Morty Diamond’s Queer Divorce Book Opens Up A Wider Story
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A book about queer divorce is asking readers to look beyond the wedding-day story. In an interview with Xtra, therapist and editor Morty Diamond explains why he brought together personal accounts of separation, and how honest conversations can help LGBTQ2S+ people feel less alone. His online salon offers another place to share experience and practical support.
Essential Takeaways
A collection of personal stories: Diamond’s anthology brings together queer and trans writers reflecting on divorce, separation and change.
A broader readership: He hopes the book will speak to people considering marriage, friends, therapists and community members, not only those who are divorced.
Peer support online: To the End Salon is a virtual mutual-support space for queer and trans people dealing with breakups or divorce.
A fuller picture of relationships: The project makes room for difficult realities, including isolation, abuse and the challenges of navigating institutions.
Queer divorce deserves more than silence
Marriage can be a milestone, but its ending is part of the story too. Xtra’s interview with Morty Diamond explores why queer divorce has so few visible narratives, and why the absence matters: when people can’t find accounts that reflect their lives, it’s harder to know what support or practical information might help.
Diamond, a queer and trans therapist and writer, says he searched for useful resources after his own divorce and found little that felt sufficiently broad. The material he did find often centred cisgender white queer experiences, leaving other perspectives with less room.
That gap helped inspire To the End: Queer Writers on Divorce and Liberation, an anthology of personal accounts about separation and transformation. The book’s premise is quietly radical: a marriage ending doesn’t have to be treated as proof that the relationship, or the people in it, have failed.
Why the book is for more than divorced readers
Diamond wants the collection to be read before a marriage ends, too. As he tells Xtra, people considering marriage and their friends may benefit from seeing a fuller picture of what commitment can involve, including the possibility of divorce.
That broader audience matters because a relationship can carry particular weight in queer and trans lives. Diamond points to family estrangement, discrimination and insecurity as factors that may shape how people experience marriage and its ending. He also says queer couples can feel pressure to serve as examples of whether same-sex marriage works, turning private difficulties into something that seems to represent a whole community.
The publisher, Penguin Random House, describes the anthology as 22 stories by queer, trans, non-binary and intersex writers, while Xtra’s interview describes 24 LGBTQ2S+ writers. Both accounts present a collection intended to bring often-overlooked experiences into view, rather than offer a single, tidy version of divorce.
Finding support when the paperwork gets real
The emotional strain is only part of the picture. Xtra reports that Diamond’s interview touches on the legal, financial and social hurdles that can accompany divorce, as well as the risk of losing power when dealing with institutions and professionals.
For readers navigating a separation, the takeaway isn’t that one book can supply every answer. It’s that shared experience can help people begin asking practical questions: what kind of support do I need, where might I find reliable information, and who can help me feel less alone while I work it out?
Diamond’s To the End Salon is one community-based option. His official website describes it as a free online mutual-support space for queer, trans, intersex and non-binary people dealing with romantic breakups or divorce; participants don’t need to be in an active separation to attend. The site says the group meets weekly and asks prospective participants to check its current information for access details.
Making room for complicated stories
Speaking openly can feel risky, particularly when people worry their accounts could be misused or judged. Xtra reports that some contributors chose pen names because of the climate for queer and trans people in the United States, and that Diamond understands why some writers may not want to publish under their own names.
Still, silence has its own cost. Diamond says the collection also makes space for subjects that can be difficult to discuss, including abuse in queer relationships. That candour doesn’t reduce queer love to its hardest moments; it makes the picture more honest.
There’s also a hopeful note in the idea of rebuilding after a marriage ends. Diamond describes divorce as a chance to reconsider relationships, family, housing and the shape of the future. The process can take time, but stories of change can remind readers that the end of a marriage isn’t the end of a person’s possibilities.
A community that listens can make a difference
The salon’s purpose is simple to describe, even if the experiences people bring to it are not: make room to be heard without judgement. Diamond tells Xtra that people want to be witnessed as whole people, with all the mixed feelings and practical worries that can come with a breakup.
Earlier Xtra reporting on queer divorce also describes how people can feel isolated as they navigate grief, anger and ongoing legal or financial ties. A peer space won’t resolve every problem, but being able to share information and feel understood can be a meaningful starting point.
For anyone affected by divorce, the invitation is not to treat a relationship ending as a neat lesson or a universal story. It’s to make room for honest accounts, useful support and different ways of building a life afterwards.
A fuller picture of marriage includes its endings, and the people who find their way through them.
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