7 LGBTQ+ Celebrity Couples Whose Love Lasted Decades
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Long-lasting LGBTQ+ celebrity couples have turned first meetings, private promises and public milestones into stories that span decades. From Elton John and David Furnish’s landmark civil partnership in England to Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner’s creative partnership, these relationships show how love can grow through changing times, with marriage and family life taking different forms along the way.
Essential Takeaways
A landmark in England: Elton John and David Furnish formalised their relationship in a civil partnership in 2005, when the new law came into effect.
Love and collaboration: Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner’s relationship began in 1971 and grew alongside their creative work.
A public commitment: George Takei and Brad Altman married in Los Angeles in 2008 after more than two decades together.
A remarkable first meeting: Colman Domingo found Raúl Domingo through a Craigslist missed-connections post after spotting him outside a shop.
Privacy could be complicated: Cassandra Peterson has described worrying that coming out might affect her career and her audience’s response.
Decades together, and milestones that mattered
Some relationship milestones are intimate; others arrive at a moment when the law itself is changing. Elton John and David Furnish’s civil partnership in Windsor in December 2005 was both. The Washington Post reported that they exchanged vows on the day civil partnerships became legally available in England, giving their celebration significance beyond the couple’s own story.
That wider context matters. The wedding was an early, highly visible example of same-sex couples gaining legal recognition in England, a personal commitment unfolding alongside a public shift.
Creative partnerships can grow together
Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner’s story began in 1971, when Tomlin invited Wagner to work with her on a comedy album. The Guardian describes their relationship as both personal and creative, with Wagner contributing to material associated with Tomlin’s performances. They married in 2013, after decades together.
There’s something quietly compelling about a partnership built around shared work as well as affection. Their story also reflects a broader theme in these couples’ histories: some relationships took shape in periods when being openly LGBTQ+ could bring personal or professional concerns.
A wedding can make a private bond public
George Takei and Brad Altman married at the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles in September 2008. CBS News reported that they had been together for 21 years by then, and set the ceremony against the political debate over same-sex marriage in California.
The wedding was a joyful occasion, but also a statement about recognition. Their long partnership had existed well before the marriage ceremony; the legal milestone gave it a new public form.
Unexpected meetings, lasting love
Not every long relationship begins with a dramatic plan. Colman Domingo spotted Raúl Domingo outside a Walgreens in Berkeley, then came across a Craigslist missed-connections post that appeared to describe their encounter. GQ recounts that the two met soon afterwards and later married in a small ceremony.
Cassandra Peterson’s story offers a different view of how a relationship can remain private. In her memoir, she described being with Teresa ‘T’ Wierson for 19 years before revealing the relationship, and the Los Angeles Times reported on her fears that coming out could affect her career and the audience’s response to Elvira.
The shape of a long partnership
These couples’ stories don’t follow one template. Some married soon after same-sex marriage or civil partnership became legally available to them; others kept their relationships out of public view for years. Across the collection, there are shared creative lives, family milestones and simple endurance, each shaped by its own circumstances.
And that may be the most affecting detail: a lasting relationship isn’t one single grand gesture. It’s a story made up of ordinary beginnings, private decisions and the milestones a couple chooses to mark.
A long love story can be both deeply personal and part of a much bigger change.
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