Hockey One Pride Round: Round Six Finals Race Preview
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Hockey One’s Round Six Pride Round brings four fixtures and plenty of finals pressure across the league. In Melbourne, unbeaten HC Melbourne’s men host second-placed NSW Pride, while Perth’s women aim to protect their perfect record. With qualification hopes on the line and standout scorers in form, every match carries extra weight.
Essential Takeaways
Pride Round: The league celebrates its LGBTQIA+ hockey community across all four venues.
Melbourne headliner: HC Melbourne’s men are unbeaten and face second-placed NSW Pride; Blake Govers has scored in each of the Pride’s first five games.
Perth’s perfect start: The Thundersticks women have won all five matches and conceded just three goals.
Finals stakes: Canberra’s men can secure a finals place with a win over Brisbane, while several women’s teams are still chasing qualification.
Watch and attend: Matches are streamed live and free on 7plus in Australia, with international viewing through Hockey One Global Pass.
Pride Round brings meaning beyond the scoreboard
Pride Round gives the weekend’s four venues a shared purpose: celebrating the LGBTQIA+ hockey community and affirming that everyone has a place in the game, both on the pitch and in the stands. It’s a welcome reminder that the league’s biggest moments aren’t only measured in goals.
There’s plenty happening competitively, too. With two rounds left, teams are trying to secure a top-four finish, and Round Six could sharpen the picture considerably. Hockey One’s preview frames the weekend as a series of pressure tests, rather than a routine stop on the fixture list.
Melbourne’s first-versus-second clash has plenty riding on it
Friday’s meeting in Melbourne puts the men’s top two against each other: HC Melbourne are first after winning all five matches, while NSW Pride sit second. The Pride need a win, or a shootout win, to join Melbourne in qualifying, so the stakes are clear before the opening whistle.
Blake Govers has scored in each of the Pride’s first five games, while Nathan Ephraums leads the league’s men’s scoring with 13 goals. That makes their contest an appealing individual storyline, but Melbourne’s wider attacking form matters too: Cooper Burns has eight goals this season after scoring twice against the Tigers.
The women’s match matters just as much for the ladder. HC Melbourne are second and can qualify with anything other than a regulation loss, while NSW Pride, third, can secure their place with a regulation win if Canberra also lose. The previous meetings give both sides a reminder of what’s possible: NSW won the earlier 2025 clashes in Newcastle, while Melbourne beat Pride’s men in the Melbourne semi-final.
Hobart offers the Cobras a chance to build
The Tassie Tigers host Melbourne Cobras in Hobart, where the visitors’ men arrive after a striking first win of the season, beating Adelaide Fire 10-3. Peter Scott scored five and Jake Whetton four, giving the Cobras a lively attacking story to carry into their first meeting with the Tigers.
The women’s contest brings its own qualification tension. The fourth-placed Cobras can book a finals spot with a regulation win if Canberra lose to Brisbane, while the seventh-placed Tigers need a win to keep their hopes alive. For the Tigers men, a response to their 5-1 defeat by HC Melbourne would keep them in contention, although they can’t qualify this round.
Perth’s unbeaten women face a familiar challenge
Perth Thundersticks’ women are the only side in the competition yet to lose, with five wins from five and just three goals conceded. They’ve already secured a finals place, but Adelaide Fire beat them 4-2 in their previous meeting, giving Saturday’s fixture a useful edge beyond the hosts’ impressive run.
The Thundersticks men have a different job: they’re fifth, level on points with fourth-placed Tassie, and need a win to keep the pressure on. Daykin Stanger scored a hat-trick in Perth’s 9-2 win over Brisbane and now has seven goals. Adelaide’s men, meanwhile, are still seeking their first win after the 10-3 defeat in Bendigo.
Brisbane and Canberra could reshape the women’s four
Sunday’s double-header carries major consequences at both ends of the table. Canberra’s men are third and can secure a finals place with a win, with Jake Staines and Dylan Brick combining for 13 goals so far. Brisbane will be looking to respond after losing 9-2 in Perth, though the Blaze beat Canberra 7-3 in their previous meeting.
The women’s standings are tightly packed: Canberra are fifth and Brisbane sixth, separated by one point. A Brisbane win could open the door for NSW Pride and Melbourne Cobras, while a Canberra defeat would also affect qualification scenarios elsewhere. Sometimes the most consequential match is the one that makes everyone else check the ladder.
How to follow Round Six
If you’re choosing a match to watch, the Melbourne clash offers a direct meeting between the top two men’s teams, while Perth’s women provide a chance to see a side protecting a perfect record. The Sunday fixture in Brisbane is the one to keep an eye on if you’re following the women’s finals race.
Hockey One says every match is streamed live and free on 7plus in Australia, with international coverage through Hockey One Global Pass. Tickets and memberships are available through Intix.
Pride Round brings a celebration in the stands and a finals race on the pitch.
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