The Fall of ’55: Boise’s Boys Scandal, 20 Years On

[image: ]
A documentary about the 1955 Boys of Boise scandal returns to the city where the story began, two decades after its release. Seth Randal’s The Fall of ’55 revisits an investigation that grew from claims about teenage boys into a sweeping probe of gay men. Its anniversary screening offers a chance to face a painful chapter in Idaho history.
Essential Takeaways
A local investigation widened: Police began by investigating allegations involving teenage boys, then expanded their inquiry to gay men in Boise.
The alleged ring was unsubstantiated: Boise State Public Radio reports that no wider child sex ring was found.
The documentary arrived in 2006: The Fall of ’55 uses research, interviews and historical material to examine the scandal and its consequences.
The story inspired new work: The documentary later inspired The Show on the Roof, a musical about the scandal.
A Boise screening marks the anniversary: Idaho Matters reported that the film was due to screen at the Idaho Film Society on 11 November 2026.
A 1955 investigation grew into a city-wide panic
The Boys of Boise scandal began with allegations involving teenage boys, but the investigation soon widened to gay men across the city. Boise State Public Radio reported that the claim of a broader child sex ring was not substantiated, even as the inquiry became a far-reaching episode in Boise’s history.
The consequences were more than headlines. OutHistory describes how hostile coverage helped spread the idea of a homosexual menace, while the laws of the time exposed men to severe penalties for same-sex relationships. It’s a stark reminder of how quickly suspicion can become a public campaign against a minority.
How The Fall of ’55 revisited the scandal
Seth Randal’s documentary, released in 2006, looks back at the investigation and the people whose lives it affected. The film’s official website says it draws on historical research, interviews and documents to explore the episode and its lasting effects.
The film also puts the story in the context of mid-century anti-gay discrimination and the Cold War climate, while distinguishing Boise’s local campaign from the federal Lavender Scare. That wider frame matters: the scandal wasn’t just a local story, but part of a period in which fear and suspicion shaped how gay people were treated.
What the record says about the alleged ring
Boise State Public Radio’s account says investigators first arrested three men accused of having sex with teenage boys, then claimed the offences were part of a wider ring. The report states that no such ring existed. The Spokesman-Review likewise reported in 2006 that claims about a large network involving young boys were never proved.
Meanwhile, the inquiry broadened to include consenting adults. OutHistory recounts that sixteen men were charged during the panic and describes the way Idaho’s sodomy law enabled the criminalisation of same-sex relationships. The result was a scandal whose effects reached well beyond the original allegations.
A painful history finds new life on stage
The documentary’s influence didn’t stop at the screen. Its official website says it inspired The Show on the Roof, a musical by Tom Ford and Alex Syiek, and Boise State Public Radio later explored how the creative team adapted the events for theatre.
That shift from documentary to musical doesn’t make the history any less serious. Instead, it shows how artists can bring a difficult local story to new audiences and prompt fresh discussion about the people caught up in it.
Why the anniversary screening matters
Idaho Matters reported that The Fall of ’55 was due to return to Boise for a special screening at the Idaho Film Society on 11 November 2026. The programme also brought Randal back into conversation about the film and the history behind it.
A screening can’t undo the damage done to the people targeted, but it can make space for the record to be examined. And when a story has been shaped by fear, taking the time to understand what happened is a meaningful place to start.
The film’s anniversary is a reminder that remembering a scandal means looking closely at who was harmed, and how.
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