Yuma March for Visibility: Why Pride Still Matters
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Yuma’s fifth annual March for Visibility brought Pride flags, chants and a message of welcome to the Arizona border city on 7 November. Organised by Citizens Curating Safe Spaces Yuma, the gathering was more than a colourful walk: for some families and young people, seeing LGBTQ+ neighbours show up in public is part of feeling less alone.
Yuma’s Pride march brought flags and a message of welcome
Pride flags bobbed above the crowd as marchers set off from the Main Street fountain and walked to the Yuma Center for Spiritual Living. Their chants - “Love is Love!” and “We’re Here! We’re Queer! We Have No Fear!” - gave the November evening a bright, determined soundtrack.
KAWC reported that Citizens Curating Safe Spaces Yuma organised the fifth annual event. Resident Peter Barranco described the turnout as small but full of passion, saying public visibility could help reassure a young person who feels afraid or hidden.
That point came through in the people who joined the walk. Tonja Alvis said she wanted younger generations to see supporters of different ages standing together, while a mother identified as Casey attended in support of her transgender daughter.
A 2021 flyer helped restart the march
The annual gathering grew from an earlier local tradition. Peyton Ortiz told KAWC that Yuma’s first Pride marches were held in 2018 and 2019 by the Littlewood Fine Arts and Community Co-op. After the pandemic interrupted the event and the co-op did not continue, Ortiz began looking for a march in 2021 and found that nobody was organising one.
So Ortiz made a flyer and arranged a simple walk along the pavements, without a permit or road closures. Ortiz later recalled turning around to see hundreds of people behind them. The ACLU of Arizona also describes the 2021 gathering as drawing about 200 people, and says Citizens Curating Safe Spaces grew from the effort to build support beyond a single event.
The organisation now describes itself as an event-production and equality-advocacy group founded in 2021. Its own website says it runs the annual march as part of a broader programme of community events and support.
Why Yuma’s march moved from June to November
The early marches took place in June, during Pride Month, but the Arizona heat made a long walk difficult. Ortiz told KAWC that participants wanted a cooler march, and said the proximity of Trans Day of Remembrance on 20 November was also part of choosing November.
There’s a practical lesson in that change: a community event has to work for the people taking part, not just look good on a calendar. In 2026, marchers started at the Main Street fountain and finished at the spiritual centre, with the route reversed from previous years.
Earlier gatherings followed different routes. KAWC and KYMA reported on the second annual march in June 2023, when participants were due to walk from Fourth Avenue to a downtown venue. Those details belong to that year’s event, but they show how the march has continued to evolve.
Visibility matters beyond one night
Yuma’s March for Visibility is part celebration, part public reassurance. Ortiz told KAWC that turning out can feel nerve-racking at first, but that walking and chanting together can bring a powerful sense of connection.
The ACLU of Arizona places that work in the wider context of LGBTQ+ life in border communities, where isolation and social barriers can make support harder to find. That helps explain why CCSS’s year-round activity matters alongside the march: the organisation’s website lists community events and resources as part of its effort to connect neighbours.
For anyone looking to support the community, the simplest starting point is often to turn up, listen and help make space for others. Ortiz put it plainly in the KAWC interview: a village needs villagers.
A visible crowd can make a small city feel a little less lonely.
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