Austin Queer Events: Birthday Plans and a Book-Giving Idea
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Austin’s queer community has plenty to celebrate this week, from comedy and drag shows to karaoke and country dancing. The Austin Chronicle’s birthday column also points readers towards a thoughtful way to mark the occasion: support Inside Books Project, an Austin nonprofit sending free reading material to people incarcerated in Texas. Here’s the personal story and a few practical details to keep in mind.
Essential Takeaways
A birthday with a purpose: The columnist suggests giving books or money to Inside Books Project.
Books reach Texas prisons: The volunteer-led Austin nonprofit sends free reading materials to incarcerated readers.
A film-night invitation: A birthday screening of Matilda is listed for Tuesday, 17 November 2026.
Check before you go: Confirm current event details and donation guidance with the relevant organisation or venue.
A birthday becomes a reason to share
A birthday can be more than cake and candles; for this Austin columnist, it’s also a chance to point readers towards Inside Books Project. The Austin Chronicle’s personal column suggests donating books or money to the volunteer-led nonprofit, which sends reading material to people incarcerated in Texas. It’s a modest invitation with a bigger idea behind it: a book can offer a reader company, curiosity and a little room to think.
The organisation says it responds to readers’ requests and promotes literacy, education and self-expression. Its website explains how to volunteer, donate money or give books, and advises checking its current donation guidance before dropping anything off. That last step matters, since prison rules and what the programme can accept may change.
The film screening is part of the celebration
There’s a birthday-film plan, too. A screening of Matilda is listed at Hyperreal Film Club for Tuesday, 17 November 2026, tying the evening to the columnist’s shared birthday with Danny DeVito, who directed and starred in the film. Hyperreal’s event listing is the place to check for current ticket and screening details before setting out.
The film adds a cheerful thread to a column that’s also reflective. The writer describes feeling grateful to celebrate in a body and with a name that feel right, surrounded by people who love them as they are. That kind of happiness doesn’t need a grand finale; sometimes being able to say, “This is me,” is the celebration.
Reading access is the bigger story
Inside Books Project is an Austin-based, volunteer-led nonprofit that sends free books and other reading materials to people in Texas prisons. The organisation says it distributes tens of thousands of books each year and has sent more than half a million over its lifetime. Those figures put the birthday suggestion in context: community donations help connect readers with books they might otherwise struggle to access.
And this isn’t simply a matter of gathering a pile of unwanted paperbacks. The group selects suitable books from donated stock and works to match material with readers’ requests and needs. If you’re considering giving books, check the organisation’s current guidance first; its website is also the right place to find ways to volunteer or contribute money.
A gallery show explores tenderness and violence
The column also points readers towards Sweetheart Grip, an exhibition at MASS Gallery by Machine and Simone Thornton. The project draws on the Second World War practice of placing a loved one’s photograph in a pistol grip, using that striking contrast to explore tenderness, violence, gender and familiar ideas of masculinity. CultureMap Austin says the exhibition runs through 19 December and that admission is free.
There’s an artist talk associated with the exhibition on Sunday, 15 November 2026, moderated by Gemma Rolls-Bentley, according to MASS Gallery. It’s a compelling premise: an object associated with force can also hold an image of someone cherished. Check the gallery’s current listing for practical details before making the trip.
Make the gesture useful
If you’d like to follow the column’s birthday suggestion, start with Inside Books Project’s own donation information rather than guessing what will be accepted. You can also look at its volunteering and money-donation options, then choose the kind of support that suits you. A few minutes spent checking the guidance can make a contribution more useful.
For the film, exhibition or other events mentioned in the column, confirm dates and arrangements with the venue before heading out. Plans can shift, and a quick check is easier than arriving to find the details have changed.
A birthday book donation is a small gesture with a thoughtful destination.
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