Andrew Scott on Gay Actors, Elsinore and a Changing Industry
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Andrew Scott is bringing Ian Charleson’s final Hamlet performance to the screen in Elsinore, a film about art, illness and the people around a theatre production. The Irish actor has also spoken about the barriers gay performers faced in earlier generations, and why he believes opportunities are beginning to become fairer.
Essential Takeaways
Scott plays Ian Charleson: Elsinore centres on the Scottish actor’s preparation for Hamlet at the National Theatre in 1989.
The film looks beyond illness: Scott says he wanted to celebrate Charleson’s life and love of acting, rather than make his death the whole story.
Gay actors faced unequal expectations: Scott recalls that performers could be offered roles while being expected to conceal part of their identity.
The film opened the London Film Festival: The BFI and Associated Press reported that Elsinore opened the festival in October 2026.
UK cinema release: The BFI lists a UK-wide release date of 29 January 2027.
Elsinore puts Charleson’s Hamlet back in the spotlight
Ian Charleson’s Hamlet came at the end of his life, but Andrew Scott doesn’t want audiences to see the performance only through the shadow of illness. In an interview with British Vogue, Scott said he feared the film might fixate on Charleson’s death instead of celebrating the life and ambition behind his final role.
Charleson, a Scottish actor, played Hamlet at London’s National Theatre in 1989 while seriously ill with AIDS-related complications. The BFI describes Elsinore as a story about his preparation for the role, while the Associated Press reported that the film opened the 70th London Film Festival in October 2026. [2], [6], [7]
Scott says gay actors were asked to hide part of themselves
Scott’s point about the film reaches beyond one performance. Speaking to British Vogue, he reflected on how gay actors of Charleson’s generation could be given opportunities but expected to conceal a significant part of their identity, while straight actors did not face the same demand.
He says the playing field is beginning to level out, and argues that knowing people can make prejudice harder to sustain. Out’s profile of Scott also connects the film’s story to visibility and relationships between generations of queer people. [2], [5]
The film honours a life, not just a final role
That distinction shapes how Scott approaches Charleson. He told British Vogue that the actor’s decision to take on Hamlet when time was running out felt life-loving, and that the film should remember his humour, generosity and commitment to acting.
Out likewise presents Elsinore as a tribute to Charleson’s ambition and humanity, rather than a story defined only by the circumstances of his death. The BFI’s programme description also emphasises fellowship, collaboration and artistic creation alongside Charleson’s illness. [2], [5], [7]
A theatre story with a strong sense of community
Elsinore is directed by Simon Stone and written by Stephen Beresford, according to the BFI. Its listed cast includes Scott, Olivia Colman, Billie Piper, Johnny Flynn and Luke Thompson. The festival programme places Charleson’s Hamlet within a world of rehearsals, colleagues and creative work, giving the story room to breathe beyond the role itself. [3], [7]
Scott has his own Hamlet history, too. The BFI reports that he performed the role in more than 150 performances, beginning at the Almeida in 2017, and describes Elsinore as a love letter to actors and theatre. For viewers, that connection adds a thoughtful extra layer: this is a story about an actor taking on Hamlet, told by another actor who knows the part from the inside. [4]
When and where to see Elsinore
The BFI lists 29 January 2027 as the film’s UK-wide cinema release date. The festival’s official announcement also gives a US release plan for select theatres on 20 November 2026; those dates apply to different markets, so it’s worth checking local listings rather than assuming they’re interchangeable. [3]
For a useful preview, look for the film’s focus as well as its cast: Elsinore is about Charleson’s final theatrical undertaking, but Scott has made clear that he wants the story to hold on to the life around it. That may be its most affecting promise.
Elsinore asks us to remember the person behind the performance.
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