My Guilty Human: What Its Disguise Romance Gets Right
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A woman detective goes undercover as a man in tvN’s My Guilty Human, a Korean romance series that mixes a murder investigation with a familiar disguise plot. Its central pairing offers a fresh twist on an old drama formula, even as the story raises questions about queer representation and leaves some viewers with plenty to pick apart.
Essential Takeaways
The set-up: Detective Kang Jae-hee disguises herself as a man to investigate murder suspect Yoon I-jun, posing as his personal secretary.
The leads: Seol In-ah plays Jae-hee, while Im Si-wan plays the guarded heir I-jun.
A familiar formula: The story recalls Coffee Prince, but shifts the focus towards I-jun's attraction to strength rather than simply to a partner's perceived gender.
A thoughtful caveat: The romance invites questions about how stories handle sexual identity, though the series itself isn't proof of any particular message.
The viewing mood: The review finds the production uneven, but says its flaws don't overwhelm the central romance.
An undercover detective makes the disguise do double duty
The premise has an appealingly awkward spark: Jae-hee is a former special-forces officer turned detective, but to investigate I-jun she must become his male secretary. The official tvN programme page confirms the undercover set-up, while the channel's episode preview shows her trying to gather evidence under the watch of a suspicious, exacting employer.
That leaves the romance with more than one source of tension. Jae-hee has to keep her cover intact, and I-jun is so guarded that even a small change in his surroundings can put him on alert. As Vogue's review observes, Seol In-ah gives Jae-hee an easy-going quality that makes the elaborate disguise easier to accept.
Coffee Prince is the obvious comparison, but not the whole story
A woman passing as a man is familiar territory in Korean television romance. MBC's character material for Coffee Prince describes Go Eun-chan as a woman whose appearance and manner lead others to mistake her for a man, while her love interest falls for her believing she is male.
The academic journal article on queer coding in Korean television places Coffee Prince within a wider tradition of dramas using disguise to complicate attraction. My Guilty Human draws on that same engine, but Vogue's reading is that I-jun's interest is framed less around the person he thinks Jae-hee is and more around her strength. That distinction gives the familiar set-up a slightly different pulse.
I-jun's feelings make the story more complicated
I-jun isn't presented as a straightforward romantic hero. The review points to his distinctive manner, his fondness for eye-catching clothes and jewellery, and his stated attraction to women strong enough to protect him. In scenes where Jae-hee appears to fit that ideal, the person he believes to be a man becomes part of the romantic tension.
That can make the story intriguing, but it also asks viewers to think about what happens when a romance moves between presumed same-sex attraction and a later reveal of the heroine's gender. The American Psychological Association says efforts to change sexual orientation lack credible evidence of effectiveness and can cause harm. That context helps explain why stories about identity can feel sensitive, but it doesn't establish that this particular series promotes conversion or correction; that remains a question of interpretation.
The eighth-episode reveal is part of the appeal
The channel's official episode clips confirm that, in episode eight, I-jun learns Jae-hee is a woman. It is a clear hinge in the story: the disguise plot, the investigation and the couple's feelings all press into the same moment.
For viewers who like a romance with a live question hanging over it, the reveal may sharpen the suspense rather than settle everything. Vogue's review wonders whether there is another twist in store, or whether the moment is designed to misdirect. The finished webtoon is listed on KakaoPage under the title Why Don't You Know She's a Woman?: My Guilty Human, but that listing alone doesn't tell us whether the drama follows the original's ending.
Uneven craft, with enough romance to keep going
The official programme page describes the show as a 12-part romance, but Vogue's review is less enthusiastic about every part of its execution. It criticises the pacing, some of the dialogue and the handling of the murder investigation, while finding the central pairing more enjoyable than the surrounding machinery.
That balance may be the show's calling card: it doesn't have to be perfectly polished to make its central fantasy watchable. If you're tuning in for the secret identity, the guarded heir and the slow shift from suspicion to attraction, the review suggests those elements still have room to work.
For a disguise romance with a more complicated question at its heart, My Guilty Human gives viewers plenty to discuss as well as a couple to root for.
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