Delray Beach Cancels 2027 Parade and Pride Festival
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Delray Beach is set to lose two familiar community celebrations in 2027: its St Patrick's Day Parade and Pride Festival. City officials say a new Florida law limits local-government spending on diversity, equity and inclusion activities, and their legal review concluded the events can't be hosted or funded by the city under the new rules.
Two community events face a 2027 pause
The St Patrick's Day Parade and Pride Festival won't be city-run events in Delray Beach in 2027, according to WLRN. The March parade and June festival have been longstanding fixtures, bringing visitors downtown and supporting local businesses.
That makes the announcement about more than a change to the calendar. City officials have acknowledged the gatherings gave residents a chance to meet, celebrate and connect, and thanked the participants, volunteers and community partners who helped make them happen, WLRN reported.
Why officials say the city must step back
The city attributes its decision to Florida's new law, which takes effect on 1 January 2027. WLRN reported that officials' legal interpretation is that Delray Beach can't organise or fund either event under the restrictions.
The Florida Senate's summary says the measure limits counties and municipalities from funding, promoting or taking official actions related to diversity, equity and inclusion. The Governor's Office said Governor Ron DeSantis signed Senate Bill 1134 on 22 April 2026.
What the Florida law covers
The law, titled "Official Actions of Local Governments", covers more than direct event spending. The Florida Senate says it also addresses local-government programmes and policies, DEI offices and officers, and public money used by employees or contractors to promote DEI initiatives.
NewsRadio WFLA reported that the law's definition refers to activities designed or implemented with reference to characteristics including race, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation. Delray Beach officials believe the two celebrations fall within the restrictions, but that event-specific interpretation is the city's legal conclusion, not a determination made by the bill summary.
Could private support keep the parade going?
There may be a way for the St Patrick's Day celebration to continue outside the city's funding. NewsRadio WFLA reported that a private sponsor could cover the parade's costs.
That possibility doesn't amount to a confirmed return, and the report doesn't say the Pride Festival has a similar route forward. Still, it leaves the parade's future less settled than a simple cancellation might suggest.
A decision with earlier local context
The city had previously treated both celebrations as City Events. A 2025 Delray Beach legislative record listed the St Patrick's Day Parade and Festival and the Pride Festival and Concert among the annual events covered by its policy.
That record also documented earlier consideration of Pride's status, noting that the city had produced the June event since 2021. It predates the 2027 announcement, though, and doesn't connect that earlier discussion to the new state law.
For residents and visitors, the practical question now is whether private organisers or sponsors can take on any part of the celebrations. The legal backdrop is clear; what happens to the events beyond the city's role is not.
Delray Beach's 2027 celebrations may look different, but the parade could still have a path forward if private backing emerges.
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