Rob Jetten to be honoured at LGBTQ+ leadership conference
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The LGBTQ+ Victory Institute will recognise Dutch Prime Minister Rob Jetten at its Washington conference this December, celebrating his place in LGBTQ+ public life. Jetten became the Netherlands’ first openly gay prime minister in February and has also taken part in Amsterdam’s WorldPride. The event brings together political leaders whose work, the Institute says, can help open doors for others.
Rob Jetten joins a distinguished line-up
The LGBTQ+ Victory Institute will honour Jetten at its annual conference in Washington, D.C., from 3 to 5 December. The gathering will take place at the JW Marriott, with its programme focused on LGBTQ+ political leadership.
Jetten’s appointment marked a historic moment in Dutch politics. Deutsche Welle described him as the Netherlands’ first openly gay prime minister, while the Dutch government’s official biography confirms his appointment as prime minister and Minister of General Affairs on 23 February 2026.
A wider group of LGBTQ+ public leaders
Jetten is one of several honourees. The Institute will also recognise former US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, US Representative Sarah McBride, Argentine Congressman Esteban Paulón, former Cambridge Mayor E. Denise Simmons and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Commissioner Precious Brady-Davis.
Victory Institute President Evan Low said the honourees had entered spaces where people like them had not previously been represented, then helped keep the door open for others. It’s a compelling idea for a conference about leadership: visibility matters, but so does making room for the next person.
Why the conference matters
The Institute’s conference is designed as a multi-day gathering for LGBTQ+ elected officials and political leaders. Its official agenda lists sessions and activities across the three days, including a summit for elected officials and other organised gatherings.
That format gives the recognition a broader purpose than an awards announcement alone. The event puts individual careers alongside a shared conversation about representation and public service.
Jetten’s public role extends beyond the Netherlands
Jetten has also participated in Amsterdam’s WorldPride. The event’s official programme lists a wide range of activities across the city, while the Associated Press has reported on Jetten taking part in Amsterdam Pride celebrations.
His public profile has also included personal news. LGBTQ Nation reported that Jetten and his fiancé, Argentine field hockey player Nicolás Keenan, announced they are expecting a child through surrogacy. The announcement adds a personal dimension to a story otherwise centred on political office and public recognition.
A moment of recognition, and a look ahead
The conference comes as Jetten’s role draws attention both in the Netherlands and internationally. His historic appointment and the Institute’s decision to honour him place LGBTQ+ representation in government firmly at the centre of the event.
For attendees, the December gathering offers a chance to hear from leaders whose paths into public life have helped broaden who gets seen there. Sometimes a door opening is only the beginning; keeping it open is the harder work.
The conference is scheduled for 3 to 5 December at the JW Marriott in Washington.
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