Barneveld’s LGBT+ discussion sparks calls for safer spaces
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A church discussion evening in Barneveld drew 21 people to talk about whether everyone can show who they are. The gathering brought together people from different churches and parts of society, and led to practical ideas for helping young LGBT+ people find someone to talk to at home, in church and at school.
Key takeaways
A well-attended conversation: Twenty-one people joined the Hervormde Gemeente Barneveld’s LGBT+ contact group for an evening of discussion.
Questions came first: Participants submitted questions anonymously before discussing them together.
Safer places for young people: Organiser Sijmon van den Berg suggested trusted groups in schools, churches and homes.
A wider local conversation: The discussion sits alongside calls for greater acceptance and debate about how inclusion should be addressed.
An open evening, with room for difficult questions
Twenty-one people came to the Hervormde Gemeente Barneveld’s LGBT+ discussion evening, where the central question was whether people can show who they are. The atmosphere was built around listening: participants wrote questions anonymously, then discussed them as a group.
According to Barneveldse Krant, organiser Sijmon van den Berg said the attendees came from different churches and parts of society. He and fellow organisers Alfred Jonker and Teus Korevaar felt the conversation had helped those present.
That open format is part of the contact group’s stated purpose. The Hervormde Gemeente Barneveld says it wants to make the subject easier to discuss and help create a safe church community where people are treated respectfully, whatever their sexual orientation.
What young people need: someone they can trust
The evening produced a practical suggestion: create trusted groups where non-heterosexual young people know they can raise worries and questions and be heard. Van den Berg said this matters at home, in church and at school, and suggested Barneveld’s secondary schools could act on the idea.
That focus on everyday places matters. A young person shouldn’t have to wonder whether there’s anyone safe to approach; a trusted adult or group can offer a starting point for a conversation.
The church’s contact group says stigma can leave people feeling misunderstood or unaccepted, and that some may lose their connection with church or faith. It organises discussion evenings twice a year to make space for honest, caring conversation.
Why a safe welcome matters beyond the church
The conversation also touched on whether young people feel comfortable staying in Barneveld. Van den Berg said he had heard of young gay people moving elsewhere, though he stressed he hadn’t researched the issue. He also described his own son, who came out 14 years ago and now lives in a medium-sized city that he finds more comfortable in relation to his sexual orientation.
That experience gives the discussion a personal edge. Van den Berg said regularly having to explain who you are can affect a young person growing up. The wider point is simple: feeling accepted can shape whether a place feels like home.
The municipality’s advice and support page lists services for LGBT+ residents, including Roze in Blauw, De Kringen, Switchboard and Wijdekerk. Those listings offer routes to support, confidential conversation and community connections.
Local inclusion is also a political question
The Barneveldse Krant report placed the discussion against a local political debate. It said council executive member Jolanda de Heer had announced plans to do more to promote acceptance of the LGBT+ community, while SGP group leader Teunis den Boon argued that the public focus was too narrowly directed towards that group.
Van den Berg offered to discuss the issue with the SGP group. It’s a reminder that inclusion isn’t only a question for one church or one meeting; it also involves how a whole community talks about belonging.
For anyone who wants to take part, the church’s agenda describes its discussion evenings as open to LGBT+ people, those connected to someone who is, and anyone interested. No one is expected to arrive with all the answers.
A trusted place to talk can be a meaningful first step towards feeling seen.
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