Sin City Classic 2027: LGBTQ+ Sports in Las Vegas

[image: ]
Las Vegas is getting ready to host the 20th Sin City Classic, a five-day LGBTQ+ sports festival running from 14 to 18 January 2027. With dozens of sports, a choice of ways to join in and evenings built for socialising, it’s a welcoming option whether you’re chasing a medal, cheering from the sidelines or simply meeting people.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and destination: The anniversary festival runs from 14 to 18 January 2027 in Las Vegas.
A wide-ranging programme: The sports directory spans team competitions, individual events and recreational games, from softball and basketball to pickleball and darts.
Plenty of ways to take part: Solo entrants can join some sports, be paired with a partner in others, or enter a free-agent pool for team events.
Hotels are part of the plan: Horseshoe Las Vegas is the festival headquarters, with Paris Las Vegas and other properties also listed as accommodation options.
Not just for competitors: Spectators are welcome, and the programme includes opening and closing parties.
From softball tournament to five-day festival
What began as a softball tournament has grown into a full-scale Las Vegas gathering, with sport at its heart and a social scene around it. The Sin City Classic’s official history traces its first event to 2008, when it was called the Sin City Shootout and brought together 70 teams at Tuscany Suites.
The programme has expanded over the years, adding sports and activities including basketball, indoor rowing, darts and pickleball. The 2027 festival is billed as the event’s 20th anniversary, and the official homepage presents it as a multi-day meeting point for LGBTQ+ athletes, friends and visitors.
There’s a sport for more than just the softball crowd
Softball remains a major draw, but it’s only one part of the programme. The official sports directory lists options including bowling, swimming, tennis, golf, flag football, running, wrestling and grappling, alongside games such as bridge, cornhole and darts.
That variety makes the festival feel less like a single tournament and more like a shared sporting weekend. If you’re curious about one particular event, the directory links to sport-specific information on registration, rules and venues, so it’s worth checking the details before making plans.
Coming alone? You can still find your place
You don’t need to arrive with a full team for every event. GayCities reports that solo participants can enter some individual sports, while bridge entrants may be paired with a partner and team-sport players may be able to join a free-agent pool.
The practical advice is simple: register early, especially if you have your heart set on a popular sport. The festival welcomes international entrants as well as spectators, so there’s room for people who want to compete, support friends or simply soak up the atmosphere.
Where to stay, and why booking early helps
Horseshoe Las Vegas is the festival headquarters, with Paris Las Vegas connected to the host-hotel complex. The official hotel page also lists the Flamingo, plus limited rooms at Caesars Palace and Planet Hollywood.
The hotel page says festival bookings can include benefits such as free parking and a discounted resort fee, subject to the booking terms. Room availability and offers can change, so check the current official information before committing; planning ahead is especially sensible when the event itself draws a large crowd.
Parties round out the competition
The festival isn’t all whistles and scoreboards. GayCities reports that the schedule includes an opening-night registration party at Horseshoe Las Vegas and a closing-night party at Brooklyn Bowl on the LINQ Promenade.
The 2027 headline performer hadn’t been announced in the preview. Still, the blend of competition and social events is part of the appeal: you can take part in a sport, cheer from the sidelines or make the evenings your main event.
Check the official Sin City Classic site for current registration, hotel and event details before you book.
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https://www.sincityclassic.org/hotels - The official hotels page explains accommodation options for the 2027 Sin City Classic. It identifies Horseshoe Las Vegas and Paris Las Vegas as the new host-hotel complex for the festival’s 20th gathering, with the two connected properties serving as headquarters and most festival activity taking place at Horseshoe. The page also lists Flamingo as an available option and says limited rooms are offered at Caesars Palace and Planet Hollywood. It describes booking benefits for reservations made through the festival website, including free parking and a discounted resort fee, and notes that premium and deluxe rooms may be available at higher rates. The hotel information is particularly relevant to visitors planning to attend the January event, because the page says the room block is limited to a stated booking period and rooms may subsequently be offered at market rates. It also indicates that some special suite packages would be announced later. The page is a practical source for understanding where participants can stay and how the host-hotel arrangement works. Its details support the article’s description of the hotel network and the importance of arranging accommodation in advance. Visitors should use the current booking information on the official page to check availability, rates, terms and any updates, as room inventory and package details can change. The connected Horseshoe and Paris properties are presented as the central base for the festival.
https://www.sincityclassic.org/sports - The official sports directory lists competitions and activities available through the Sin City Classic. It invites visitors to select a sport for further information about registration, venues and rules. The listed options include bridge, kickball, sand volleyball, soccer, softball, basketball, billiards, bowling, cheerleading, cornhole, soft-tip and steel-tip darts, diving, dodgeball, flag football, indoor rowing, golf, pickleball, swimming, tennis, ultimate frisbee, volleyball, wrestling and grappling, running, curling and other activities. The page also identifies the Sin City Classic as a multi-day LGBTQ+ sports festival hosted annually in Las Vegas by the Greater Los Angeles Softball Association. It is useful for checking the breadth of the programme and finding sport-specific details, although the directory is not itself a full schedule and individual offerings may vary by year. The page’s linked sport sections provide a route to relevant registration, rules and venue information, helping both experienced competitors and newcomers explore possible ways to take part. Its contents support the general claim that the festival extends well beyond softball, with options spanning team sports, individual events, indoor activities and recreational games. The directory is an official source, so participants can use it as a starting point before confirming dates, eligibility, registration status and any event-specific requirements on each sport’s own page.
https://www.sincityclassic.org/sports/softball - The official softball page describes the Sin City Classic softball tournament as a major part of the festival. It says that approximately 250 teams compete each year across 15 levels of play, with open and Women’s+ divisions playing on Saturday and Sunday and Legends games scheduled for Friday. The page calls it the world’s largest LGBTQ+ softball tournament and provides information specific to the 2027 competition. It notes that team registration opens on 1 August for the 2027 tournament and promotes a 20th-anniversary offer for early teams. Under that offer, the first 20 teams to register and pay enter a drawing in which four teams may receive a complimentary team fee for 2027 or a credit towards the 2028 tournament. The page states that the drawing is scheduled for 15 January 2027 and sets out eligibility conditions. It also explains that a team’s place is not guaranteed until payment is received, gives a payment deadline, and describes roster submission and cancellation policies. Links lead to free-agent information, the schedule, registered teams, rules and registration. These practical details are relevant to the article’s discussion of softball’s prominence and the encouragement to register early. The page provides direct tournament information, while also making clear that entrants should review the current rules, deadlines and conditions before committing.
https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tournament/6555934 - This tournament listing provides details for the 2027 Sin City Classic Pickleball Tournament, which forms part of the wider festival. It gives the competition dates as 14–17 January 2027 and indicates that registration is open, with a listed closing date of 31 December 2026. The listing says the pickleball event coincides with the Sin City Classic’s 20th anniversary and describes the larger gathering as a major LGBTQ+ sporting event. It notes that the pickleball tournament will run across four days, with some divisions beginning on Thursday, and that additional divisions and events are planned. The page also indicates that some participants may be able to combine pickleball with another sport, subject to the relevant schedules. It identifies a tournament venue in Las Vegas and provides a route to tournament information such as brackets, scores, players seeking partners and policies. This source supports the article’s mention of pickleball as one of the festival’s sports and offers practical, sport-specific information for prospective entrants. Because the listing focuses on pickleball rather than the entire festival, it should be read alongside the official Sin City Classic pages for broader dates, hotels and event details. Registrants should check the tournament page for current fees, rules, venue updates and any changes to registration deadlines before making plans.
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