MadameNoire’s Queer Women’s List Celebrates Style and Visibility
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MadameNoire’s Women Crush Wednesday: Volume 47 spotlights 50 Black queer women, from familiar public figures to social-media personalities. The playful list arrives with cuffing season in mind, but its appeal goes beyond romance: it celebrates couples and singles alike, and the many ways queer women choose to show up online.
Fifty women, one celebratory spotlight
A confident selfie, a close-up or a couple sharing a moment: MadameNoire’s latest Women Crush Wednesday list is built around the pleasure of being seen. Volume 47 celebrates 50 Black queer women, with a lively focus on style, attraction and self-expression.
The feature includes a range of identities and presentations, including femmes and studs. It’s less a formal profile series than an image-led celebration, inviting readers to admire the women featured on their own terms.
Why familiar names matter
Queen Latifah and Robin Roberts are named as prominent figures whose public visibility has mattered to later generations. Their presence gives the list a link to a wider story of queer representation, while their different careers show how varied public visibility can look.
Roberts acknowledged her relationship with Amber Laign in a Facebook post at the end of 2013, as she reflected on her recovery after a bone-marrow transplant. The Los Angeles Times reported that Roberts thanked her “long time girlfriend, Amber” in the post, marking her first public acknowledgement of her sexuality and relationship.
Latifah’s public story calls for a little care with labels. Biography.com notes that she has generally kept private matters private, while reporting that she acknowledged her longtime partner, Eboni Nichols, and their son at the 2021 BET Awards. Her public support for LGBTQ people and marriage equality has also been reported by E! News, but advocacy alone doesn’t establish someone’s identity.
Cuffing season meets social-media confidence
The feature nods to colder weather and the familiar wish for companionship, but it doesn’t make romance the only measure of appeal. Couples sharing affection and single women posting photographs are presented as equally worthy of attention.
That balance is part of the list’s easy charm. It leaves room for connection, flirtation and self-assurance, without suggesting that every woman needs to be paired up to be celebrated.
What #wlw can help readers find
MadameNoire describes #wlw as a popular search term for finding and highlighting queer women. A 2025 research paper offers broader context: it examines how the hashtag, meaning “women-loving-women”, spread from TikTok to RedNote and came to be used across a range of queer female identities.
The study also underlines that hashtags can do more than organise photographs. They can help people find community and express identity, though their meanings may shift between platforms and cultural settings. That’s useful context for readers browsing a list like this: the tag can open a door, but it doesn’t define every person behind a post.
Part of a continuing celebration
Volume 47 belongs to a wider run of MadameNoire Women Crush Wednesday features. The publication’s LGBTQ archive gathers other instalments and related coverage, making this list part of an ongoing editorial effort to celebrate queer women’s visibility, confidence and style.
And perhaps that’s the best way to read it: not as a definitive portrait of queer life, but as a cheerful invitation to notice the people who are already putting themselves out there.
It's a small, joyful reminder that visibility can take many forms.
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