Delray Beach’s 2027 Parade Cancellation May Not Be Final
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Delray Beach says Florida’s Senate Bill 1134 prevents the city from hosting its 2027 St Patrick’s Day parade and Pride event. But Mayor Tom Carney is now exploring whether private organisers and sponsors could keep the celebrations alive, drawing a distinction between what the city can support and what residents might arrange independently.
Essential Takeaways
The city’s decision: Delray Beach says it can’t organise, fund or promote the two events under Florida’s new law.
The law’s start date: Senate Bill 1134 takes effect on 1 January 2027.
A possible route forward: Mayor Tom Carney is looking at private organisers and sponsors for the parade, with a similar approach potentially considered for Pride.
Not a blanket ban: The reported restrictions concern local government involvement; privately organised events may still be possible.
A city cancellation, but perhaps not the last word
A beloved local parade has hit a legal wall, but Delray Beach’s mayor is trying to find a way around it. The city says it won’t host its 2027 St Patrick’s Day parade or Pride event because of Florida Senate Bill 1134, while Mayor Tom Carney is exploring whether independent organisers could keep the celebrations going.
WPTV reports that the city reviewed the law and concluded it couldn’t organise, fund or promote the events. The distinction matters: the decision is about the municipality’s role, rather than an automatic ban on every privately run celebration.
What Florida’s new law restricts
The Florida Senate’s summary says the measure bars counties and municipalities from funding, promoting or taking official actions related to diversity, equity and inclusion. Its scope includes programmes and policies, as well as spending public funds to establish or support a DEI office or officer.
The law also provides for residents to bring actions against local governments over alleged violations. The Senate summary lists exceptions, including actions required to comply with general or federal law, and says the provisions take effect on 1 January 2027. For Delray Beach, that leaves a practical question: can the events continue without the city playing an organising or promotional role?
Private sponsors could offer a way forward
Carney is considering whether private sponsors and organisers could take on the parade, WPTV reports. Residents have contacted him about supporting it financially, and people interested in organising are already submitting applications, though the city hasn’t announced a final plan.
The parade has previously been run privately, and Carney’s family helped underwrite it in the past. A similar arrangement might be explored for Pride, too. It’s an encouraging possibility, but the details are still at an early stage.
The wider debate behind the decision
The Associated Press places the law within a broader push by Florida’s Republican leadership to restrict public support for DEI initiatives. Governor Ron DeSantis presented the legislation as a response to what he described as discrimination against white men through DEI programmes, a rationale that sits within a wider and contested political debate.
For residents, the immediate issue is more local: whether a parade and Pride celebration can survive a change in who organises and pays for them. WPTV’s reporting and Watermark Out News both make clear that the restrictions described concern municipal support, not a categorical bar on independent groups holding events.
What residents should watch next
The city hasn’t confirmed who, if anyone, will organise either event in 2027. Residents keen to see them continue should watch for announcements about private organisers, sponsorship and any new arrangements, rather than assuming the city’s cancellation means celebrations are impossible.
That distinction may feel technical, but it could shape whether these community traditions return in a different form.
Keep an eye on the organisers and sponsors: the next chapter may be private.
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