Anti-Trans Bills Face Pushback as Communities Find Ways Forward
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Advocates and allies are challenging anti-trans policies in court, in state legislatures and on the tennis court. Across the United States, funding has been restored after legal action, proposals have stalled and a new Las Vegas league has offered trans players a place to play. These examples show how organised support can turn setbacks into practical help.
Essential Takeaways
Funding restored: The federal government returned more than $6.2 million in grants to nine organisations serving LGBTQ+ people, including people living with HIV.
A local tennis response: Tennis with Friends grew from an exchange between five people to more than 100 players.
Legislation blocked: Representative Sarah McBride said Democratic colleagues had prevented major anti-trans bills or provisions from becoming law.
Counts are snapshots: The Trans Legislation Tracker records bills passed and failed, but its totals can change as legislation moves.
When funding cuts meet a legal challenge
A federal funding cut threatened services for LGBTQ+ people and people living with HIV, but a court challenge helped bring the money back. Lambda Legal reported that the government restored more than $6.2 million in grants to nine organisations after the administration cut the funding and the group challenged the decision.
The grants support HIV prevention, health care and community programmes. That makes the reversal more than a line in a budget: it affects organisations doing practical work with people who rely on their services. Lambda Legal senior attorney and HIV project director Jose Abrigo said the result showed legal advocacy could make a difference, while warning that the wider struggle was not over.
A tennis league built around belonging
In Las Vegas, a policy change prompted players to create a new place to play. FOX5 Las Vegas reported that Tennis with Friends began after friends heard that trans women and girls were excluded from women’s events under a United States Tennis Association policy change.
What started with a message between five people grew beyond the founders’ initial expectation of around 20 participants, with more than 100 players joining. The league is recreational, not a substitute for the USTA’s competitions, scholarships or prize-money events. Its appeal is simpler: a welcoming space to play and spend time together. (The USTA policy was updated to align with federal guidance on gender-based eligibility.)
How a broad coalition can help stop bills
Representative Sarah McBride has argued that opposition to anti-trans measures has depended on Democratic colleagues in both chambers of Congress. In a January 2026 interview on The Bulwark Podcast, she said that major anti-trans bills or provisions had not become law during the presidency discussed in the conversation.
McBride also credited an approach that leaves room for imperfect allies and people with questions, while continuing to defend transgender people’s dignity and rights. That’s a reminder that political progress can involve persuasion as well as firm opposition. But her comments are her assessment of the legislative picture, not an independent audit of every bill.
The numbers need a little context
The Trans Legislation Tracker gives readers a way to examine bills affecting transgender people across areas including health care, education and legal recognition. Its totals for bills passed and failed are time-sensitive, and the project’s own criteria determine which measures it tracks.
So the headline count is a starting point, not the whole story. Readers can check individual entries for a bill’s subject, state and status, and should remember that counts may change as legislatures act or the tracker updates its records.
Kentucky’s teacher proposal did not advance
In Kentucky, Senator Gex Williams tried to attach a proposal restricting trans people’s ability to teach in public schools to a separate bill. Queer Kentucky reported that the amendment did not reach a vote during the main part of the 2026 session, leaving it without a route to passage at that stage.
The procedural detail matters: the proposal’s failure doesn’t mean similar measures have been defeated everywhere, or that this one could not return later in the session. Still, it shows how public attention, organised advocacy and legislative process can all shape what happens to a bill. As ACLU spokesperson Eric King told Queer Kentucky, directly affected people testified while coalitions and volunteers pressed lawmakers.
Small acts of solidarity can have a big feel
A restored grant, a stalled amendment and a weekly tennis meet-up aren’t the same kind of win. But together, they show how people respond when policies and rhetoric put their communities under pressure: with legal challenges, political organising and places where people can keep showing up for one another.
For anyone following a proposed measure, checking its status and reading the bill-level details can offer more clarity than a national tally alone. And for communities facing exclusion, sometimes the immediate answer is also the human one: make room, and keep the game going.
Keep an eye on the details, and on the people doing the work.
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