Memphis Trans Joy: How Local Groups Build Community
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Memphis organisations are making space for transgender people to be seen and celebrated, from a moving family tribute at Southern Trans Celebration to a documentary about housing insecurity. During Transgender Awareness Week, these stories offer a fuller picture of community life: one that recognises real barriers while making room for connection, creativity and joy.
Essential Takeaways
A tribute with meaning: Southern Trans Celebration honoured its founders' mothers with flower-adorned crowns inspired by Marsha P. Johnson.
A story on screen: Sistahood: A Story of Strength follows My Sistah's House and its work supporting transgender people facing housing insecurity.
Support goes beyond events: Memphis organisations offer services, advocacy and opportunities for connection throughout the year.
Joy matters, too: Celebrating transgender lives doesn't erase the challenges people face; it recognises the relationships, creativity and community alongside them.
A family tribute put love centre stage
At Southern Trans Celebration, one of the most affecting moments came when the founders invited their mothers onstage. Each received a crown decorated with flowers, a gesture inspired by activist Marsha P. Johnson and her enduring floral style.
The tribute was a simple, vivid way to recognise the people who offered love and encouragement along the way. As Focus LGBT+ Magazine notes, family can mean relatives, chosen family, friends and mentors - anyone who stands beside you as you discover who you are.
Founded by Jasmine Tasaki, Kayla Gore and Tamesha Prewitt, the celebration brought together organisations including WeCareTN, My Sistah's House and OUTMemphis. Action News 5 has also reported on these groups' work together, including advocacy as well as community celebration.
A Memphis documentary puts housing in the frame
My Sistah's House brings another part of transgender life into view with Sistahood: A Story of Strength, a short documentary connected to the organisation's work on housing insecurity. It features Michelle Anderson and Lacretia Springer, with Kayla Gore as executive producer and Jessica Chaney directing.
The film's subject isn't abstract: My Sistah's House describes itself as a grassroots, transgender-led Memphis organisation serving Black and Brown transgender and non-binary people, with support that includes safe spaces, emergency shelter and links to health and social services. Its own website makes the film available to watch and offers a way to request a screening, so the story can travel beyond a festival audience.
That combination of personal storytelling and practical needs is what gives the documentary its weight. Housing support may be the focus, but the people and community behind that work are just as much part of the story.
Local support means more than a celebration
WeCareTN describes its work as supporting transgender women of colour and other marginalised communities through health resources, education and empowerment. Its stated priorities include HIV prevention, treatment and harm reduction, alongside advocacy and community-led support.
OUTMemphis also offers practical services as well as ways to connect. Its services page lists areas including trans support, housing and food assistance, mental-health support, community groups and referrals. Programmes and eligibility can change, so anyone looking for help should check the organisation's current information directly.
Meanwhile, My Sistah's House focuses on housing and wider support for transgender and non-binary people of colour. Different organisations meet different needs, but together their work shows how community care can include both immediate help and the chance to feel part of something.
Why trans joy matters during Awareness Week
Joy can look like a parent being welcomed onstage, a community's story reaching a new audience, or simply having a space to meet people who understand. Those moments don't cancel out discrimination or barriers around housing, healthcare and safety. They show that transgender lives are about more than those difficulties.
And that fuller picture matters. Memphis organisers are creating opportunities to celebrate, share stories and build support, while also doing the less visible work of advocacy and services. Awareness Week may draw attention to these efforts, but the need for connection and practical support doesn't stop when the week ends.
Keep the connection going
For readers who want to learn more, seek support or explore ways to get involved, the organisations' own websites are a useful place to start. Their work makes one thing clear: visibility matters, but so do everyday acts of care.
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