Zolisa Xaluva on Generations’ Groundbreaking Gay Role
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Viewers are revisiting Zolisa Xaluva’s early Generations storyline after the actor spoke about the nerves behind playing Jason, one of South African television’s pioneering gay characters. He says the worry wasn’t about portraying the role itself, but about how people might react off screen. His reflection has reopened conversations about representation, public perception and a scene audiences still remember.
The fear was about life beyond the screen
Xaluva’s biggest concern was the public response, not the character. In a clip shared by Mzansi Pod Clips, he said he worried about how people might treat him in the street after seeing him play Jason. It’s an understandable distinction: actors can feel confident in a role while still anticipating the assumptions viewers may make about them personally.
He also joked that the pay helped make the decision easier, giving him more scope to afford privacy and the car he wanted. It’s a candid detail that brings the career calculation into focus: a landmark role can be artistically significant and still come with very practical considerations.
Why Jason still matters to viewers
The Generations storyline has stayed with audiences partly because it brought a gay relationship into a popular South African television drama at a time when such representation was less common. Mambaonline’s retrospective on homosexuality on South African TV places storylines like this within a longer history of how queer characters have appeared on screen.
That history matters because visibility can make a character memorable well beyond the original broadcast. For some viewers, Jason and Senzo were among the first same-sex couples they encountered on television; others remember the storyline through the debate it prompted. Either way, a television plot became part of a wider conversation about representation. (Mambaonline; Wits University research)
Did the actors really kiss?
The on-screen kiss has become a talking point in its own right, with viewers still debating whether it was filmed directly or created through editing. In a later reflection reported by TimesLIVE, Thami Mngqolo discussed the same-sex kiss scene with Xaluva, revisiting a moment that clearly made an impression on audiences.
That enduring curiosity says something about how closely viewers watched the scene, but it also shows how a single moment can overshadow the wider story. The conversation is less about technical sleight of hand than about how rarely viewers had seen a moment like it in mainstream drama. (TimesLIVE; Mambaonline)
The role followed both actors in different ways
Xaluva has since taken on other prominent roles, while audience memories of Jason have sat alongside those later characters. Mngqolo, meanwhile, has spoken about the lasting association between himself and Senzo. A profile by Bona explored his experience of playing a gay character on Generations, while News24’s earlier interview also covered his career and public image.
It’s a familiar challenge for actors who become strongly linked to one defining role. Recognition can be a compliment, but being remembered chiefly as a character can feel limiting, especially when viewers carry that association into real life. Xaluva’s latest comments underline the difference between playing a role and being mistaken for it. (Bona; News24)
What viewers can take from the discussion
Xaluva said the part didn’t change how people treated him romantically in everyday life. That’s his personal experience, rather than a universal measure of how actors are received after playing queer characters, but it helps clarify the distinction he was making: his concern was public reaction, not a change in his own identity.
For viewers revisiting the story, it’s worth keeping both the character and the cultural moment in view. Early representation doesn’t have to be perfect to matter; it can open a door, prompt debate and leave people remembering where they were when they first saw it. (TimesLIVE; Wits University research; Bona)
It’s a reminder that a role can belong to an actor, a character and an audience all at once.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [3], [5]- Paragraph 2: [3], [5]- Paragraph 3: [4], [5]- Paragraph 4: [3], [5]- Paragraph 5: [3], [5]- Paragraph 6: [3], [5]- Paragraph 7: [6], [7]- Paragraph 8: [6], [7]- Paragraph 9: [3], [4], [7]- Paragraph 10: [3], [4], [7]
Bibliography
1. https://briefly.co.za/entertainment/celebrities/258468-zolisa-xaluva-sets-record-straight-sexuality-historic-generations-gay-role/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://briefly.co.za/entertainment/celebrities/258468-zolisa-xaluva-sets-record-straight-sexuality-historic-generations-gay-role/ - The Briefly News article reports on Zolisa Xaluva reflecting on his portrayal of Jason Malinga, a gay character on the South African soap opera Generations. Xaluva says he was not afraid of playing the role itself, but was anxious about how people might react to him in public. He explains that the pay helped make the prospect feel worthwhile, as it would allow him to afford privacy and the car he wanted. The article also recounts his comments about his personal life: he says the role did not change how women or men treated him, and that he had not experienced men approaching him because of it. His co-star Thami Mngqolo, who played Senzo, is mentioned in this context. The report then summarises social-media responses from viewers who remembered the storyline, including discussion about whether the actors actually kissed on screen. Some commenters say the scene used editing, while others dispute that explanation. Other responses compare how the two actors’ later roles shaped public memory of them, citing Xaluva’s subsequent parts in The Queen and Gomora. The article also includes comments from viewers who still associate Xaluva with Jason, and briefly mentions separate online speculation about whether he has a son. It attributes the clip to Mzansi Pod Clips.
https://www.timeslive.co.za/tshisa-live/2025-10-15-former-generations-actor-thami-mngqolo-reflects-on-same-sex-kiss-scene-with-zolisa-xaluva-17-years-ago/ - This TshisaLIVE report covers Thami Mngqolo’s recollection of filming a same-sex kiss with Zolisa Xaluva on Generations. Mngqolo, who played Senzo Dlomo, discusses the pressure and public reaction surrounding the storyline in an interview with podcaster Lungelo KM. He says he was worried about possible backlash, recalling that actors in earlier Generations storylines had reportedly faced hostile treatment from viewers who confused performers with their characters. The article describes the Senzo and Jason relationship as one of the first prominent same-sex couples shown on South African prime-time television. It notes that the actors had to consider how to handle the scene, given its importance to LGBTQIA+ representation as well as its potential to provoke controversy. Mngqolo recalls that filming took around two hours, despite the scene being expected to take much less time. He describes nerves, hesitation and a desire to approach the moment properly, both for the performers and for what it represented to audiences. The report says the storyline prompted public discussion about subjects that were often overlooked. Looking back, Mngqolo expresses pride in the scene and recognises its contribution to opening conversations and shifting perceptions. The article also embeds a social-media clip connected with the podcast discussion.
https://wiredspace.wits.ac.za/server/api/core/bitstreams/1ed344b0-c357-49da-9840-9626b96c25df/content - This University of the Witwatersrand research document examines audience responses to representations of homosexuality on South African television, including the Generations storyline involving Senzo Dlomo and Jason Malinga. It places the storyline within the broader context of the soap opera’s history and its role in presenting changing ideas about identity in post-apartheid South Africa. The study explains that Jason, played by Zolisa Xaluva, disclosed that he was bisexual, after which he and Senzo, played by Thami Mngqolo, began a relationship. It records that viewers were surprised by the introduction of gay characters and that the characters’ kiss unsettled some audience members who had not previously seen such a moment on television. The document also draws on audience research to show that viewers interpreted the relationship in different ways. Some respondents viewed the storyline negatively, while others supported its inclusion as a way to increase awareness and acceptance. The analysis notes that cultural, religious and social backgrounds shaped audience responses. It further discusses how the series handled romantic scenes involving the couple, observing that these moments were limited or censored and that the characters were rarely shown kissing, cuddling or expressing intimacy. Overall, the source provides academic context for the storyline’s significance, its reception and the debates that surrounded LGBTQ representation on a widely watched South African soap opera.
https://www.mambaonline.com/2019/04/18/a-look-back-at-homosexuality-on-south-african-tv-screens/ - MambaOnline traces the representation of homosexuality on South African television, looking across dramas and soap operas that introduced same-sex characters and relationships. The article places Generations’ Senzo and Jason storyline among a longer history of queer television representation, rather than treating it as the first such portrayal. It recounts earlier examples, including a same-sex kiss in 37 Honey Street and the relationship between Thiza and Thabang in Yizo Yizo, which reached a large prime-time audience. It also describes Isidingo’s gay characters and the development of other storylines across local television. In discussing Generations, the article identifies Senzo, played by Thami Mngqolo, and Jason, played by Zolisa Xaluva, as a black gay couple whose inclusion provoked backlash from some viewers in 2009. That response, it argues, reflected the difficulty some audiences had accepting a relationship between two black men on a popular soap opera. The piece goes on to mention later examples involving lesbian and transgender characters, as well as queer storylines in other programmes. It considers how television can prompt public conversations about sexuality, acceptance and social norms. The article’s retrospective perspective supports the claim that the Generations storyline was culturally notable, while also acknowledging earlier and subsequent examples of LGBTQ representation on South African screens.
https://www.news24.com/women24/mobile/leisure/talking-to-thami-20100215-3 - In this News24 interview, Thami Mngqolo discusses his acting career and his experience playing Senzo, a gay character on Generations. He explains that he had previously performed in theatre and had already taken on roles involving kissing another man, so the character was not entirely new territory. His main concern was how fans and the wider public might respond. Mngqolo says the reaction had been less severe than he had feared, although he knew of earlier Generations actors who had reportedly been treated badly by viewers. Asked about kissing scenes with Zolisa Xaluva, who played Jason, he describes them as highly choreographed and technical. He recalls feeling nervous during their first on-screen kiss, particularly because several takes were required. The interview also asks how his girlfriend responded to the storyline; he says she understood that acting was his job, even if she sometimes changed the channel when the scenes appeared. Mngqolo reflects on the distinction between a character and the actor portraying him, saying that playing Senzo did not define his personal identity. The conversation offers a contemporaneous account from the period when the storyline was on screen, documenting the performer’s concerns about public perception, the practical process of filming romantic scenes and the reactions he encountered. It provides useful context for the later recollections about the Generations couple.
https://www.bona.co.za/entertainment/thami-mngqolo-opens-up-about-playing-a-gay-character-on-generations/ - Bona reports on Thami Mngqolo’s later reflections about playing Senzo Dlomo in Generations. Drawing on his appearance on the Engineer Your Life podcast, the article says Mngqolo was warned by head writer Mark Graham that Senzo was a fully gay character and was asked whether he was prepared to take on the role. Mngqolo recalls that the storyline developed gradually, which helped him adjust, but says he remained concerned about possible backlash from his cultural community. He describes worrying about how people might react to a character rooted in Zulu identity and refers to stories of performers being confronted in public over their television roles. The article says that learning his close friend Zolisa Xaluva would play Senzo’s lover made the experience more manageable, because the two already knew and trusted one another. It also describes how they worked together to find suitable ways to tell the story. According to Mngqolo, some scenes took substantially longer to film than expected. The report focuses on the emotional and practical challenges behind portraying a gay character on a popular soap opera, including social expectations, audience response and collaboration between the actors. It complements the accounts of the screen kiss and the anxieties associated with the storyline, while highlighting the importance of the actors’ friendship in navigating the work.
image1.jpg
ot AR

TR o




