Hockey One Pride Round: How Australian Hockey Is Making Inclusion Visible
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Rainbow socks, a pledge against discrimination and eight clubs sharing the spotlight: Hockey One’s 2026 Pride Round puts LGBTQ+ inclusion at the heart of Round 6. Running from 13 to 15 November, the league-wide event asks everyone in hockey to help make the sport safer and more welcoming, on the pitch and beyond.
Essential Takeaways
All eight clubs are involved: The 2026 Pride Round takes place across Round 6, from 13 to 15 November.
Everyone has a part to play: This year’s theme is “Play Your Part”, with responsibility shared by players, coaches, officials, volunteers, families and fans.
Inclusion will be visible on match day: Home teams will wear official Pride socks, while rainbow branding inside the goals will add colour whenever the ball hits the net.
The work continues beyond the league: Pride initiatives and recognition extend across state associations and community clubs.
Fans can check local schedules: Brisbane Blaze’s Round 6 fixture against Canberra Chill is listed for Sunday 15 November, with women’s and men’s matches scheduled separately.
From one fixture to a whole-league Pride Round
Eight clubs will take part in Hockey One’s Pride Round this November, turning Round 6 into a league-wide celebration of LGBTQ+ players, officials, fans and volunteers. The event runs from Friday 13 to Sunday 15 November, with rainbow colours set to appear both on players’ socks and inside the goals.
The round has grown since its beginning as a single NSW Pride fixture in 2023. It became a competition-wide commitment last season, and expands again in 2026 to include all eight clubs, among them the new Melbourne Cobras, Hockey One reported.
“Play Your Part” means everyone
This year’s theme, “Play Your Part - Every role has a responsibility”, puts the emphasis on shared effort. Whether someone is on the pitch, coaching, volunteering, officiating, supporting a player or watching from the stands, the message is that everyone can help create a welcoming hockey environment.
Before each fixture, a player will read a Pride Pledge on behalf of both teams. It promises to stand against homophobia and transphobia, support LGBTQ+ people and reject discrimination. That makes inclusion more than a splash of colour: the pledge gives each match a clear moment to state what the round stands for.
Rainbow socks bring the message onto the pitch
The visual details are designed to make Pride Round hard to miss. Hockey Australia’s official Pride socks will be worn by the home side in every match, while rainbow branding inside the goals will give fans another burst of colour whenever the ball finds the net.
There’s a practical reason the home team wears the socks: Hockey One requires opponents to wear contrasting colours. The league’s fixtures begin on Friday with HC Melbourne against NSW Pride at Parkville, followed on Saturday by Tassie Tigers versus Melbourne Cobras and Perth Thundersticks versus Adelaide Fire. Brisbane Blaze’s Sunday match against Canberra Chill is also listed as part of Round 6; Hockey Queensland’s schedule gives the women’s match a 2.00 pm start and the men’s a 3.45 pm start.
A round built on year-round work
The league-wide event sits alongside inclusion efforts across Australian hockey. Pride in Sport’s 2026 winners page lists Perth Pythons Hockey Club as Community Sporting Organisation of the Year, with Hockey WA in the Silver tier and Hockey NSW in Bronze. Hockey Australia says it received Gold recognition in the 2026 Index, while Hockey Australia’s LGBTQ+ resource page describes the organisation as a Pride in Sport member with three years of Gold Status.
Other community activity includes Bentstix Hockey Club joining Hockey ACT for exhibition matches at Canberra’s Sport Your Pride, and Hockey Victoria’s Stand Out Cup, which drew 42 teams in February, Hockey One reported. Hockey Tasmania has also announced a statewide Pride Cup running from 22 to 28 June 2026, a separate event that shows the activity isn’t confined to the national league’s November round.
Why visibility matters beyond the weekend
Pride in Sport describes its Index as a national benchmarking tool for LGBTQ+ inclusion in sport. Its 2026 statements explain that Index tiers are based on organisations’ submissions, while awards recognise other contributions, so the two forms of recognition aren’t interchangeable. The statements also give Perth Pythons’ own account of its volunteer-led approach to inclusion.
The Pride Round announcement captures the value of making inclusion visible while recognising that a welcoming culture takes ongoing work. A few colourful socks can catch the eye, but the pledge and the community initiatives point to a wider commitment: making sure people feel there’s a place for them in hockey.
Check the relevant club schedule for match details, and look out for Pride Round across 13 to 15 November.
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