Palm Springs Pride’s 40th Anniversary: A Celebration of Queer Community
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Palm Springs Pride marked four decades with a colourful parade, a milestone anniversary and a message of belonging. The celebration brought together local residents, visitors and prominent guests, including comedian Fortune Feimster, for a weekend that looked back at the event’s history while recognising how much can change when people feel free to live openly.
Four decades of Palm Springs Pride, in full colour
Palm Springs Pride’s 40th anniversary brought the streets to life with a parade and a crowd celebrating LGBTQ+ visibility. The milestone offered more than a reason to dress up: it was a chance to reflect on the community’s long journey towards greater acceptance.
Palm Springs Pride traces its history to 1986, when the city held its first Pride event. Four decades on, the annual gathering remains a public expression of connection, visibility and belonging. [2]
Fortune Feimster brings a joyful message
Comedian Fortune Feimster served as a Grand Marshal, sharing the honour with entertainer Cheyenne Jackson. Their presence gave the anniversary an unmistakably celebratory feel, while Feimster’s reflections focused on the freedom of living openly.
In an interview with GED Magazine, Feimster spoke about how Pride can feel especially meaningful for people who came out later in life. Being able to show up as yourself, she suggested, can make a parade feel like a shared victory, as well as a welcoming space for those still finding their way. KESQ also reported Feimster and Jackson among the anniversary’s Grand Marshals. [5]
A local celebration with a wider reach
The anniversary parade connected the Greater Palm Springs area’s LGBTQ+ community with visitors who came to celebrate alongside them. Palm Springs Pride’s parade information highlights the event as a central part of the festivities, bringing groups and spectators together in a visible show of community spirit. [4]
That local connection matters. Pride can be a joyful weekend out, but it also gives people a chance to be seen and to recognise the experiences they share, whether they’ve lived in the desert for years or are visiting for the first time.
Why the 40th anniversary matters
A milestone like this invites a look back, but it also makes the present feel more vivid. Palm Springs’ official city news has covered the anniversary, reflecting the event’s place in the wider civic life of the area. [3]
The celebration also took place against a changing political backdrop. The Associated Press reported on Chris Pappas’s election to the US Senate, marking a significant moment for openly gay representation in national politics. [6] That wider context helps explain why Pride can feel like both a party and a reminder of the importance of visibility.
Planning a Palm Springs Pride visit
If you’re thinking of attending a future Palm Springs Pride, check the official event information before travelling. Parade routes, schedules and visitor arrangements can change, so it’s worth confirming details close to the date. [4]
Give yourself time to enjoy more than the parade itself, too. A little planning can make the day easier, but the best moments often come from the atmosphere: the music, the bright outfits and the simple pleasure of celebrating alongside a crowd that’s glad you’re there.
Palm Springs Pride’s 40th anniversary was a celebration of how far the community has come, and of the people still making room for others to join in.
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