Washington Blade’s 2026 Best of LGBTQ DC: Who Won
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Readers have chosen their favourites for the Washington Blade’s 25th annual Best of LGBTQ DC awards, celebrating the people, places and organisations shaping queer life across the capital region. From nightlife and food to activism and community care, the winners offer a lively guide to the local scene - and a reminder of the work that helps it thrive.
Essential Takeaways
A landmark year: The awards marked 25 years of recognising contributors to the LGBTQ community in Washington, DC.
Readers chose the winners: The contest covered nearly 70 categories, with a finalist round before the final vote.
A wide-ranging roll call: Honourees include drag performers, bars, restaurants, arts venues, nonprofits, healthcare providers and local advocates.
Community stories matter: Former Blade publisher Lynne Brown and drag performer Tara Hoot were recognised for their contributions beyond the awards themselves.
The celebration brought people together: The awards party took place at Long View Gallery, with Ashley Darby as emcee.
A quarter-century of local favourites
A list of nearly 70 categories gives this year’s Best of LGBTQ DC awards the feel of a community map: part nightlife guide, part roll call of people doing meaningful work. The Washington Blade says tens of thousands of nominations were submitted, with the top five vote-getters in each category advancing to a second round.
That reader-led process is part of the appeal. The Blade’s September announcement laid out the nomination and finalist stages, while its results feature distinguishes reader winners from some additional Editor’s Choice selections.
The anniversary celebration followed on 22 October at Long View Gallery. The Blade’s event photo report describes a “Murder on the Dance Floor” costume party, hosted by Ashley Darby of The Real Housewives of Potomac, with performances by Elextra G, Druex Sidora and Nubia Love Jackson.
The people behind the honours
Among the awards’ most notable community recognitions is Local Hero, given to Lynne Brown. She joined the Blade in 1987, became publisher in 2007 and moved into the role of publisher emerita in June 2026, remaining a part-owner.
Brown also helped rebuild the newspaper after its former owner went bankrupt in 2009, alongside co-owners Kevin Naff and Brian Pitts. The Blade’s separate report on her 2026 LGBTQ Community Pioneer honour likewise notes her long service and role in the paper’s growth.
Her wider recognition continued this year: Curve magazine named Brown to its 2026 Power List of LGBTQ+ women and non-binary people in North America. In the Blade’s awards profile, Brown described the newspaper as a tool for fighting invisibility and isolation - a concise explanation of why community media still matters.
From drag stages to dance floors
Drag performer Tara Hoot took home Best Drag Queen and Most Committed Activist. The Blade describes her as a familiar local performer, known for drag bingo and story times as well as outspoken protest work. Its report on a September Kennedy Center rally adds context: Hoot co-organised the event and served as its master of ceremonies.
Other nightlife winners show the range of the local scene. King Flirty was named Best Drag King, while Citrine won Best Transgender Performer. Crush took Best LGBTQ Bar and Best LGBTQ-Owned Business, and its Throwdown Thursday was recognised as Best Drag Show.
For a different kind of night out, the results also name Number Nine for Best Happy Hour, Trade for Best Outdoor Drinking and Violet as Best New LGBTQ Bar. The list is useful as a starting point, though readers will want to check venues’ current details before setting out.
Arts, food and places to gather
The awards reach well beyond bars and clubs. The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington was named Best LGBTQ Social Group, while the Washington Spirit won Best Local Pro Sports Team. The Blade also highlighted the National Museum of African American History and Culture, Atlas Performing Arts Center and 9:30 Club across its arts and entertainment categories.
In food and drink, Annie’s won both Best Restaurant and Best Late Night Food. Protest Pizza + Bar was named Best Pizza, while Red Bear Brewing Company took Best Local Brewery. For an alcohol-free daytime meet-up that can turn into an evening event, the Blade describes Spark Social House as an LGBTQ gathering place offering coffee and tea as well as performances and drinks.
The range is a reminder that a community scene isn’t built only around headline events. It’s also shaped by places to eat, make music, find care and spend time together.
Recognition with a local purpose
Some of the most practical honours go to organisations providing support and services. SMYAL won Best Non-Profit for its work with LGBTQ+ youth, and Whitman-Walker Health was named Best Medical Provider. Stonewall Sports received Best Amateur Sports League, while Capital Pride won Best LGBTQ Event.
The Rehoboth Beach categories extend the awards beyond the District, recognising local performers, businesses, restaurants and hospitality. Blue Moon was named Best Rehoboth Restaurant, and Diego’s won Best Rehoboth Business.
Awards can’t capture every story behind a community, but they can point readers towards people and places worth knowing. And in this anniversary year, the strongest thread running through the results is the value of creating spaces where people feel welcome.
Explore the winners that speak to your interests, and check directly with venues and organisations for current details.
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