Manchester Village Pride Raises Record £183,500 for LGBTQ+ Causes
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Manchester Village Pride has raised £183,500 for local LGBTQ+ charities and community groups after its first four-day celebration in the Gay Village. The record total offers a boost to organisations supporting people across the city, and shows how a community-led event can turn a busy Bank Holiday weekend into practical help that lasts well beyond the music.
Manchester Village Pride turns celebration into support
The first Manchester Village Pride raised £183,500 for local causes, with funds coming from ticket sales and donations. Across the four-day event, the Gay Village was filled with performances and crowds, but the biggest result came after the stages went quiet: a substantial pot for organisations providing support in the community. [2], [3]
The money will be shared among five core organisations: akt, Sparkle, The Proud Trust, LGBT Foundation and George House Trust. A further £30,000 has been earmarked for grassroots LGBTQ+ groups, while the Candlelit Vigil raised an additional £12,500 for George House Trust. [2], [7]
Why the community-led event mattered
The event arrived after the original Manchester Pride organisation entered voluntary liquidation, raising questions about the future of the city’s celebrations. The new festival was organised by Manchester Village Pride CIC, with local venues and businesses joining forces with the council and community members to bring Pride back. [3], [5], [6]
That change gave the weekend a particular significance. Organisers said the event was designed to be transparent about fundraising and to keep its benefits close to the people and organisations it serves. It’s a reassuring idea: a Pride celebration can be joyful and ambitious while also making its local impact easier to see. [3], [7]
Where the £183,500 will go
The five named beneficiaries work across a range of needs, from support for young LGBTQ+ people to wellbeing services, community groups and help for people living with HIV. The funds are intended to help these organisations continue their work, while the separate grassroots allocation can support smaller groups that may be less visible but are closely connected to local communities. [2], [7]
George House Trust also received money from the Candlelit Vigil, with a further £12,500 raised for its work. Meanwhile, the broader distribution includes support for LGBT Foundation services and the other core beneficiaries. For attendees, that means the weekend’s impact isn’t limited to the ticket in their pocket or the act they came to see. [2], [7]
A fresh start after a difficult chapter
Manchester Pride’s liquidation had left uncertainty around the event and concerns over money owed to artists. The arrival of a community-interest-company-led festival offered a new route forward, with local partners stepping in to keep a major LGBTQ+ celebration on the city’s calendar. [3], [5], [6]
The response suggests that people were willing to back that effort: the record fundraising total came from ticket purchases and donations over the weekend. No festival can solve every challenge facing charities, of course, but a six-figure contribution gives local organisations meaningful support and makes the case for keeping community fundraising in the picture. [2], [3]
Manchester Village Pride is set to return in 2027
Organisers have confirmed that Manchester Village Pride will return over the August Bank Holiday weekend in 2027, from August 27 to 30. For anyone planning ahead, it’s worth keeping an eye on official event updates for programme and ticket details as they become available. [2], [7]
The first edition has set a striking benchmark, not just for the amount raised but for the way local businesses, volunteers, civic partners and festivalgoers came together. Next year’s challenge will be to keep that spirit going while making sure the benefits remain visible across Manchester’s LGBTQ+ community. [2], [3]
A weekend of Pride has become a lasting show of local support.
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