Brisbane Trans Day of Resistance Rally Calls for Equality
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Brisbane’s transgender and gender-diverse community and allies are expected at Queens Gardens for a Trans Day of Resistance rally, part of a national day of action calling for equality, healthcare access and stronger protections. Organised by Queer Solidarity Magandjin, the gathering comes around Transgender Day of Remembrance, when communities honour people lost to anti-transgender violence.
Essential Takeaways
Brisbane rally: Queer Solidarity Magandjin is organising a gathering at Queens Gardens on Saturday 21 November from 11am.
Key demands: Organisers are calling for free, fully funded gender-affirming healthcare and stronger protections, among other changes.
Gold Coast event: Trans Central is scheduled for Friday 20 November at Hairy Mary’s in Mermaid Beach, with performances and a barbecue.
A time to remember: Transgender Day of Remembrance falls on 20 November and honours people lost to anti-transgender violence.
Brisbane rally puts equality and healthcare in focus
The Brisbane gathering is intended to bring community members and supporters together in a visible show of solidarity. Queer Solidarity Magandjin, the grassroots activist collective organising the event, says the rally will oppose attacks on transgender people and call for greater protections.
The rally is part of a national day of action for Trans Day of Resistance. Its focus is broader than one afternoon in the CBD: organisers are calling for equality, self-determination and better access to healthcare.
What organisers want to change
The collective’s demands include removing religious and other discrimination exemptions, providing free and fully funded gender-affirming healthcare, and expanding domestic violence support services. It is also calling for transgender women to be removed from men’s prisons and for police to be removed from communities.
Those are substantial, wide-ranging requests. Together, they put healthcare, safety and the treatment of transgender people within the justice system at the centre of the rally’s message.
QSM secretary Kleon Toffetti said the gathering would offer a chance to stand against discrimination and remember community members who have died. Toffetti also highlighted solidarity with transgender women and trans people of colour.
Why November’s dates matter
The rally follows Trans Awareness Week, which runs from 13 to 19 November, and comes a day after Transgender Day of Remembrance on 20 November. GLAAD’s LGBTQ Community Calendar lists both observances on those dates.
The Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health describes Transgender Day of Remembrance as an annual observance honouring transgender and gender non-conforming people who have died because of anti-transgender violence. The date is both a memorial and a reminder that support and affirmation matter in everyday community life.
Gold Coast gathering adds music and connection
Brisbane isn’t the only Queensland community coming together. Trans Central is scheduled for Friday 20 November at Hairy Mary’s in Mermaid Beach, where the evening will include live vocals from Bebe Amadeus, music from DJ Beksis and drag performances by Vouge.
Gold Coast Pride Collective will also host a barbecue. The event is planned as an evening of entertainment and community connection in honour of Transgender Day of Remembrance.
The Associated Press has described the observance as a time when communities hold vigils, memorials and other events to remember people lost to violence. The Brisbane rally and Gold Coast gathering each offer a local way to bring remembrance, solidarity and calls for change into public view.
Showing support beyond the events
For those attending, organisers have encouraged LGBTQIA+ community members, friends, families and allies to make their support visible. Simple, respectful actions can also help: the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health advises allies to respect people’s names and pronouns, protect their privacy and challenge discrimination.
And remembrance doesn’t end when a gathering does. The events invite people to reflect on what solidarity looks like in daily life, as well as in a crowd.
Show up, listen and stand alongside the community.
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