San Francisco LGBTQ Community Events Honour Activists and Allies
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San Francisco’s LGBTQ community is marking a season of remembrance and recognition, from a Rainbow Honor Walk plaque for lesbian pioneer Phyllis Lyon to public memorials for farmworker organiser Dolores Huerta. The events celebrate decades of activism while offering residents practical ways to take part, including attending ceremonies and delivering Thanksgiving meals to older neighbours.
Essential Takeaways
A new tribute for Phyllis Lyon: The Rainbow Honor Walk planned to unveil Lyon’s plaque beside the one for her spouse, Del Martin.
A framework, not a finished bank: San Francisco voters approved Proposition B, which creates a first step towards a possible public bank but does not establish or fund one.
Public memorials for Dolores Huerta: Events were announced in Sacramento and Bakersfield to remember the farmworker movement leader.
Pelosi among the honourees: Nancy Pelosi and several LGBTQ community figures were due to be recognised at the Castro Theatre’s Legends Awards.
A chance to lend a hand: Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly San Francisco sought volunteers for Thanksgiving meal deliveries and visits.
Phyllis Lyon’s legacy gets a lasting place in the Castro
A bronze plaque can’t tell the whole story, but it can give a neighbourhood a reason to pause. The Rainbow Honor Walk planned to unveil a plaque for Phyllis Lyon outside 4121 19th Street, alongside the existing plaque for her spouse, Del Martin.
Lyon and Martin co-founded the Daughters of Bilitis in 1955, described by HISTORY as the first major organisation for lesbians in the United States. Their organising also became part of San Francisco’s marriage-equality history: the couple married in 2004 and again in 2008, after California’s Supreme Court made same-sex marriage legal in the state.
The Rainbow Honor Walk’s profile presents Lyon as a journalist and civil-rights activist whose work helped advance lesbian visibility. That makes the plaque more than a marker of one person’s life; it also points to the organising, community-building and persistence behind wider change.
Proposition B passed, but a public bank isn’t open yet
San Francisco voters approved Proposition B, a measure that authorises the first steps towards a possible public bank. But there’s an important distinction: the measure creates a municipal finance structure; it does not establish a functioning bank or provide funding for one.
KQED’s account describes the proposal as a framework for a nonprofit municipal finance corporation and a possible public bank. Supporters see the idea as a potential source of financing for affordable housing, climate infrastructure and local economic development.
That potential is the promise, not an immediate result. For residents weighing what the vote means, it’s worth separating the approval of a process from the eventual creation and operation of a bank.
Dolores Huerta’s life marked with public memorials
Dolores Huerta’s memorial plans offered Californians several opportunities to gather in her honour. The announcements included a period of lying in honour at the state Capitol in Sacramento, followed by a public rosary and vigil, then an interfaith memorial service and celebration in Bakersfield.
The Dolores Huerta Foundation’s memorial page lists public events in Sacramento and Bakersfield, with the Bakersfield gatherings including a rosary, vigil and celebration of life. The announcement said the events would be free and open to the public, with seating on a first-come, first-served basis.
Huerta co-founded the organisation that became the United Farm Workers and helped lead the Delano Grape Strike. Her legacy is a reminder that movements are built not only through landmark moments, but through the sustained work of bringing people together.
The Castro Theatre welcomes community honourees
The Academy’s Legends Awards were set to bring a celebratory note to the Castro Theatre, with Nancy Pelosi named for the evening’s highest honour. Other honourees included Mark Leno, Gael Lala-Chávez, Angel Adeyoha, Bill Pung and Dennis Ziebell.
The Castro Theatre’s event listing describes the ceremony as a celebration of people who have helped shape San Francisco’s LGBTQ community. Sister Roma was named as host, and the event’s theme was “A Night of Giving Thanks”.
It’s a line-up that reflects different kinds of community contribution, from public life to local organisations and familiar neighbourhood institutions. The venue listing is the best place to check for any changes to event details.
Thanksgiving volunteering offers a neighbourly way to help
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly San Francisco was seeking volunteers to deliver Thanksgiving meals to older adults, with the option of adding an in-person visit. The organisation said volunteers didn’t need special experience, but would need to complete an orientation.
Meal pickup and deliveries were scheduled for Thanksgiving Day, with volunteers able to choose between delivering a meal and spending time with an older neighbour, or taking part in delivery only. The exact pickup location was to be shared with registered volunteers.
A meal matters, but so does the human connection around it. For anyone looking for a practical way to help, a little time and a friendly conversation can make the holiday feel less solitary.
A plaque, a memorial or a delivered meal: each offers a different way to show up for community.
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