Sydney Mardi Gras Party Review Puts 2027 Partnerships Under Scrutiny
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A review call is bringing Sydney Mardi Gras’ commercial partnerships into focus ahead of the Party’s 2027 return. Pride in Protest wants members to assess the event’s production arrangements against the organisation’s Ethical Charter, while the party remains scheduled for 6 March. The debate raises a familiar question for major Pride celebrations: how should community values and commercial realities sit together?
Essential Takeaways
The party is still on: The 2027 Sydney Mardi Gras Party is scheduled for Saturday 6 March.
Members will consider a review motion: Pride in Protest’s proposal is due to be considered at the AGM on 28 November 2026.
The motion is not a cancellation demand: It seeks a review of the production partners, the 2026 cancellation and communications with ticket holders.
The charter sets a framework: Mardi Gras’ Ethical Charter includes human rights, sustainability and partnership principles.
The meeting is open to eligible members: They can attend in person, join by Zoom or appoint a proxy.
The 2027 Mardi Gras Party is returning, but scrutiny follows
The underground setting promised for the 2027 Sydney Mardi Gras Party comes with a less celebratory question: do the event’s commercial partnerships fit the organisation’s stated values? Pride in Protest is asking members to review the arrangements, but the party itself remains scheduled to go ahead on 6 March.
ABC News reported that the event is returning after its 2026 cancellation, with an overnight programme planned in the tunnels beneath Sydney Football Stadium. For many partygoers, the return will be welcome news; the renewed debate is about how the celebration is being put together. [4]
The proposed motion is due to be considered at the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras AGM on 28 November. Its passage would express members’ views and request a review, rather than automatically cancelling the event or changing existing contracts. [2]
What Pride in Protest wants members to examine
Pride in Protest says the production partnership should be assessed against Mardi Gras’ Ethical Charter. QNews identifies Kicks Entertainment and Bizarro as the production companies involved and reports that both are subsidiaries of Live Nation Entertainment. The campaign’s concerns are allegations and questions for review, not established findings that the companies have breached the charter. [2]
The charter itself sets out principles for assessing partners, including diversity, equity and inclusion, collaboration, human rights and sustainability. It says prospective partners should align with Mardi Gras’ values and demonstrate genuine investment in LGBTQIA+ communities. That framework explains the standard campaigners want applied, but it does not itself determine whether a particular partnership meets it. [5]
The wider political context comes from the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement’s campaign targeting Live Nation. The movement calls on the company to drop its Israeli subsidiary, Live Nation Israel, and adopt ethical partnership policies. Those are campaign demands, rather than an independent finding about the Mardi Gras production companies. [6]
The motion asks for a review, not an immediate cancellation
According to QNews, Pride in Protest candidate Nikki Naidu is moving the proposal, seconded by Miles Carter. It asks members to support a review of the party, including the choice of production partners, the handling of the cancelled 2026 event and communications with ticket holders. [2]
That distinction matters: the motion does not demand that the 2027 party be called off. Nor would approval make the resolution binding on the Mardi Gras board, according to QNews. It would instead ask the organisation to examine its decisions and report findings to members. [2]
Why the 2026 cancellation still matters
The review proposal arrives after a difficult year for the event. ABC News reported that the 2026 party was cancelled weeks before it was due to take place, with organisers citing financial losses and pressures including delivery costs, sponsorship uncertainty and difficulty securing headline performers. [7]
The cancellation didn’t mean the party was gone for good. ABC News reported that organisers announced its return for 2027, with a new setting and an overnight programme. The history helps explain why questions about commercial arrangements and financial stability are both part of the current conversation. [4][7]
The AGM gives members a formal say
Mardi Gras’ official AGM notice sets the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Ltd meeting for 10.30am AEDT on Saturday 28 November 2026 at Pride Hall, Inner West Pride Centre, in Newtown. Eligible members can attend in person, participate through Zoom or appoint a proxy, and the meeting process includes proposed resolutions and board elections. [3]
QNews reports that Pride in Protest is also fielding four transgender women candidates for board positions, amid wider disagreements over the organisation’s direction and governance. So the partnership review sits within a broader discussion about Mardi Gras’ priorities and how its members want the organisation to work. [2]
For anyone following from New Zealand or weighing up a trip, the practical point is simple: the party is still scheduled for 6 March 2027. The AGM may sharpen the debate about how it is delivered, but the proposed review is not a notice that the event has been cancelled. [2][4]
The party is on the calendar; the debate now is about the values behind the partnerships.
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