Best Gay Pantomimes in London for Christmas 2026
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The 2026 festive season is filling up with drag, double entendres and delightfully offbeat fairy tales. From an adult King Arthur at the Royal Vauxhall Tavern to a pickle-factory strike on Brick Lane, these London pantomimes offer plenty of ways to swap familiar Christmas fare for something much campier.
Essential Takeaways
A busy London season: Shows include adult takes on Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk and Dick Whittington, alongside a Doctor Who-inspired panto.
Know your audience: Several productions are explicitly adult or carry age guidance, so check the listing before booking.
Dates vary: Runs range from short December engagements to shows continuing into January 2027.
Some casts rotate: TuckShop’s Jack and the Beanstalk has different performers sharing the role of the Giant.
There’s range beyond raunch: Yankl and the Beanstalk mixes queer and Jewish themes with a workers’ strike and pickle-factory setting.
London’s adult pantos are turning classic tales deliciously cheeky
King Arthur, a sword in a stone and a drag-filled festive romp: the Royal Vauxhall Tavern’s Pulled gives the legend a comic adult makeover. The venue’s official event listing describes a panto blending magic, mischief, music and drag, with Patrick Eamon Cook as Arthur and Ada Campe as Merlin.
Over at Charing Cross Theatre, Cinderella: Buttons Undone! sends its fairytale cast to the seaside resort of Lob-on-Sea. ATG Tickets describes it as an adults-only, 18+ show, where tennis champion Ivan Yassandvich arrives to choose a bride and Cindy and her gay best friend Buttons get caught up in the action.
These are familiar stories with the safety rails taken off. If that sounds like your kind of Christmas outing, check the age guidance before you book, particularly if you're choosing a show for a mixed-age group.
Drag takes the beanstalk, with a cast that keeps changing
TuckShop’s sixth annual all-drag pantomime brings Jack and the Beanstalk to London’s Emerald Theatre from 2 December 2026. Its official website bills the production as an adult reworking of the tale, with Bones as Jack, Kitty Scott-Claus as Princess Jill and Cheryl Hole as Cheryl the Cow.
The Giant is played by a rotating line-up, so the cast can depend on the performance. TuckShop says Rosé appears through 23 December, while Kyran Thrax joins from 27 December; the company also notes that casting can change. It’s worth checking the listing for the night you have in mind rather than assuming the same performers appear throughout.
A different kind of beanstalk story arrives at Pleasance London with Yankl and the Beanstalk. The theatre describes it as a queer Jewish panto set around a Brick Lane pickle factory, where worker Yankl and his cousin Milly take on their exploitative bosses. Michael Rosen contributes the Giant’s voice, and the venue also advertises a separate family-friendly matinee version.
Pirates, a TARDIS and a Queen Rat with plans
For a sea-going Christmas adventure, Pirates of the Carabiner lands at The Two Brewers in Clapham from 27 November 2026. OutSavvy describes it as an 18+ queer panto set on Skull Cove, where Lez Goose, Willy Turner and Mrs McFish face trouble after the Golden Carabiner resurfaces. Expect camp musical numbers and adult humour, rather than a quiet voyage.
At Pleasance, It’s Behind Who takes a different route through festive fantasy. Gallifrey Cabaret’s official site presents the 9-19 December show as a queer, camp journey inspired by Doctor Who, blending the sci-fi universe with pantomime and variety performance. It’s an appealingly odd combination for anyone whose Christmas viewing could use more drag and a little space-time mischief.
The King’s Head Theatre’s returning Dick Whittington: Adults Only offers another late-year option, running from 26 November to 2 January. The theatre’s storyline pits Dick against Queen Rat, who controls London’s sewers and wants to turn the city into her “forever darkroom”. It also says adult performances are expected to include a special guest star.
Check dates, age guidance and cast before booking
Pantomime season can stretch across the calendar: the listed runs range from a handful of December dates to productions continuing into January 2027. For practical planning, check the venue or ticketing page for the performance date you want, as well as current availability and any updated cast details.
Age guidance matters too. Cinderella: Buttons Undone! is listed as 18+, Pirates of the Carabiner is also 18+, and the King’s Head Theatre gives its Dick Whittington production a 16+ guideline, with conditions for 16- and 17-year-olds. Other productions have their own content notes, so read the event information before taking anyone along.
And if you're booking specifically to see a performer, take extra care with shows that use rotating casts. TuckShop’s Giant is shared among several performers, while the King’s Head says its adult performances are expected to feature a special guest. A quick check of the latest listing can save a festive surprise of the wrong sort.
A broader festive line-up than fairy godmothers and glitter
Not every show is simply a familiar fairytale with a wink. Yankl and the Beanstalk brings workers’ organising into its pickle-filled reimagining, while It’s Behind Who pairs pantomime with a queer celebration of the Doctor Who universe. They offer different flavours of festive escape, even if both are happy to take the scenic route.
That variety is the real pleasure of this line-up. Whether you fancy a classic tale made saucy, a pirate caper or a panto with a political thread, there’s no single template for a camp Christmas night out.
Check the listings, pick your level of cheek, and let the festive plot thicken.
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