Cobalt Reunion Brings Back D.C. Gay Bar Traditions
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A beloved Washington, D.C. gay bar is getting a one-night revival at Crush Dance Bar on November 14, 2026. Former staff, familiar music and signature Cobalt traditions are set to bring old friends together and introduce younger guests to a venue that mattered well beyond the dance floor.
Essential Takeaways
One night only: Crush Dance Bar is hosting a Cobalt reunion on November 14, 2026.
A taste of the old club: The programme includes former staff, DJ sets, Vodka Hour, the LURe women’s dance party and Cobalt’s underwear contest.
Tickets are in demand: Advance tickets have sold out; door entry may be available if capacity permits.
A meaningful return: The event celebrates a club remembered as an important part of Washington’s LGBTQ nightlife.
Cobalt returns for one night at Crush
Cobalt’s dance-floor memories are getting a fresh soundtrack. The former Washington, D.C. gay bar is returning for one night at Crush Dance Bar on November 14, 2026, with former staff and familiar traditions on the bill.
Crush’s event page lists DJ sets, guest bartenders, free Vodka Hour and the underwear contest among the evening’s attractions. The venue says advance tickets have sold out, though entry at the door may be possible if capacity allows.
More than a night out
Cobalt closed in 2019 after roughly 20 years in Washington. The Washington Post reported that the building had been sold and that declining sales, costly repairs and the lack of an option to extend the lease were among the factors behind its closure.
For many patrons, the loss was about more than a familiar place to dance. City Cast DC describes the reunion as a chance for former staff and customers to reconnect with a significant piece of local LGBTQ nightlife history.
The traditions are part of the story
The reunion is designed to bring back some of the details that made Cobalt feel like Cobalt. Crush’s schedule includes the Ladies of LURe, the underwear contest and free Vodka Hour, alongside former employees and guest bartenders.
That mix of people, music and rituals gives the evening its pull. It’s not simply a themed party; it’s a chance to revisit the social world that gathered around a much-loved local club.
A welcome reminder for younger guests
Cobalt’s importance also reflects how queer nightlife has changed. City Cast DC notes that, for many Washingtonians in the 2000s and early 2010s, a night at the club was part of how people met and spent time together.
The Washington Post quoted drag performer LaTavia LaCroix describing Cobalt as having a welcoming, community-like feel, with something happening throughout the week. That kind of shared space can be hard to sum up in a schedule, but it helps explain why a reunion can resonate across generations.
Check the details before you go
The venue describes the reunion as a 21-plus event, with activities scheduled across the afternoon and evening. Since advance tickets have sold out, check Crush’s event information for the latest details on timing and possible door entry before setting off.
And if you’re going with friends, agree on a meeting point. A room full of reunions and familiar faces sounds lovely, but it can make finding your own crowd a little trickier.
Cobalt’s old traditions are back for a night, with the community at the heart of it.
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