Eugene Daniels backs LGBTQ+ journalism at the Out100 gala
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A room full of LGBTQ+ achievers heard a practical appeal from Eugene Daniels at the 2026 Out100 gala in Los Angeles: support the journalism that records queer life as it unfolds. The MS NOW host made the case for The Advocate Journalism Project, a fundraising initiative designed to fund reporting and preserve the magazine’s archive as it approaches its 60th anniversary.
Essential Takeaways
A call to support reporting: Daniels urged gala guests to back The Advocate Journalism Project.
What donations could fund: The initiative aims to support investigations, multimedia work, fellowships and internships.
A free-reading promise: Its plans include keeping online journalism free and protecting the print archive.
A long history: The Advocate began in the wake of LGBTQ+ organising after the 1967 Black Cat Tavern raid.
A night of celebration: The 2026 Out100 gala also honoured LGBTQ+ figures and paid tribute to Dolly Parton.
Eugene Daniels turned celebration into a call to action
At the 2026 Out100 gala in Los Angeles, Eugene Daniels had a simple request for the room: “So some of y’all got some money, open your pockets.” The MS NOW host was celebrating LGBTQ+ honourees, but he also wanted them to help fund The Advocate Journalism Project, a new nonprofit initiative supporting queer journalism and its archive.
The proposal is more than a fundraising appeal. It aims to support journalists and investigations, extend reporting from Washington, D.C., produce documentaries and other multimedia work, and create fellowships and internships. The project also plans to keep online reporting free and protect The Advocate’s print archive.
Why The Advocate’s archive matters
The Advocate traces its beginnings to LGBTQ+ organising after police raided the Black Cat Tavern in Los Angeles during New Year celebrations in 1967. The publication went on to document the AIDS crisis, marriage equality and generations of LGBTQ+ cultural and political life. With its 60th anniversary approaching in 2027, preserving that record is part of the project’s stated purpose.
The Advocate’s announcement describes the initiative as a way to strengthen independent LGBTQ+ journalism, support original and investigative reporting, and train emerging journalists. Equalpride chief executive Mark Berryhill has said queer-focused journalism can connect marginalised voices, challenge harmful narratives and hold powerful people accountable.
Daniels knows how reporting travels
Daniels has worked across print, digital journalism and television. Before becoming a senior Washington reporter and co-host of The Weekend, he worked at Politico as a White House correspondent and chief Playbook correspondent. He also co-hosts Clock It with Symone Sanders Townsend, a podcast exploring politics and popular culture.
His The Weekend co-host Jonathan Capehart was also among the Out100 honourees. Daniels has spoken about looking up to Capehart as a journalist who wrote, hosted a podcast and appeared on television; now, the two share a desk. Their partnership also reflects a milestone in representation: the pair are openly gay Black men co-hosting a national television programme.
Print can still open a door
Daniels made the case for print at the gala, recalling how readers once sought out queer magazines in bookshops. A magazine could carry the news, but it could also offer a glimpse of a community someone might not yet feel ready to enter. That history gives the archive a human dimension: it’s not only a record of events, but a record of people finding their way towards belonging.
The gala offered another reminder of that power. Actor Andrew Scott, accepting Out’s Icon of the Year award, recalled being afraid even to glance at a magazine cover while growing up in Dublin. At the event, he was the cover star being celebrated, with Lisa Kudrow introducing him.
Dolly Parton’s tribute brought warmth to the room
The evening also honoured Dolly Parton, with her longtime friend and 9 to 5 co-star Lily Tomlin remembering her as an ally to LGBTQ+ people. Tomlin said, “You can be a Christian girl from Tennessee who loves transgender people.” Stella Parton accepted The Advocate’s Advocate of the Year award on behalf of her late sister and encouraged the audience to hold on to Dolly’s optimism and hope.
It’s a fitting note for a night centred on recognition and memory. Daniels’s appeal was ultimately about making sure queer stories keep being reported, shared and saved for the next generation.
Explore The Advocate Journalism Project if you’d like to help keep those stories coming.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2]- Paragraph 2: [2], [3]- Paragraph 3: [2], [3]- Paragraph 4: [2], [7]- Paragraph 5: [2], [7]- Paragraph 6: [2]- Paragraph 7: [2], [4]- Paragraph 8: [2], [4]
Bibliography
1. https://www.advocate.com/news/culture/eugene-daniels-out100 - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.advocate.com/news/culture/eugene-daniels-out100 - This article reports on Eugene Daniels’s appearance at the 2026 Out100 gala in Los Angeles, where he celebrated LGBTQ+ honourees and urged attendees to support The Advocate Journalism Project. The proposed nonprofit initiative aims to fund reporting, investigations, multimedia work, fellowships and internships, while protecting The Advocate’s print archive and keeping online journalism free to readers. Daniels’s appeal is placed in the context of his career across print, digital journalism and television: he previously worked at Politico, served as a White House correspondent and chief Playbook correspondent, and became a co-host of The Weekend alongside Jonathan Capehart and Jackie Alemany. The story also describes Daniels’s admiration for Capehart and their shared recognition as Out100 honourees. It recounts the gala’s celebration of Andrew Scott and Lisa Kudrow, and tributes to Dolly Parton, including remarks from Lily Tomlin and Stella Parton. The article traces The Advocate’s roots to LGBTQ+ organising following the 1967 police raid on the Black Cat Tavern, explaining the publication’s historical role in documenting queer life and activism. It presents the fundraising project as a way to sustain that reporting and preserve nearly six decades of coverage for future generations.
https://www.advocate.com/news/advocate-launches-nonprofit-fundraising-project - This announcement explains why The Advocate has established the Advocate Journalism Project as a nonprofit fundraising initiative ahead of the magazine’s 60th anniversary in 2027. It describes the project’s purpose: to strengthen independent LGBTQ+ journalism, support original and investigative reporting, train emerging journalists and preserve the publication’s print archive. Donations are sought from individuals, foundations, businesses and other supporters. The article frames the effort as both a response to the importance of reliable reporting for LGBTQ+ communities and an investment in the future of queer storytelling. Equalpride chief executive Mark Berryhill says that print and digital journalism can connect marginalised voices, counter harmful narratives and hold powerful people accountable. The announcement also recounts The Advocate’s historical beginnings: its origins lie in Los Angeles LGBTQ+ organising after police raided the Black Cat Tavern during New Year celebrations in 1967. The publication later documented major developments in queer civil rights and community life. The piece emphasises that the project will help journalists investigate threats, tell stories that might otherwise go unreported and maintain free online access. It invites readers to contribute, share the initiative and take part in preserving a long-running record of LGBTQ+ history.
https://www.advocate.com/news/culture/lily-tomlin-speech-out100 - This report covers Lily Tomlin’s tribute to Dolly Parton at the 2026 Out100 gala in Los Angeles. Tomlin, Parton’s longtime friend and co-star in the film 9 to 5, recalled Parton’s warmth, humour and ability to make people feel welcomed. She described Parton as an ally whose affection for LGBTQ+ people showed that religious and cultural tradition need not conflict with acceptance, including acceptance of transgender people. The article notes that Stella Parton accepted The Advocate’s Advocate of the Year award on behalf of her late sister. Stella shared memories of their close relationship and urged the audience to preserve Dolly’s optimism and hopefulness. The event also featured drag tributes by Ginger Minj and Miss Bouveé, and honoured LGBTQ+ changemakers from across culture and public life. The story places the tribute within the broader Out100 celebration and highlights the emotional connection between Parton and LGBTQ+ fans, particularly people who have felt like outsiders. It portrays the gala as a night of remembrance, affection and celebration, with Tomlin’s remarks underscoring the late singer’s inclusive spirit and personal generosity.
https://www.advocate.com/news/people/jonathan-capehart-chosen-family - In this profile and interview, journalist Jonathan Capehart reflects on identity, coming out, family and the communities he has built throughout his life. The article discusses a conversation involving Capehart, Michelle Obama and Craig Robinson about his memoir and experiences as a Black gay man navigating faith, public life and belonging. Capehart describes feeling recognised when Obama spoke about the limits placed on Black ambition, and recalls meeting her later on Martha’s Vineyard. The story also addresses his difficult relationship with his grandmother after she excluded him and his partner from Thanksgiving. Capehart says the experience taught him to ask how he wanted to be treated and to stand up for himself, even when family ties were involved. He describes chosen family as a network of friends and colleagues who offered safety, challenge and affirmation. The piece connects these personal reflections with Capehart’s professional life as a prominent journalist and host of The Weekend, where he works with Eugene Daniels and Jackie Alemany. It also recounts formative memories of race, faith and childhood in New Jersey and North Carolina, as well as moments that made him appreciate how far his career had taken him. Throughout, Capehart emphasises self-respect, belonging and speaking dreams aloud.
https://www.advocate.com/news/people/eugene-daniels-viewers-msnow - This article profiles Eugene Daniels’s conversations with viewers who ask whether they will be all right amid political uncertainty. It describes a September 2026 MS NOW gathering at the University of Texas at Arlington, where journalists met audiences to discuss democracy and the upcoming midterm elections. Daniels says the questions remind him that people rely on newsrooms for information about their lives, while stressing that public participation also matters. The story discusses MS NOW’s membership programme, which offers subscribers live programming and opportunities to speak directly with journalists. Daniels sees audience conversations as a source of insight and sometimes as prompts for future reporting. The article also describes his work as a co-host of The Weekend with Jonathan Capehart and Jackie Alemany, and his podcast Clock It with Symone Sanders Townsend, which brings politics and popular culture into a conversational format. It highlights Daniels’s identity as a gay Black journalist, his experience as a former college football player and his awareness of issues affecting Black and LGBTQ+ communities. He speaks particularly about transgender and non-binary people seeking the freedom to live ordinary lives. The profile presents Daniels as attentive to viewers’ concerns and committed to journalism that listens as well as reports.
https://www.advocate.com/news/msnbc-daniels-capehart-alemany-show - This feature introduces the three journalists who host The Weekend: Jonathan Capehart, Eugene Daniels and Jackie Alemany. Published ahead of the programme’s launch, it explains that Capehart and Daniels would make history as two openly gay Black men co-hosting a national television programme. The article discusses their professional backgrounds, their approaches to political reporting and the significance of bringing varied perspectives to a major news broadcast. Capehart describes journalism’s purpose as telling stories accurately and without fear or favour, grounding commentary in reporting and facts. The feature also explores the personal experiences that shaped the hosts, including the pressures faced by LGBTQ+ journalists and the fear that being gay could limit professional opportunities. Daniels’s path through political journalism and Capehart’s established career are presented as examples of changing visibility in American media. The article frames the programme as both a news show and a milestone in representation, while emphasising that its hosts do not intend to soften their reporting. Its discussion of their partnership and individual perspectives helps explain why Daniels regards working alongside Capehart as especially meaningful, and provides background to their later shared recognition among LGBTQ+ honourees.
image1.jpg
. JOWMIAN CASTENSE





