LGBTQ+ Politicians Who Made History Around the World
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LGBTQ+ politicians are taking on prominent roles across the world, from national government to city hall. Recent milestones include Rob Jetten becoming the Netherlands’ prime minister and Ana Brnabić assuming Serbia’s acting presidency, while election wins in the US add to a longer story of growing visibility, hard-won representation and ongoing barriers.
Essential Takeaways
Rob Jetten took office: The Dutch government records his appointment as Minister-President on 23 February 2026.
Ana Brnabić assumed presidential duties: Serbia’s government says she became acting president after Aleksandar Vučić resigned in September 2026.
Chris Pappas won a Senate race: The Associated Press reported his victory in New Hampshire in the 2026 midterms.
Representation spans generations: The PinkNews overview ranges from Kathy Kozachenko’s 1974 local election to recent national-level breakthroughs.
Some milestones need more than one source: Official records confirm offices and election timelines, while broader claims about identity or historical firsts may need separate verification.
LGBTQ+ political milestones reach the highest offices
Political representation isn’t confined to one chamber or one country. The PinkNews survey moves from city councils to national leadership, tracing how openly LGBTQ+ politicians have won positions with very different levels of influence and visibility.
Rob Jetten is a striking recent example. The Dutch government lists him as Minister-President from 23 February 2026, confirming his appointment and formal role. PinkNews describes him as the Netherlands’ first openly gay prime minister, a historical distinction that the government profile itself doesn’t verify.
Serbia’s acting presidency shows how succession works
When President Aleksandar Vučić resigned, Serbia’s National Assembly Speaker, Ana Brnabić, took on presidential duties. The Serbian government says the transfer happened on 28 September 2026 and that she would serve as acting president until a new president was elected.
The government notice also sets out a limit on the acting arrangement: the Speaker can perform presidential duties for no more than three months, with an election to be called within the stipulated period. PinkNews identifies Brnabić as openly lesbian and describes her appointment as a first, but those biographical and historical claims go beyond what the official notice establishes.
US election wins add to a longer story
In the 2026 US midterms, Chris Pappas won New Hampshire’s Senate race. The Associated Press reported that he defeated former senator John Sununu and was running to replace Jeanne Shaheen, who wasn’t seeking re-election. PinkNews presents his win as a milestone for gay representation in the Senate, a claim that calls for evidence beyond the election result alone.
The broader timeline also includes Tammy Baldwin, elected to the Senate in 2012 and re-elected in 2018 and 2024, according to the US House History, Art & Archives profile. Her path from the Wisconsin State Assembly and US House to the Senate is part of the story of representation expanding through elections, rather than appointments alone.
From early local pioneers to national leaders
Some of the clearest milestones began far from national government. PinkNews points to Kathy Kozachenko’s 1974 election to Ann Arbor City Council as an early US breakthrough, and to Harvey Milk’s later election to San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors. These examples put today’s high-profile appointments and election wins in a longer perspective.
The overview also covers politicians in Brazil, Iceland, Belgium and elsewhere, including transgender and non-binary leaders. Petra De Sutter’s career offers one example: the Belgian Senate records her service as Deputy Prime Minister from 2020 to 2025. That confirms her office and dates, while claims about the broader historical significance of her appointment need separate support.
Visibility matters, but the details deserve checking
A wide-ranging list can show the scale of LGBTQ+ political visibility, but it can also blur the difference between an official record and a claim about a historic first. Government and parliamentary pages are useful for checking when someone took office; election reporting can confirm a contest’s result. Neither automatically verifies personal details or every claim about identity and precedence.
That distinction doesn’t make the milestones less important. It helps readers see what’s firmly recorded and what needs further sourcing, while keeping the focus on the people whose public careers are changing who gets to lead.
LGBTQ+ representation has a long history, and its next chapters will be written in ballot boxes, parliaments and city halls.
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