Delray Beach’s 2027 Parade and Pride Events Face a New Law
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Delray Beach says it won’t host its St Patrick’s Day Parade or Pride Festival in 2027, after Florida passed a law restricting local government involvement in diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. The city’s decision puts two well-loved annual events in doubt, but organisers are exploring whether private groups could keep the parade going.
Essential Takeaways
Two events affected: Delray Beach says it won’t organise or fund its 2027 St Patrick’s Day Parade or Pride Festival.
The law starts in 2027: Senate Bill 1134 takes effect on 1 January and restricts certain local government activities relating to DEI.
The parade may continue: The mayor is working with other groups and exploring private support.
A community fixture: The events have drawn thousands of visitors to downtown Delray Beach.
Two annual celebrations are in doubt
The prospect of losing two major annual events has left a noticeable gap in Delray Beach’s calendar for 2027. The city says it won’t host its St Patrick’s Day Parade or Pride Festival, concluding that new state restrictions prevent it from organising or funding them.
WLRN reported that the celebrations have historically drawn thousands of visitors to downtown, supporting local businesses as well as bringing people together. For residents, volunteers and community partners who’ve helped make them traditions, the change reaches beyond a line-up of events.
What Florida’s new law says
The decision follows Florida Senate Bill 1134, which restricts counties and municipalities from funding or promoting diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. The Florida Senate’s bill record lists 1 January 2027 as the law’s effective date, while the Governor’s Office confirmed that Ron DeSantis signed it in April 2026.
According to WLRN, Delray Beach officials concluded that the new rules apply to programming connected with ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity, and that the city therefore couldn’t organise or fund either celebration. That’s the city’s interpretation of how the law applies to these events; the legislative record itself describes the restrictions more broadly.
Could private organisers save the parade?
The St Patrick’s Day Parade may yet go ahead, just without the city at the helm. Mayor Tom Carney is working with other groups and exploring private funding, according to The Guardian, while WFLX reported that potential supporters had offered to help pay for it.
City Manager Terrence Moore told the South Florida Sun Sentinel that an outside private group could sponsor the parade. WFLX also reported that private organisers had begun submitting applications, although discussions were still at an early stage and the city hadn’t announced a final plan.
Pride and the wider community impact
The Pride Festival is also affected by the city’s decision, but the available reporting gives less detail about a possible private alternative than it does for the parade. WFLX said a similar private-sector arrangement might be considered for Pride, while making clear that no final plan had been announced.
The loss of either event could be felt in the city centre, where the celebrations have brought large crowds and offered a place for people to gather. WLRN reported that both are among Delray Beach’s largest annual events, with the parade in March and the Pride Festival in June.
A city tradition, with an uncertain next chapter
There’s a clear difference between the city stepping back and an event disappearing altogether. The Guardian reported that Carney wants the parade to proceed as scheduled, but further details about a private arrangement were still unavailable.
For now, the parade’s future depends on whether outside organisers and supporters can turn early discussions into a workable plan. Delray Beach’s two celebrations remain at the centre of a difficult question: how much of a local tradition can continue when the city can no longer host it?
For Delray Beach, the next step is finding out whether community groups can carry the celebrations forward.
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