Somerville Transgender Day of Remembrance: What to Know
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Somerville will gather on 19 November for its Transgender Day of Remembrance and Resilience, a free, hour-long ceremony honouring transgender and gender-diverse people who have died. The city event includes time for reflection and shared remembrance, with live American Sign Language interpretation and an invitation for guests to read names and stories.
Essential Takeaways
When: Thursday, 19 November 2026, from 5 pm to 6 pm.
Where: The second-floor Council on Aging community room, Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland Street.
What to expect: Brief remarks from Mayor Jake Wilson and city Health and Human Services representatives, followed by an invitation to read names and stories.
Access: The event is free and open to all, with live American Sign Language interpretation. The city also provides ways to request other access support.
A quiet hour for remembrance and resilience
For one hour, Somerville’s ceremony will make space for mourning, reflection and the names and stories of people whose lives have been lost to anti-trans violence. The gathering also recognises the strength and resilience of transgender and gender-diverse people.
The City of Somerville says the event is free and open to all. Mayor Jake Wilson and representatives from the city’s Health and Human Services Department will offer brief remarks, and guests can take part by reading names and stories.
What the Transgender Day of Remembrance means
The local gathering is part of a wider annual observance held on 20 November. The American Psychological Association describes the day as both a memorial for transgender and gender-nonconforming people who have been murdered and an opportunity to raise awareness of stigma and discrimination.
The first Transgender Day of Remembrance was held in 1999, following the murder of Rita Hester, a Black transgender woman from the Boston area. HISTORY reports that the vigil honoured Hester and others who had died in anti-trans violence. Remembering people by name is a simple act, but it gives the gathering its focus.
How Somerville’s ceremony fits the wider picture
Remembrance matters, but the message isn't limited to one day. The Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health connects the observance with ongoing efforts to support transgender people, including respecting names and pronouns, protecting privacy and challenging discrimination.
The American Psychological Association also points to local gatherings as a way for communities and allies to take part in collective reflection. Somerville’s stated aim echoes that broader purpose: to build a community where people can live safely and authentically.
Planning your visit to the Somerville event
The ceremony runs from 5 pm to 6 pm on Thursday, 19 November 2026, in the second-floor Council on Aging community room at the Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland Street. The city lists live American Sign Language interpretation and provides contact details for requesting disability accommodations, alternative-format materials and free language interpretation.
If you’d like to read a name or story, the programme invites guests to do so. The address is listed by the City of Somerville as the Tufts Administration Building, though visitors needing specific room or access details should check the event information directly.
A local gathering, with a wider commitment
Somerville’s ceremony brings the global observance into a local room, making remembrance a shared act rather than a private one. Its invitation to reflect and to help create a safer, more authentic community offers a clear reason to come.
A meaningful hour can begin with listening, remembering and showing up.
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