Magnolia Brings Jim Queen’s Queer Animated Satire to US Cinemas
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A mysterious virus, a fallen gay influencer and a colourful voice cast are heading for American cinemas: Magnolia Pictures has acquired US rights to Jim Queen, the adult animated comedy that premiered at Cannes. Its planned summer theatrical release puts a bold, irreverent story about status and community on the big screen.
Essential Takeaways
US release: Magnolia Pictures has acquired US rights and plans a summer theatrical release for the English-language version.
Starry voices: Jordan Firstman leads a cast including Matteo Lane, Nicole Byer, John Cameron Mitchell, Bob the Drag Queen and Wendie Malick.
A topsy-turvy premise: Jim's standing as a gay influencer is thrown into chaos by a fictional virus that turns gay men straight.
A Cannes debut: The film premiered in the festival's Midnight section and was made by French animation studio Bobbypills.
A strange virus turns Jim's world upside down
Jim Queen starts with a deliberately absurd twist: a fictional virus is turning gay men straight, and Jim, a gay influencer who considers himself king of the Gym Queens, finds his carefully built status collapsing around him. The colourful adult animation sets up a sharp comic reversal, with Jim facing rejection from the community that once idolised him.
As the Cannes Film Festival explains, the story follows Jim and Lucien, a young admirer who remains by his side, as they pursue rumours of a doctor with a cure. It's a high-concept setup, but the stakes are rooted in belonging: Jim has to reckon with life outside the spotlight as well as the spreading crisis.
Magnolia is taking Jim Queen to US cinemas
Magnolia Pictures has acquired the film's US distribution rights and is planning a summer theatrical release for the English-language version. The Cannes premiere came in the festival's Midnight section, a fitting home for a comedy that leans into outrageous ideas rather than playing it straight.
The Hollywood Reporter describes the picture as an adult animated comedy directed by Marco Nguyen and Nicolas Athané. Wolfie Trausch co-directed the English-language version, while musician Moby executive-produced the film and produced that version with Lindsay Hicks through their Little Walnut banner.
A voice cast with plenty of comic personality
Jordan Firstman voices Jim, joined by Matteo Lane, Nicole Byer, John Cameron Mitchell, Bob the Drag Queen and Wendie Malick. It's a lively ensemble for a film built around inflated egos, a social fall from grace and an unlikely partnership.
The Hollywood Reporter also notes that Nguyen and Athané wrote the screenplay with Simon Balteaux and Brice Chevillard. Bobbypills, the French animation studio behind the project, produced it with Umedia and Timeless Studios among the co-producers.
Behind the outrageous comedy is affectionate satire
The film's premise began as a playful reversal of social norms. In its account of the project, the Cannes Film Festival says Nguyen and screenwriter Simon Balteaux developed the idea several years before production, then joined forces with co-director Athané and co-writer Brice Chevillard.
That festival feature frames the film's self-mockery and parody as familiar tools within LGBTQIA+ communities, while noting that its questions gained political resonance over time. The result aims to pair deliberately excessive humour with affection for queer life, rather than treating the community as just the punchline.
What to know before the summer release
For viewers weighing up whether this is their kind of animation, the key clue is the tone: the European Screen profile describes it as bright, excessive adult comedy. This isn't pitched as a gentle family animation; its appeal lies in the outlandish virus premise and the clash between Jim's former influence and his sudden isolation.
The film also has a French-language version with a separate cast, while the US release is planned for the English-language version. The Cannes Film Festival lists the original film as an 85-minute feature, but Magnolia's announcement is the clearest guide here to the US release plan: a summer theatrical outing, with no specific date supplied.
The story's biggest shift may be personal
Jim's search for a cure gives the comedy a forward drive, but his partnership with Lucien provides its human counterpoint. One character has lost the admiration he relied on; the other becomes the ally he didn't expect. That contrast gives the film room to poke fun at status while keeping its central relationship in view.
Magnolia's co-CEOs, quoted by The Hollywood Reporter, praised the cast and the story's outrageousness as they announced the planned release. For audiences, the question is whether Jim can find a cure and whether he can find a way to live without being everyone's king.
A summer cinema release should give Jim Queen's bright, bizarre satire a chance to find its audience.
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