Ireland urged to strengthen LGBTQ+ rights after UN review
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Ireland has been urged to strengthen protections for intersex people and ban conversion practices following its latest UN human rights review. The recommendations also spotlighted hate and housing barriers affecting LGBTQ+ people. A coalition of Irish organisations welcomed the attention, but says key issues remain unresolved as the Government prepares to respond.
Essential Takeaways
Intersex rights: Ecuador, Iceland and Malta called for safeguards against unnecessary medical interventions without free and informed consent.
Conversion practices: Iceland and Malta recommended a ban.
Action on hate: The Netherlands called for a plan addressing the causes of hate as well as its criminal consequences.
More work ahead: Irish LGBTQ+ organisations say gaps remain around legal gender recognition, gender-affirming healthcare and LGBTQ+ families.
No final response yet: Ireland is expected to state later which recommendations it supports.
Ireland’s UN review puts LGBTQ+ protections in focus
Ireland’s fourth Universal Periodic Review took place on 10 November 2026, giving UN member states an opportunity to assess the country’s human rights record and recommend action. The review covered a wide range of concerns, including housing, protections for asylum seekers, human trafficking and the rights of minority groups.
The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights lists the examination on its official Ireland review page, alongside national and UN reports and stakeholder submissions. That record is a useful place to explore the process behind the recommendations, rather than treating the review as a single news moment.
Intersex rights and conversion practices draw calls for action
Ecuador, Iceland and Malta urged Ireland to protect intersex people from medically unnecessary interventions carried out without free and informed consent. Malta also called for legislation recognising the right to bodily integrity, while Iceland’s statement specifically recommended respect for intersex children’s self-determination and a prohibition on unnecessary surgeries.
Iceland and Malta also recommended banning conversion practices. The Icelandic government’s published statement provides a direct record of its recommendations, although it doesn’t show whether Ireland will accept them. For now, these are proposals for the Government to consider, not changes already in force.
Tackling hate means looking beyond criminal law
The Netherlands called for an action plan against hate that would address its underlying causes as well as criminal offences. Denmark also recommended full implementation and ongoing monitoring of Ireland’s National LGBTIQ+ Inclusion Strategy.
Those recommendations point to a broader question: how can policy respond to the conditions that allow discrimination to take root, rather than focusing only on what happens afterwards? The review raised that issue alongside other concerns about minority protections.
Irish organisations welcome progress, but flag gaps
A coalition of 23 Irish LGBTQ+ organisations, led by Transgender Equality Network Ireland, LGBT Ireland and Belong To, welcomed recommendations that reflected concerns in its joint submission. TENI’s account of the coalition’s work says the report included 33 recommendations.
But the organisations also say important issues weren’t adequately reflected in the review’s recommendations, including legal gender recognition, access to gender-affirming healthcare and the rights of LGBTQ+ families. Their response is a reminder that a list of recommendations can draw attention to problems without resolving them.
Housing concerns remain part of the picture
The coalition also highlighted economic and structural barriers that LGBTQ+ people can face when accessing housing, calling for more inclusive policy measures and better data and research. That concern sat within a wider review that included Ireland’s housing and homelessness crisis.
Ireland will indicate at a later stage which recommendations it supports. The coalition is urging the Government to follow through with implementation, so the review’s words translate into action rather than simply another entry on a policy agenda.
It’s the response, and what follows it, that will show how much these recommendations change.
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