Dublin Church Unveils AIDS Memorial Stained-Glass Windows
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A Dublin Catholic parish has installed two stained-glass windows remembering people affected by the AIDS epidemic, with rainbow imagery among their features. The memorial at St Teresa's Church on Donore Avenue was funded by a local benefactor and unveiled as the church marked its centenary year, giving the community a place for remembrance and reflection.
Essential Takeaways
Two memorial windows: St Teresa's Church in Dublin has installed stained glass commemorating the AIDS epidemic.
A wider circle of remembrance: The project honours people who died, as well as those who cared for them and those grieving.
Rainbow symbolism: The parish described the rainbow as a symbol of qualities celebrated in LGBT identity.
Community-funded: A parish benefactor funded the work as the church marked its centenary year.
A wider tradition: The parish had previously used stained-glass windows to commemorate the Covid-19 pandemic.
A memorial in glass, with room for grief and gratitude
Two new stained-glass windows at St Teresa's Church on Donore Avenue mark the AIDS epidemic, turning remembrance into something visible within the church. The parish described the installation as a first for an Irish church, and possibly a first beyond Ireland too.
The windows' purpose reaches beyond those who died. The parish's announcement said they were intended to remember and pray for people affected by AIDS, including those who cared for them. A parish bulletin also named family and friends grieving the loss of loved ones, making the memorial's focus notably broad.
Rainbow imagery brings an added message
The parish said the windows include a rainbow as a symbol of qualities celebrated in LGBT identity. That makes the imagery part of the memorial's message, not simply a decorative feature.
The Catholic Herald reported that the parish shared news of the installation on Facebook, in a post also shared by Jesuit priest Fr James Martin. The announcement described the installation as a "huge honour" as World AIDS Day approached on 1 December.
A local donation helped make the project possible
A local benefactor funded the windows, according to the parish's announcement. The work was installed as St Teresa's marked its centenary year, linking a new memorial with a milestone in the life of the parish.
The project is not the parish's first use of stained glass to hold a community memory. Dublin Inquirer reported on an earlier pair of windows at St Teresa's commemorating the Covid-19 pandemic, including the lives lost and solidarity shown during restrictions. That earlier commission offers a useful backdrop: here, too, the windows give collective loss a lasting place in the church.
What the parish says the windows are for
For visitors, the memorial is intended as a place for prayer and reflection, rather than simply a record of the past. The parish bulletin's wording makes space for people who died, the people who cared for them and those left to grieve.
That emphasis matters. A memorial can honour loss while also recognising the quiet work of care and the lives shaped by bereavement. The parish has described the windows as a way to hold those experiences together.
A quiet invitation to remember
The installation places a personal and communal act of remembrance in a shared church setting, as World AIDS Day comes around. The parish's description of the rainbow adds a clear note of inclusion to that tribute.
A window can catch the light; this one also asks people to pause and remember.
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