief as well as connection.
A practical note before you go
The event is at the Tufts Administration Building, not at the city’s offices, so it’s worth checking the address before setting out: 167 Holland Street. The programme runs for one hour, from 5 to 6 p.m. on Thursday, 19 November.
For information about LGBTQ+ programming and resources, Somerville directs residents to lgbtqservices@somervillema.gov and its LGBTQ+ services page. A shared reading can be a small act, but giving names and stories room to be heard is the heart of this gathering.
Make space for remembrance, reflection and solidarity in Somerville.
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