Trans Awareness Month: Local Support and Remembrance in Grand Rapids
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Communities in Grand Rapids are marking Trans Awareness Month with practical support, learning and remembrance. The Grand Rapids Trans Foundation works to reduce barriers for local transgender and non-binary people, while a free clothing pop-up and an annual vigil offer ways to connect. Here’s what the observances mean, what support is available, and how readers can learn more.
Essential Takeaways
Local support: The Grand Rapids Trans Foundation offers help with education, legal documents, gender-affirming items and referrals.
A sobering picture: The Human Rights Campaign recorded 27 cases of fatal violence against transgender and gender non-conforming people in its 2025 reporting period, and at least 399 victims since tracking began in 2013.
A moment to remember: Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed on 20 November, with vigils held in communities around the world.
Ways to take part: The library article promotes a free clothing pop-up with gender-affirming workshops, a local vigil and curated reading lists.
Awareness means learning, but also acting
Trans Awareness Month brings celebration and advocacy together. It’s an opportunity to recognise transgender and non-binary communities, improve public understanding and challenge discrimination and violence.
That work matters because transgender people in the United States face elevated risks of discrimination, assault, poverty, homelessness and mental health harms. GLAAD describes Transgender Awareness Week, held from 13 to 19 November, as a time to share experiences, educate the public and advocate for transgender people’s safety and equality.
Grand Rapids support tackles practical barriers
In West Michigan, the Grand Rapids Trans Foundation focuses on practical help as well as community. The foundation says it provides academic scholarships, assistance with legal documents, gender-affirming items and referrals, with the broader aim of reducing barriers and building equity.
That can mean support with costs or paperwork that might otherwise stand between someone and an important resource. The foundation’s local approach is a reminder that inclusion isn’t only a public message; it can also involve useful, direct help.
The numbers behind the day of remembrance
The Human Rights Campaign reported 27 recorded cases of fatal violence against transgender and gender non-conforming people in the 12 months up to 20 November 2025. It had documented at least 399 victims since it began tracking in 2013, while warning that the true number may be higher because some deaths are unreported or misreported.
People of colour were disproportionately represented among those recorded, with Black transgender women particularly affected. Those figures give Transgender Day of Remembrance a painful urgency, while also underscoring why accurate reporting and prevention matter.
Why 20 November is set aside
Transgender Day of Remembrance honours transgender people who have lost their lives to anti-transgender violence. GLAAD traces the observance to 1999, when transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith organised a vigil for Rita Hester, a transgender woman murdered in 1998.
Candlelight vigils remain one way for communities and allies to come together. They make room to remember individual lives, not just statistics, and to reflect on what safer, more welcoming communities require.
Find local events and ways to learn
The Kent District Library article promotes a free “Wear the Rainbow” clothing pop-up with gender-affirming workshops, alongside a Grand Rapids vigil organised with local partners. As event details can change, check the library or organisers’ latest updates before making plans.
For a quieter way to get involved, the library also points readers towards curated booklists for adults, teenagers and children. Learning more can be a meaningful first step, whether you’re attending an event, sharing a resource or simply choosing a book.
Closing Line
Remembering lives lost matters; so does building support for the lives being lived now.
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