Pennsylvania Transgender Remembrance Vigil Calls for Safer Schools
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A vigil at Pennsylvania’s state Capitol remembered 55 transgender Americans lost to violence or suicide over the past year, including four Pennsylvanians. Alongside names read aloud and a family’s account of grief, the gathering brought renewed attention to legal protections and safer schools for LGBTQ+ young people.
Essential Takeaways
Lives remembered: The Capitol vigil honoured 55 transgender Americans, including four Pennsylvanians.
Names read aloud: Among those remembered were Rosaline Mattaboni of Millersville and Sydney Lou Walden of Lancaster.
A family’s grief: The mother of Auggie Santiago spoke about his death by suicide and his emerging identity as a transgender person.
Calls for protection: Representative Izzy Smith Wade-El raised the Fairness Act and the need for safe schools.
More observances planned: Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed internationally on 20 November, with events listed around Pennsylvania.
A Capitol vigil put names at the centre
At Pennsylvania’s state Capitol, remembrance was made personal as a pastor read the names of people who had died over the previous year. The vigil commemorated 55 transgender Americans lost to violence or suicide, including four Pennsylvanians, according to WGAL.
Among those named were Rosaline Mattaboni of Millersville and Sydney Lou Walden of Lancaster. A separate Transgender Day of Remembrance gathering listed in State College also included Mattaboni and Walden among those to be honoured, showing how local observances can carry familiar names into different communities.
A mother shared the pain of sudden loss
The vigil also heard from the mother of Auggie Santiago, a Bradford County resident who died by suicide. She described having no indication that he was in immediate danger and spoke about his beginning to come out as transgender in person, while finding an online community that knew him as Cass.
A memorial notice identifies Santiago as Augustus “Auggie” York Santiago and records his death on 16 October 2026. The family account at the vigil, as reported by WGAL, gives a stark reminder that grief can sit alongside questions about how best to support someone; it shouldn't be treated as a simple lesson or an easy answer.
The call for protection reached beyond the vigil
Representative Izzy Smith Wade-El spoke about pursuing the Fairness Act and making schools safer for LGBTQ+ young people. The ACLU of Pennsylvania describes statewide non-discrimination protections and public education as priorities in its trans justice work, providing context for why those issues were raised at the Capitol.
The argument about school safety is especially direct: young people need space to learn. The vigil's message, as reported by WGAL, connected remembrance with the responsibilities of lawmakers and communities to protect LGBTQ+ people.
Pennsylvania observances extend the act of remembrance
Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed internationally on 20 November. GLAAD explains that the annual observance honours transgender people whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender violence and traces its beginnings to a 1999 vigil organised by advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith in memory of Rita Hester.
Pennsylvania organisations were also listing remembrance and resilience events for November 2026. A Centre LGBT+ gathering in State College was scheduled for 20 November, while the Pennsylvania Youth Congress listed events around the state. These were separate from the Harrisburg vigil, but together they show how remembrance can bring people together across local communities.
WGAL also reported that the Governor's Advisory Commission planned to light the Capitol in transgender-flag colours from the evening of 21 November until the evening of 23 November. It's a visible gesture, though the names and the people who carry them remain at the heart of the observance.
A name read aloud can keep a life present in the community that remembers it.
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